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Greetings Brethren, 
  
The members of the church here welcomed the arrival of Spring in the River Valley and 
the change to daylight savings time. 
  
Because of the reducing rate of Covid cases in our state, churches are again able to 
schedule gospel meetings. Mardi and I enjoyed hosting lunch for one of the preachers 
and his wife whom I had known from many years past. We spent the afternoon visiting 
and then were spiritually uplifted that evening as he preached the gospel. There is no 
greater edification than worshipping with brethren of like precious faith. 
  
We were extremely encouraged that one of our long-time members, whose company is 
moving all job positions to another city in Arkansas, has chosen to change employment 
and remain in Van Buren to worship and work with us. What a blessing to have 
members who are so grounded in the faith and so willing to sacrifice financial stability 
to remain in this area and support the work here. 
  
Recently some of our members have been struck with pneumonia and the flu. One of 
our elders and his wife suffered both diseases simultaneously, although they had 
received both the flu and pneumonia shots. Another member has just been released 
from the hospital following a serious flu episode. Please keep these good brethren in 
your prayers. 
  
In some of our studies for the month, we discussed the responsibilities and 
characteristics that God’s children must have to live the life of a disciple. We concluded 
the month with an in-depth study of the church. 
  
The Bible class studies and sermon topics for the month were: WHAT GOD’S CHILDREN 
SHOULD NEVER DO 1&2; SOME CHARACTERISTICS EACH CHILD OF GOD SHOULD 
HAVE 1&2; WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST; THE DIVINE PURPOSE 
OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 1&2. 
  
We are grateful for your support of the work here in Van Buren and the encouraging 
cards we have received. May the Lord continue to bless the brethren both here and 
there as we fight the good fight together. 
  
James Lusby 
Van Buren, Arkansas. 
  
  
 


