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DEALING WITH THE UNCERTAINTIES OF LIFE 
  
Glory be to God who is unchangeable and faithful to His will and His word. Since His 
counsel and His word are unchangeable, our faith in Him should also be steadfast and 
unmovable. Our faith is not based on circumstances that are pleasing to us which many 
would interpret as examples of God’s love, power, and goodness (and sometimes even 
their own goodness). If this was the basis for our faith, then where would our faith be 
when circumstances are not pleasant? When we face persecution? When we face 
unexpected sicknesses and death in the family? We will suffer persecution if we live 
righteously (2 Timothy 3:12). We will face death in our family (Hebrews 9:27). The only 
thing that is certain is the uncertainty of life. 
  
Sometimes such uncertainties can interfere with our godly plans. James 4:15 teaches us 
to think and to say from the heart, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.” In 
the same context, James warns against the arrogant attitude of presuming that we are 
entitled to having tomorrow as a day to do good instead of seeking to do good today. 
Such arrogance and its procrastination is sin. It is a sin of which I have needed to repent, 
even when it is a matter between choosing between good and better. I would appreciate 
your prayers that I might have wisdom to see every opportunity that the Lord provides me 
and the wisdom and strength not to waste them as well as wisdom to know how to answer 
every person that I meet (Colossians 4:2-4). If the inspired apostle Paul needed the 
Colossians’ prayers, how much more I need yours! Thank you for having fellowship with 
me by your prayers and your generous support. May we all hold fast to the Lord and to 
the task that He has given to each of us even as we navigate through the uncertainties of 
life. 
  
BENTON 
  
Since my last report, we have suffered gains and losses. Mark B. baptized his daughter 
Claire into Christ on a Wednesday afternoon on December 8. We rejoice with everyone 
in heaven that Claire has been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. We praise God for 
the power of His word and for everyone involved in stetting a good example for her and 
teaching her and especially thankful to Jesus for sacrificing His life for her. Such 
occasions always invigorate me to seek more that can be reached by God’s powerful 
word. 
  
One man decided to search for another congregation to attend where his children could 
be with other young people their age. We love this family very much, and they would be 
a great addition to any congregation of which they are a part. Others have thought about 
leaving for similar reasons in the past, but have decided to remain. 
  
We were happy to have two couples become a part of Hwy. 5 recently, and both of the 
men are experienced preachers. One is my father-in-law Tommy Thornhill who preached 



at Ozark, AR for 10 years. His wife Carol has memory problems that were hardly 
noticeable until two years ago, and they have deteriorated rapidly in the last year or so. 
Tommy could not do his full-time work as a preacher and keep an eye on her, so we 
encouraged them to move in with us so Ellen can help him take of her. I also help by 
staying up to watch her later in the evening so others can get some rest. I am glad that 
they are with us. We are happy that in spite of her memory loss, Carol still has a very 
pleasant disposition that makes her a joy to have with us. 
  
Ricky and Dorian Manes moved to central Arkansas from NW Arkansas last year.  They 
happen to live on the same road as the Butlers do. We are delighted to have them express 
a desire to be a part of the Hwy. 5 congregation to worship and work with us. Ricky has 
preached regularly for twelve years. He teaches high school in order to support his family. 
Their son Taylor also visited us a couple of weeks ago, and he knows many of the 
brethren that I know on the east and west coasts where his job has taken him. The Manes’ 
niece Kayleigh M. had also worshipped with us on a regular basis a few years ago. All 
this reminds us that we are a large spiritual family living in a small physical world. At the 
last Sunday song service, the singing was excellent though our numbers were relatively 
few. This has been the biggest difference in the last month with our new members. 
Attendance on Wednesday and Sunday evenings has also improved significantly. 
However, several of our visitors are no longer coming. Taqia, Juanez, and Preston have 
not been with us since October. 
  
As far as home studies go, October went very well. My daughter and her family came to 
visit us here for the first time in more than six years. However, November was a difficult 
month because we had to quarantine since my son was exposed to someone at work 
with Covid 19. Then we had to take a week to move my in-laws and all their belongings 
from Ozark to Benton. This was followed by a holiday when many with whom I could study 
were unavailable for Bible study. 
  
For example, the well-attended study at The Manor could not resume because of a Covid-
related shutdown in early December. We only had one study in the space of six weeks 
from November to the end of December. By the time we resumed meeting, one (Mary Jo 
A.) had passed away, and others had gotten out of the routine. Only one or two showed 
up. Juanez B. has not been to the Manor or Hwy. 5 since my last report. We did have 
some new people in the studies: George H., Doris S., and Delores G. in addition to our 
regulars: Sammye C., Herman H., Karen J., Bob L., Donzella L., and Eleanor W. This 
week was a better group of some of the regular students. 
  
Studies that I have at this time are: Sam. W. (First Principles), Brandon C. (Personal 
Evangelism), Mildred P. (Numbers), the Phillips family (Acts), the Dickerson family (Acts), 
the Butlers (1 Peter), The Manor (Matthew), Jason and Angela C. (First Principles).  
  
I publish a weekly bulletin for the members and preach every Lord’s Day morning and 
every other evening. I am hoping that more men will be doing more of the pulpit preaching 
since we have a good number who are willing and able to do more of this. I hope to do 
more reaching out in the community to get home studies for myself and my father-in-law. 



I teach the adult class as we study in Proverbs. We may change the curriculum soon. 
Herb M. has just finished teaching the adult Wednesday evening Bible class on Hebrews. 
Tommy Thornhill will lead our study of James. The online program “Searching for the 
Truth” at 65th Street is on Facebook Live and You Tube at 3pm Central Time on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays. I have been taking Tommy Thornhill to participate, and as 
much as I enjoy working with Don, I do hope to eventually let Tommy do that with Don 
while I focus on more home studies in our local area.  
  
 
 
FELLOW WORKERS 
  
A group of saints at Prince Street sent me some help in memorial of other Christians who 
lost loved ones at the end of the year. These fine Christians have taken a sorrowful event 
and made an effort for some good to come from it. 
  
I also appreciate the sacrifices that brethren of other congregations have made so that I 
can work full-time as an evangelist. This appreciation extends also to the members at 
Hwy. 5 who decided to give me an unsolicited increase in support by $300 per month. 
Prince Street in Conway, AR, Fairview Park in Little Rock, AR, and Rose Ave. in 
Bellflower, CA have all done this for me in past years. At this time, I am currently receiving: 
 

Benton, AR  1500 Hwy. 5 N.                    $3358 

Conway, AR  2655 Prince St.                    $750 
Little Rock, AR  11820 Fairview Rd.        $1000 
Bellflower, CA  17903 Ibbetson St.           $500 
Garden Grove, CA Nelson St.                   $500 
TOTAL                                                    $6108 
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