
July 15, 2021 
My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ: 
Words cannot express how grateful Tammy and I are that you so graciously enable me to preach the gospel in 
Manhattan. The fields are white for harvest. My “problem” is that there is always more work than week. I strive to 
conduct myself in a way that justifies the trust you are putting in me.  
In the second quarter of 2021 I preached the following sermons: “Should We Or Shouldn’t We?”; “7 Habits Of 
Highly Effective Christians, Parts 2, 4 & 6”; “Behold The Lamb”; “El Shaddai, God Almighty”; “Homosexuality and 
Lesbianism”; “The Humanity Of Jesus”; and “Elders/Bishops/Pastors, Part 1.” 
During the worst of COVID-19, if I had a series of lessons on one topic I began teaching them in our Sunday 
morning adult Bible class as well as preaching them in our Sunday morning worship. This enabled me to 
concentrate my preparations on one topic, to cover the topic in half the time, and to develop the topic when what 
we had learned in previous lessons was fresher in my mind and my hearers’ hearts. While I really enjoyed carrying 
topics over from class to sermon and visa versa until they were exhausted, I decided in the second quarter of 2021 
to once and for all revert to our pre-pandemic format of three separate lesson streams for our sermons and 
classes. So after I finished teaching the “7 Habits Of Highly Effective Christians, Parts 1, 3 & 5” in our Sunday 
morning adult Bible class I began teaching on the book of Ephesians. The study has been a great blessing.  
On Tuesday nights at 7:00 we sing for 25 minutes or so before we start our adult Bible class at 7:30. We try to find 
a healthy balance between learning new hymns and revisiting old favorites. I hope to find time to put out a 
supplemental songbook for our congregation. I think it would be a great blessing for us. I desire and one day hope 
to aspire to have a group of our brethren sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs in a subway station and in 
Central Park. I believe such efforts could meet a better response than what we might imagine. 
In the second quarter of 2021 we continued to study of the book of Isaiah in our Tuesday night adult Bible class. I 
so regret having neglected this great book over the years for I have done so to the spiritual detriment of my myself 
and my hearers. Some apparently describe Isaiah has the fifth gospel. Given the number of prophecies about the 
kingdom of Christ it contains, it is an apt description. 
If you would like to know more about my work in the Lord, almost all of my congregational classes and sermons 
are archived on the Upper West Manhattan church of Christ Facebook page. I also send out a bulletin by email 
each week I am home. If you would like, I will gladly add you to our distribution list. Just let me know. 
Our attendance continued to slowly increase during the second quarter of 2021. Our average Sunday morning 
attendance in April was 42, in May it was 46, and in June it was 47. Our average Tuesday night attendance in April 
was 15, in May it was 18, and in June it was 18. We are still well below our pre-pandemic Sunday morning 
average. In small measure this is due to the fact that a few of our members are still putting health concerns before 
attendance. In large measure this is due to the massive decline in tourism in New York City because of COVID-19. 
While there are signs that tourism is starting to make a comeback, it is doing so very slowly. 
However, in spite of the pandemic we have been blessed with a large number of visitors from the area. Members 
of the church include Christopher who has come to us from New York, George who has come to us from Texas, 
and Rita who has come to us from Zambia. They have not placed membership yet but I think that is only a matter 
of time. Several Christian college students have begun regularly attending with us. They include Austin, Gideon, 
Matthew, and Livvie. Alex is a member of the church who has been attending our Tuesday night Bible class. We 
had lunch. He is trying to return to serving the Lord like he knows he should. Daylon is a young member of the 
church we helped get back to his home to St. Louis after his college plans in New York City failed to materialize. 
Non-Christian encounters have included Zahir. His visit with us was the first time he had ever attended any type of 
Christian gathering. Med is a graduate student living in New York while he completes a master’s degree from a 
university in Switzerland. We had lunch and discussed scripture. I have given him a book to read and a Bible 
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correspondence course to complete. I have also given correspondence courses to each of the three members of 
the Nieves family. Aaron Smith has attended our Tuesday Bible Bible class a few times and appears to be a good 
prospect for study. Kim “Manhattan” Song is a lady Tammy and I have studied with on several occasions. We had 
great hopes for her salvation, but she refuses to walk by faith in the Lord. I keep on encouraging her to repent but 
her stubbornness continues to leave her as empty as ever. 
On April 8 I turned 60 years old. Our children made plans for the whole family to rendezvous at an Airbnb in the 
Charlotte, North Carolina area the weekend before my birthday. By the grace of God we were all able to do so and 
we had such a wonderful time (see picture 1). We flew from NYC to Tampa and from there we traveled by car to 
and from Charlotte with our daughter Sarah and our son-in-law Tim. We were able to go to the beach while we 
were in Tampa (see pic 2). Our visit to Florida was such a refreshing change from the weather in Manhattan. 
On April 19-20 I rode with Don and Tim Bunting to and from a preachers’ gathering in Elmira, NY where we studied 
Ephesians and Colossians (pic 3). I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and look forward to next year. Living in 
Manhattan can be very isolating. It was wonderful meeting other preachers who are also working in the area. 
The COVID-19 restrictions at the Hostel where we meet did not change during the 2nd quarter of 2021–everyone 
still had to wear a mask, sign in, have their temperatures taken, etc. However, the state and local government lifted 
several restrictions that made life in public places and some private spaces far more pleasant (pic 4).   
Spring can be beautiful in Manhattan–especially given that New Yorkers are particular fond of parks and flowers 
(pics 5 & 6). On several Sundays during the second quarter interested members of our congregation gathered in 
Central park after worship for picnic lunches (pic 7). They were wonderful opportunities for Christians to associate 
and admire the beauty of God’s creation.  
In the early part of May Tammy and I went to Temple Terrace, Florida for the Florida College Lectures. The theme 
of the lectures was the parables of Jesus. It was great to recharge my battery by hearing many excellent lessons 
and by spending time with family and dear Christian friends (pic 8 & 9). While I was in Tampa for the lectures, I 
reported to the Brandon church of Christ on the work in New York City. They are one of the congregations that 
support me in this work. Their response was very encouraging. 
In the middle of May our dear friends Keith and Alison Baker came to see us (pic 10). We were so blessed by their 
visit. While they were with us we took a day trip by train to Cold Spring, New York (pic 11). It is a small but 
picturesque town on the Hudson River near the US Military Academy in West Point. Cold Spring was a nice place 
to visit. We are excited about the prospect of exploring the rest of upstate New York and the New England states. 
At the end of May our oldest child Bella and her family came to visit us over the Memorial Day weekend (pic 12).  
In the beginning of June we traveled to the Birmingham, Alabama area. Our youngest child Caleb asked us to 
watch our granddaughters, June and Ada, while he and our daughter-in-law Victoria took a trip to Savannah, 
Georgia. We were happy to honor their request (pic 13). While I was there, I gave a report on the work in NYC to 
the Chelsea church of Christ. They also support me to work in NYC. They were also very encouraging. 
On June 19 one of the families in our church, the Pierres, invited the entire congregation to their home in Queens 
for a get together (pics 14-16). To say they put on a wonderful spread is a massive understatement. The food was 
plentiful, delicious, and featured dishes from our hostess Bernadette’s home country of Trinidad and Tobago. 
Apparently the mayor of NYC was going to attend at the invitation of someone other than the Pierres but 
Bernadette discouraged him from coming because she knew his presence would hinder the intended purpose of 
our gathering. We were so blessed by their gracious hospitality. 
At the end of June Tammy and I went to Northern Virginia to pick up our oldest child’s children, Mary and Zoe, and 
bring them back to NYC for a week of Grammy and Pop Pop spoiling (pic 17). We all had a great time. Tammy and 
I are having massive grandchildren withdrawals. 
We finally finished assembling the bookshelves the congregation bought me for my library and loading them with 
my books. We also set up an office space for me in our spare bedroom (pics 18-19). I went without a functional 
office and access to my library for well over two years. I dearly missed them both and am so glad to have them 
back in my life. 
Life in Manhattan definitely has its pros and cons. You have to pace yourself with the cons or they can overwhelm 
you. But the pros, the wonderfully supportive brethren of the Upper West Manhattan congregation and the 
potential for expanding the borders of the kingdom of Christ, more than compensate for the cons. Again, thank you 
for enabling me to serve God in this unique way. You have blessed me more than I can say. 
If you have any questions or need anything else from me, please let me know. My NEW contact information is Tim 
Norman, 752 West End Ave. Apt 14B, New York, NY 10025, 501-827-4787, tntnorman@sbcglobal.net. 
In Him, Tim. 
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