
Van Buren July 2022 Report 

 
Greetings Brethren, 
  
Our hope is that you have remained well and cool throughout this “scorcher”! The heat 
took its toll on one of our air-conditioners, resulting in very hot and humid Sunday 
services. Fortunately, there is a man in town who can get a 30-plus-year-old unit up 
and running. So far – so good! 
  
We completed our bible class studies on the book of James. One of our elders is now 
teaching a series on the parables of Jesus. We recently had a travelling gospel preacher 
and his family attend the class and worship with us. He voiced considerable input into 
the class. In matters of judgment and application, it is interesting to note the different 
understandings some derive from biblical passages. Our caution should always be that 
we never allow our judgments or opinions to cause us to stray from the truth of the 
scriptures. In matters of faith, there is no variance. The family was very friendly and we 
were glad to have them stop by. 
  
In our sermons, we pointed out that, as Christians, by pursuing righteousness, we 
become not just better citizens, neighbors, employers and friends, but more 
importantly, better Christians. Christ was deserted by His disciples, betrayed by Judas, 
persecuted and ultimately crucified by the Jews and died for our sins, yet some still 
delay or refuse to obey Him. Even some Christians disobey by transgressing, by 
refusing God’s will, by presuming their way is better than God’s way or by adding or 
subtracting from the word. But we find an example of righteousness and nobility in the 
passages about Hezekiah. He trusted in the Lord, did not cease to follow Him, to work 
wholeheartedly for Him and to always remain faithful. The Lord was with Hezekiah 
because he was righteous. 
  
Sermon topics for the first four Sundays: “Righteousness – Part 2”, “What People Do 
With Jesus”, “How Some Disobey God”, “Hezekiah - A Great Child Of God”. 
  
Mardi and I send our deepest condolences for the loss of brother Copeland. My fond 
memories of him date back to when I was a very young gospel preacher. Our prayers 
to his family and to the members of the congregation that he faithfully served for so 
many years. 
  
Our appreciation continues for your faithful support as we continue our work here in 
Van Buren. May the Lord continue to bless the brethren there and here, as we faithfully 
serve Him. 
  
Brotherly, 
James Lusby 
Van Buren, Arkansas 


