
Lee Elkins – February 2022 

I pray this letter finds everyone doing well. If I were to give you an overall thought of 
how the past couple months have gone, I would say that things have gone well. 

I believe I may have underestimated the amount of work that goes into homeschooling 
kids. We are very thankful for the “Christmas break” from school. My wife definitely 
puts in the majority of the work so I know she is thankful for having a break. The 
blessing with homeschooling our kids, we allow them to choose their curriculum (within 
reason) and they actually put effort in their work! Our oldest son, Logan, does still go to 
public school (part time) because he plays basketball for the Monticello Jr High (Middle 
school) so in order to play sports with a public school, he has to take one class. He 
decided to take math as his additional elective. I guess he does not trust Sarah or I to 
teach him math. Nathaniel isn’t old enough to play sports for the public schools so he 
doesn’t take any classes but has not shown any interest in doing that yet. We just 
continue to encourage him in his studies here at home. Caleb, our youngest, just turned 
3 years old in December. For the most part, he simply goes with the flow and for that, 
we can’t complain. All of our boys are doing very well. My wife and I are both doing 
well for the most part. I did decide to get vaccinated and after my second dose of 
Pfizer, I had a couple side effects that were somewhat concerning but my doctor is 
monitoring my condition. In short, I started having body aches in the majority of my 
joints (felt like arthritis), this one wasn’t as concerning as my other one. The one that 
concerned me most was the constant feeling of my heart feeling like it was going to 
pound out of my chest. That has slowly subsided so I am thinking that it is over with. 

Our bible study on Sunday morning is finishing up in Acts. I know it seems like we 
should be done with it but I try my best to be as thorough as possible. Especially when 
people ask questions. We will be transitioning into the Gospel of John once we finish up 
Acts. Just to remind you all, these studies are verse by verse studies. I am not 
necessarily against using booklets or study guides but these types of studies help me 
tremendously in my understanding of God’s word. I know that may appear to be selfish 
but it has worked well for us being a smaller group. Our Wednesday evening study is 
still taught by brother Robbie Baughn and we are still in Proverbs for the adult study. 
The childrens class is on Sunday morning is taught by sister Paula Majors and 
Wednesday evening is sister Ruth Baughn. From my understanding, my wife will be 
rotating back into Sunday morning for the childrens class at the first of the year to give 
sister Paula a break. Their Sunday morning study is from a booklet called “Building Your 
Life For God”-Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Daniel, Ezekiel, Haggai, and Malachi. Their 
Wednesday night study book is “The Living Way”- Galatians and Ephesians. 

I will admit that I fell victim to doing the “cliché” style sermons near the end of the 
year. November being mostly regarding thankfulness and December regarding Christ 
and his life. I will say that one of my favorite sermons I have preached is titled “The 
Silence of Mary”. Don’t be mistaken, I am not saying that I came up with it all by 



myself. The message of that sermon really hits home for me because I watch how my 
wife interacts and teaches our children. I remember the days of my childhood with my 
grandmother and mother. If anyone knew that Jesus was the son of God, Mary knew. 
Her silence at the cross is such a powerful moment. Lord willing, that will probably be 
my “go to” sermon every year around the holidays. 

Some of my previous updates had mentioned my father-in-law and his failing health 
due to having a liver transplant and graft vs host disease (GVHD). He continues to do 
well health wise but continues to be very careful due to the nature of his illness. The 
reason why I mention him in this update is because he decided to obey the Gospel! It is 
hard to put into words how much this meant to us. I have been married for 10 years 
(will be 11 years in January). All of the times we have talked about Christianity, religion, 
and even politics. It appeared that he was very comfortable in the state that he was in. 
He admitted that once he started feeling better and was able to get around, he decided 
that he was going to start going to church. Dave and Sheri, my mother-in law, had 
started coming to services every Sunday. They live in Rison and it is about a 45 minute 
drive. I would usually give him my outlines once I was done preaching. He told me that 
he would go home and study every day. He had a southern Baptist/catholic 
background. When he decided to obey the Gospel, it was like a heavy weight had been 
lifted off of my shoulders. I hope that doesn’t sound wrong but for years, I have 
discussed so much with him and it was easy to just chalk it up as “it is going in one ear 
and out of the other”. I was 100% wrong! If anyone is ever willing to take any advice 
from me, let me just say this. Do not give up on anyone. Keep planting the seeds of the 
Gospel message. Give people the good news. Give God time to work, give the sinner 
time to repent, and let people see your faith. I say all of this because I am starting to 
see a change in Sheri as well. She has even taken some initiative in our Sunday 
morning classes with reading scripture and making comments. She used to have the 
attitude that she would not go anywhere unless it was a catholic church. She softened 
her view on that due to Dave but even that is starting to cause a change in her. I 
believe it is just a matter of time and Lord willing, she too will obey the Gospel. 

Also in other preaching news, brother Ashton Wilson and myself rotate every other 
month going to 6th Ave Church of Christ in Pine Bluff on the 3rd Sunday of each month. 
Ashton is a member here at Monticello. Whenever it is my turn, he fills in for me on 
Sunday morning in Monticello. I am thankful that we are able to assist them because 
they do not have an evangelist but it does take a toll. For him, it is mostly the drive 
because he lives in Crossett but we are working on trying to find replacements for 
ourselves so they will have someone to fill in for them. For the meantime, I am willing 
to do every other month but I may eventually back off after April 2022. If you guys 
have any young men that is interested in preaching, I can get them in contact with the 
men at 6th Ave. They enjoy having young people there. 

With that I will close. I am very thankful for the support given to me that allows me to 
continue to labor here in Monticello. I pray that everyone is continuing to stay safe 



during this prolonged pandemic. I pray that the congregation there continues to grow. 
Please keep us all in your thoughts and prayers for the upcoming new year. 

In brotherly love- Lee Elkins  

 


