
Van Buren January 2022 Report 
  

The new year started as if it were the middle of spring in Van Buren. Our members were 
commenting that the flowers in their yards and on their patios were still blooming while they 
were watching football games on New Year’s Day! But that all changed abruptly as wintry 
weather soon brought frigid weather conditions along with a resurgence of Covid illnesses. 
  
Several of our members who had already had the virus and were fully vaccinated, including the 
booster shot, are once again very ill. We are thankful none of them have been hospitalized. This 
scenario seems to be prevalent among many congregations across the country. Our prayers 
extend to all brethren suffering from this hideous virus, especially those still struggling in 
hospitals. Fortunately, our area is beginning to see a slight decline in active cases which has 
allowed schools and workplaces to return to full in-house operations. For this, we are very 
thankful to God. 
  
But neither the weather nor illness has prevented us from having several repeat visitors this 
month. Some were from out of town, but the local ones are attending more frequently, and we 
are hopeful of eventually gaining them as members here in Van Buren. 
  
In the Bible class studies, as well as the sermons this month, we discussed what we should do if 
we knew this was our last year to live; what our priorities should be; changes that would make 
our spiritual life better and why we should study the scriptures. The lessons were well-received 
and hopefully, edifying and enlightening to all. We had a singing on the fifth Sunday followed by 
a brief lesson and invitation. Singing praises to the Lord was uplifting to all. 
  
Other sermons for the month included: What Bad And Good Bible Study Does; Jesus – The 
Great Physician; Enemies To Defeat This Year; Establishing Divine Authority; What Members Of 
The Church Should Do. 
  
Mardi and I continue to enjoy our work with the church here in Van Buren. The prospect for 
2022 continues to look bright. We express our appreciation for all the encouragement, prayers, 
and support for the work here that you have provided over the years. 
  
James B. Lusby 
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