
Van Buren October 2021 Report 
  
With signs of autumn becoming much more prevalent, October, as always, is a very pleasant 
month in the state of Arkansas. Such is also the case regarding the work here at the Van Buren 
church. Families are returning from their early-fall travels, so our attendance has been steady. 
  
Since our building is visible from Interstate 40, we do, of course, have frequent visitors, 
especially since folks are beginning to travel more. As we visit with brethren from other parts of 
the country, our assurance is confirmed that truth is still being taught and preached throughout 
the land and that the word of the Lord continues to accomplish that which He pleases. This 
should be an encouragement to all. 
  
This month we welcomed back to our services some who had been recuperating at home from 
either an illness or surgery. One of our senior ladies recently underwent knee replacement 
surgery. She was so delighted to be back and was quick to say that the worst part of the entire 
ordeal was not being able to have visits from Christian friends, or even family members, during 
her surgery and hospital stay. For several weeks following her discharge, the doctor 
discouraged visits to her home due to the risk of possible Covid exposure during the initial 
healing process. This should clearly remind us of the benefit and encouragement that a visit, 
when allowed, or even a card or call, can have on those who are ill or infirmed. It is a kindness 
all Christians can demonstrate. Thankfully, the members here practice it liberally. 
  
Mardi and I were able to resume our home Bible study (subject: Characteristics Of Bad And 
Good Bible Studies). The interest and participation was very good. We even had some new 
people who attended for the first time. We look forward to continuing the studies through 
January, if the Lord wills. 
  
The first 4 Sundays’ lessons included: WHAT IS OUR LIFE AS A CHILD OF GOD - #1 AND #2; THE 
PROBLEM OF COMPLAENCY; THE DIFFERENCE OF WHAT SOME SAY ABOUT BAPTISM AND 
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT BAPTISM; WHAT WE CAN DO ABOUT THE DEVIL’S SCHEMES. On 
the last Sunday, after the Lord’s Supper, we had our 5th Sunday congregational singing which 
was very well attended with great singing. 
  
Mardi and I thank you so much for the prayers, encouragements, and support of the work here. 
  
James B. Lusby 
 


