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Liliondo

Busheleli

T

urning off the B144
at the thriving centre
of Mto Wa Mbu, I
head northwards and up Africa’s
Rift Valley towards Liliondo.
On the way are fantastic views
of Ol Doinyo Lengai volcanic
mountain. The volcano is for the
Massai the seat of their god Engai
and the volcanic eruptions symbolize
the wrath of the god. In times of
need the Massai make sacrifices of
milk and cattle blood, but occasionally
a goat is also gifted to the crater.
Fertile patches of small-scale farms
make the most of the mountain’s
nutritious volcanic soils. Vegetables,
tea, coffee and cotton, as well as the
mild stimulant miraa are grown in
this region
The tar road stops abruptly, as does
the steady stream of Tuk Tuks,

trucks
and
wobbly
bicycles
precariously laden with people and
produce. Suddenly, I find myself
driving from a densely populated
agricultural region into a vast and
timeless wilderness of thorny scrub,
wooded grassland and seemingly
endless savannah, dotted with
clusters of volcanic rock and
surrounded by distant shimmering
hills. This is Busheleli, home to the
Sonjo bantu tribe.
Stephano has been studying with
Cosmos and I, and makes
arrangements for us to teach a large
number of Lutheran followers
under a Flamboyant tree. A victim of
a recent house fire, he gives no
thought to the tremendous pain in
his leg which requires amputation.
Rather he tells his neighbours and
friends that we have come to share
the good news of the Messiah.

The eyes of those listening light up when
we tell them to follow Christ and not
men. Upon hearing and understanding
what they must do to be saved, men and
women line up in a queue to write their
names in the notebook and come be
baptised. Although rain has returned to
the Serengeti, water in the arid village of
Busheleli can only be found in the cattle
troughs which are fed by a spring.

New Christians in Busheleli
Lucky, Debia, Elimami, Elis,
Nduwai, Wanhde, Safyta, Esitaf,
Mwelimisha, Maye, Miriam, Jokuwei,
Happy, Wange, and Stephano (above)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with your spirit.

