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A STRONG FINISH AND A NEW BEGINNING 
  
Praise be to God for giving us a new year in which to serve Him and glorify Him. With the end of one 
year and the beginning of another year, people are more inclined to think about their use of the limited 
time that they have—how they have used the time of their past, and how they plan to use the time they 
expect to have in their future. It is a good time to evaluate our lives and consider the path that we are 
on. It is also a time to seek to help others know that the only right path to take is Jesus Christ, the true 
and living way. 
  
2020 was a uniquely challenging year for the whole world. It is easy to wish that things had been 
different and that we could have done more for the Lord. God is gracious to forgive us for our sins of 
commission (1 John 3:4) and our sins of omission (James 4:17) when we repent of them, confess them. 
And humbly ask for His forgiveness as He has promised. God is happy to give us a new start. Let us 
proclaim this message of hope to others who are lost that God has called us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light. 
  
I thank God for your fellowship with me in the Lord’s great work of saving the lost. He gives the increase. 
He has sent us to plant and water. Let us strive to be planting more (reaching more who need to hear 
the pure gospel for the first time in their lives) and not just watering (teaching those who have already 
heard the word of Christ). 2 Corinthians 9:6 says that the reaping we will do is proportional to the 
sowing we have done, not to the watering we have done. Let us first pray for God’s help in evangelism, 
then live with the purpose setting a good example for others so that we will have the opportunity to 
speak wisely in evangelism. These three steps of evangelism are in the scriptural order found in 
Colossians 4:2-6.  
  
BENTON 
  
In the last year, we suffered the losses of two older couples that moved and gained two that the Lord 
added to His church. When Jesse C. came back, he took the initiative to pray for me and my knee injury 
(which is much better now, thanks to the Lord). It was very touching. I am always moved when I hear the 
prayer of a new Christian. 
  
Many have quarantined for most of last year because of the corona virus 19. Almost all of those who did 
quarantine themselves did it for others, not for themselves. Everyone who did quarantine eventually 
returned to services. However, when the cases began to surge toward the end of last year, several went 
back into isolation. Of those who attended regularly, half of them had contracted the corona virus. None 
of them contracted the sickness at church. All received it from working. None had to be hospitalized, 
though one elderly couple did suffer a while with it.  
  
I had to isolate myself on at least three occasions because of my exposure to a Christian who had to be 
tested, and I had limited ability to do as much as normal in home studies because of going to therapy for 
my knee. I thank God that it is much better and that I did not need to have a knee replacement of some 
other surgery. However, it did take a whole month to get a diagnosis. 
  
Because of my knee injury, I had five weeks (the end of September and all of October) that I was limited 
in my ability to go to the home Bible studies that I conduct. I still preached the gospel to the brethren 
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every Lord’s Day, wrote and printed our weekly bulletin, and taught a couple of classes in that time. 
Once I got an MRI and treatment, I started driving again. Since then, I have refilled my schedule with 
home studies. Near the end of last year, I made two new contacts and started two new home studies, 
with the Hall family and with the Honorable family. Other studies I had in November and December 
were: Brandon C. (Personal Evangelism), Mildred P. (Exodus), Bunny T. (Matthew), the Phillips family 
(Mark), the Dickerson family (Matthew), Thursday morning at Hwy. 5 (Hebrews), Jason and Angela C. 
(First Principles). 
  
I publish a weekly bulletin for the members and preach twice on Sunday. We resumed Sunday morning 
Bible classes in November, so our study in Psalms is drawing near to the end. We do have a Bible study 
on Wednesday evenings. Herb M. has  decided to continue teaching the adult Wednesday evening Bible 
class. We are now in Hebrews. The radio program “Searching for the Truth” at 65th Street has ended on 
radio, but the Facebook Live and You Tube versions are continuing online on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays at 3pm Central Time. I have rearranged my schedule to help Don McClain on Mondays as 
well as Wednesdays and Fridays now. People from all around the world tune in. Instead of a daily half-
hour program, it is now one hour long on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 
  
FELLOW WORKERS 
  
I also appreciate the honor and privilege of having you as fellow workers in the gospel through your 
prayers (like Epaphras in Colossians 4:12) financial support (like the church at Philippiin Philippians 4:15), 
and emotional support by encouragement and good example (like the Thessalonians in 1 Thessalonians 
1). May the Lord bless our work together in 2021 unto His glory! 
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