
Van Buren December 2021 Report 
  
At the Van Buren Church of Christ, December is an opportunity for reflection and preparation 
for the upcoming year. At this time, elders of local congregations often review both the positive 
and negative things that the church has encountered throughout the year. 
  
Does the preaching of the gospel remain doctrinally sound and uncompromised? Are we 
consistent in both the teaching and the practice of the principles of God’s truth? Has scriptural 
discipline been practiced, if warranted? Have the decisions of the elders resulted in the church 
being edified? 
  
Fortunately, the positives have greatly outweighed the negatives this year. The members have 
shown considerable spiritual growth. Men who had not taught a class or led singing or waited 
on the Lord’s table were willing to be included in the regular rotation. Members readily 
volunteered to take care of the physical needs of the building and grounds. Comments made by 
members during bible classes, both at the church building and in home studies, indicated an 
increase in bible study and knowledge. And there was never a lack of kind deeds shown toward 
our sick or infirmed brethren during their time of need. 
  
On one incredibly sad occasion, the church was scripturally obligated to practice discipline 
toward a member after all efforts to get him to change his course had failed. Exercising 
discipline is never pleasant but it was instituted by the Lord as an ultimate step toward saving a 
soul from sin. Prayers continue for the lost brother. 
  
The congregation was edified by the addition of several new members this year. Some came to 
us from out of town while others joined us following their baptism into Christ. All have been 
great assets to the church. 
  
Our sermon topics for the month were: FINDING CHRIST; THE BIBLE TELLS US WHEN TO BE 
HAPPY; IN RELIGION CAN ONE DIRECT HIS OWN STEPS; JUDGEMENT DAY. 
  
The prospect looks bright for the coming year. We express our appreciation for all the 
encouragement, prayers, and support that has been provided by you for the work here over the 
years. 
  
May the year 2022 be a great one in our service for the Lord. 
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