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ENDURING HARDSHIP 
  
God is very good to us in many ways. He never changes; He is the source of every good 
and perfect gift without the slightest exception. Even when we are going through difficult 
times, we have an abundance of blessings for which we can praise God and give Him 
thanks. I thank Him especially for you and your fellowship in the gospel with me. May He 
continue to bless our efforts. 
  
I am excited about the spiritual progress that we have made. From a physical point of 
view, we have faced many challenges.  These are special times all around the world, and 
we have our unique obstacles in addition to what may be considered “the new normal” 
today. 
  
My work was abruptly halted by an injury to my left knee in the middle of September. I 
am still slowly recovering. The doctor is reluctant to operate; I am undergoing a lot of 
physical therapy in order to get back to our Father’s business. Your support has made 
my ability to teach and preach to others beyond the confines of the building, the pandemic 
notwithstanding. 
  
BENTON 
  
In my last report, I mentioned the baptism of two within the space of a week. Samantha 
S. is still faithful, along with her family. She is well-loved and an encouragement to us all. 
I also reported that Jesse C. was dissuaded from continuing with us because of the 
influence of his mother. The good news is that Jesse has returned. He is still weak and 
inconsistent in attendance, but I am more hopeful for him that I had been. 
  
Many members have been suffering physically since my last report. Marvin B.’s eyesight 
has been waning slowly. We now have to bring the Butlers to Bible studies on 
Wednesdays. Ellen has been picking them up since my injury. Mae L. was put under 
hospice care after she was found unconscious by her nephew in August. She amazingly 
recovered and is in a nursing home. Three members have been affected by Covid-19. 
One was working at the State Hospital in Little Rock and contracted it from work in the 
summer. Her husband (not a member) caught it from her; we are thankful to the Lord 
that He answered our prayers for them so that they recovered from relatively mild cases. 
They moved to the Cabot area in September. We will miss them. Another member 
contracted Covid-19 in September, and his wife then got it. They both have high-risk 
factors, but the Lord answered our constant prayers for them. They are doing much 
better now, but they are still weak from the ordeal and unable to return to services. We 
miss them. Several other elderly members who are also very faithful have been hindered 
by intermittent ailments. We rejoice that almost all that had quarantined have resumed 



meeting with the saints. Most members that had quarantined did not quarantine just for 
themselves but for the sake of others.  
  
To keep distancing regulations, some members attend only on Sunday evenings, and 
some attend only on Sunday mornings. Herb M., Ellen and I are the only ones regularly 
attending both services. We sing the same songs and study the same passages of 
scripture. I am preaching on the various “one another” passages in the New Testament. 
Everyone appreciates the lessons very much. 
  
Don McClain got Covid-19 in early August when he was visiting family in Missouri. I was 
with him the next day (Aug. 5) for the program “Searching for the Truth” and the weekly 
Wednesday online Bible class that followed. Don did not know that he had contracted the 
virus from his sister that he saw on Tuesday. She became sick that evening. Two days 
after I was with Don, he began feeling some symptoms. That weekend, he learned that 
his sister had tested positive for Covid-19, so he got an antigen test (result in 15 minutes) 
at his doctor’s office on Monday. He called me immediately about his positive test result. 
I decided to get tested the next day to make sure whether or not I had it, and I informed 
everyone with whom I had been in contact since I had been with Don in his office the 
Wednesday before. My week was ruined because I needed to isolate myself until I knew 
my test result. My conscience told me that it would be wrong to potentially expose others 
to the potentially dangerous virus or not to tell others with whom I interacted until I got 
tested. As a precaution the church cancelled service that Wednesday. At the end of the 
week, I received my test result of negative. I was very thankful to the Lord for His 
protection. The church could meet again without the concern about an outbreak. I did 
not rejoin Don on the program until September to make sure that the virus had run its 
course in his household. 
  
In the third week of September, I injured my knee somehow. I was simply, routinely 
getting onto my riding lawn mower when I suddenly felt intense pain in my left knee. I 
couldn’t walk back into the house. I finally figured out that I could walk backwards much 
more easily than forward. Ronnie convinced me to go to the hospital (Ellen was in Ozark 
visiting her mother and father for the week). Nothing was broken or dislocated, and My 
sister-in-law Lori loaned me her walker. I am still using it, but I have finally seen a 
specialist and started getting physical therapy.  
  
In spite of many difficulties, I did have some opportunities to teach others in part of 
August and part of September. I still could not resume some studies that were 
discontinued because of Covid-19. I have resumed several weekly studies that have since 
been interrupted by the necessary isolation in early August and my injury in mid 
September. I actually started a very good new study with Brandon C. He is a very 
conscientious young man with a godly family, and he is a member at Hwy. 5. My injury 
notwithstanding, I have been spending a lot of time trying to help Jason C. stay on the 
strait and narrow way. His wife Angela consented to a study with Ellen and me. This was 
a big step for her. Other studies I had in August and September were: Brandon C. 



(Personal Evangelism), Mildred P. (Exodus), Bunny T. (Matthew), the Phillips family 
(Matthew), the Dickerson family (Matthew), Thursday morning at Hwy. 5 (Hebrews), 
Jason C. (Christian Living), Jason and Angela C. (Marriage). 
  
I publish a weekly bulletin for the members and preach twice on Sunday. We are not 
having Bible classes, so our study in Psalms (which was nearing an end) has been put on 
hold. If the Lord wills, we are planning to resume this class in November. We do have a 
Bible study on Wednesday evenings. Herb M. just completed our study of Titus, but I 
have been asked to start teaching the class after Herb finishes the study on Philemon. 
The radio program “Searching for the Truth” at 65th Street has ended on radio, but the 
Facebook Live and You Tube versions are continuing online on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays at 3pm Central Time. I have rearranged my schedule to help Don McClain on 
Mondays as well as Wednesdays and Fridays now. People from all around the world tune 
in. It lasts one hour instead of a half hour now. 
  
FELLOW WORKERS 
  
I am happy to be working with Don McClain, who preaches to the church of Christ meeting 
on 65th Street. He is sound in the faith. He has worked hard to make the live radio/online 
program helpful to reach many people with the truth. Many things could go wrong at any 
time, but he patiently and vigorously fixes the problems that sometimes arise. He makes 
outstanding chart that are also very helpful. I have enjoyed working with him for quite a 
while and am thankful to have the privilege of working together with him. 
  
I also appreciate the honor and privilege of having you as laborers in the gospel through 
your prayers, financial support, and emotional support by encouragement and good 
example. May the Lord bless our work together. May it all be to His glory! 
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