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July has been a travelers’ month. Vacationers traveling up and down I-40, who stop to 
worship with us, were plentiful during July. Coincidentally, one such family from the 
Washington DC area, had attended college in Nacogdoches, Texas, where the wife and 
her brother had faithfully worshipped at the congregation where my sister and brother-
in-law and their family worship. It is very edifying to visit with Christians of like-precious 
faith from all over this country. If any of you are coming our way, we welcome your 
visit! 
  
The attendance of our members at services remains good. Some took vacations, as 
expected; but we are confident they did not take a vacation from worshipping the Lord. 
It is so encouraging to work with brethren who love and support the preaching of the 
gospel. 
  
The unfortunate surge of the Covid variant has hit our state quite hard. Since, up to this 
point. only 27% of the population of our county have been fully vaccinated, our 
infectious rate is growing among the unvaccinated. Thankfully, none of our members 
have been affected, but it has delayed the resuming of our meetings and singings until 
next Spring. We very much look forward to having them again. 
  
The elders deemed it wise to continue indefinitely the communion protocol adjustment 
that was started during the original outbreak. Rather than using a single wafer that is 
handled by many, small bread squares are served in individual communion cups. No 
change was necessary for the fruit of the vine. After both elements have been served, 
the empty cups are collected in containers for disposal. The time for partaking of the 
Lord’s supper during the worship remains as always.  
  
Mardi and I are planning to again have our in-home bible studies this fall for those who 
are comfortable attending. In the past, the studies were well-received and hopefully 
spiritually profitable. 
  
During the month the Bible Classes continued the study of Exodus and its application to 
us. - Sermon lessons included: The Hand Of God; Good Use Of The Tongue; What God 
Wants From Us; Authentic or Synthetic Faith. 
  
Mardi and I are so appreciative of your continued encouragement and support for the 
work here in Van Buren.   
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