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To the saints of Christ’s church that meets at Fairview Park with the elders and deacons. We send you greetings and joy for our 
common precious faith and hope in the Lord. 
 
Last month I said I believed we were out of the Covid woods. Well, not so fast. A couple went on a vacation and came back 
sick. They did not get tested but said their symptoms were in line with Covid symptoms. They are fine now, but have not been 
with us on Sundays for two weeks. We look forward to seeing them today. 
 
The family that has been absent most of the pandemic is now back with us as the normal maladies permit. They have a lot of 
issues with being older. The adult daughter has many health problems and even goes to the emergency room frequently.  
 
My wife’s cataract surgery went well as has her recovery. She had a setback in one eye but only for a day. In a few weeks she 
will have an eye exam and see what eyeglass prescription she will need. She tells me her vision is much improved, regadless. 
 
Another brother has lots of back issues from arthritis, scoliosis and a worn out shoulder. There was some high school aged 
bone problem that led to pins in one leg that stopped it from growing and it is one inch shorter than the other which only 
exacerbates his back problems. His doctor says there is not much that can be done. A life of farming, falling off of tractors, 
banging into milk cows and other rigors of an agrarian life have taken an irrevocable toll. It is sad to see him in such 
discomfort.  
 
We are an older congregation, so these sorts of things are becoming a normal thing for us. We laugh and cry at the same time. 
As the “preacher” in Ecclesiastes notes with the good and bad that occurs in life’s seasons, we should rejoice and do good as 
long as we live, Ecclesiastes 3:12. 
 
Our Wednesday Bible class, in Proverbs, has found its rhythm. The class is progressing well and the participation is ready, 
willing and evident of individual study. It is encouraging, because some of Proverbs is repetitive. While the repetitiveness is 
not in context or even phraseology, rather a reiteration of the same message because it is so important, it can to the careless and 
undiscerning become tedious. Fortunately, we have not found it so. The spiritual maturity of our members is always 
encouraging and satisfying to experience. 
 
Our Revelation study, Sundays, is well underway. We are spending plenty of time in introductory topics. I am writing this 
introductory material, even though we are using a workbook to focus the class and give people something to keep with them 
for future reference. I prepared a primer on numerology as found in the Bible as well as figurative language. I told the class that 
this material is a reference to itself as it is applicable to other Bible books and not just the Revelation. It is also my intent to 
write a brief commentary to accompany the text and hopefully assist the members as they answer the questions in the 
workbook. Whether we use a workbook or not, I always pose questions of my own and provide my own observations that I feel 
appropriate and helpful. I make it clear to the class that the workbook is to focus us and keep us on a schedule. I have seen a 
congregation spend over two years on this letter and personally feel that to be excessive and detrimental to the student’s 
attention span. I am also aware of being so schedule conscious as to give the material short shrift. I have always held a fluid 
schedule, even with a workbook, taking as much time as necessary to properly cover the material and attend to the members’ 
questions and needs while trying not to abuse the kind attention of the student. 
 
We had a visitor that appeared very positive at what he saw and experienced with us. However, he has not been back. That 
happens a lot everywhere and we can be disappointed, but never become cynical.  
 
I continue to pray God’s blessings on your work. Again, thank you for your continued support of me. Your fellowship with me 
in this work is never taken for granted. Thank you. 
 
In Christ, 
Kevin R. Fermenick 


