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The election season is finally over. The holiday season has been ramping up and we are almost into a 
new year. Many would look at 2020 and easily want to erase it from their memory. From Covid-19 with 
all the restrictions that came with it. I believe for many; the fear of the unknown has been made 
evident. Lots of learning experiences for everyone to consider and I am no different. 
 
Our Sunday morning Bible class study has transitioned into the book of Acts. It works out perfectly 
because there are plenty of instances of persecution that is recorded in the book of Acts. Making 
practical applications that relates to us today is necessary. It also helps us to see that maybe our 
sufferings and persecutions are at least not as bad as others. I am very thankful that I am not in 
Stephen’s position of being stoned while preaching truth. I am thankful that I have not been arrested 
and questioned for teaching that Jesus was crucified and resurrected. Certainly, I do not want to 
minimize the changes that have happened and that might possibly continue in our country. I simply 
want to remain positive during these issues that we face with the fact that we do still live in the best 
country in the world as we know it. Our Wednesday night study is still in the book of Isaiah and the 
teacher has not revealed to me what our next study will be. I have said before that we typically do Old 
Testament studies on Wednesday evenings and New Testament studies on Sunday mornings.  
 
My recent sermons have continued from the context of Matthew 5 into Matthew 6. One of the major 
points we took from Matthew 5 was the fact that matters of the heart is what tends to get people in 
trouble. Matthew 6 helps us with understanding the priorities of righteousness. Are we doing things to 
be seen by others? Still being a matter of the heart, we must be willing to set our will aside to properly 
serve God.  
 
The plans are not set in stone yet, but we are planning on getting a setup to do Powerpoint for our 
lessons and singing. Due to the layout of our building, we will not be using the projector/screen method. 
We will be getting a wall mount for the flat screen TV that will be used as the power source. This is not 
ideal for large auditoriums but for the size room we have, it will be perfect. It is not much but it is 
something that will be beneficial for us. We will be able to sing new songs that are not currently in the 
song books we have. We use the old red “Sacred Selections” song book. While there are good songs in 
there, there are many other wonderful songs that we do not sing because they are not in that book. We 
decided that it would be better to do a set up this way instead of getting new song books. We get the 
benefit of singing new songs and being able to use it for teaching purposes.  
 
Covid-19 has tightened its grip on us in our area. According to the statistics recently put out by our 
Governor and the State of Arkansas, Drew County (Monticello) has had the most cases of Covid-19 
recently. This has caused concern for many in our area. Businesses are struggling with some advertising 
that they are closing temporarily and some closing permanently. This has not helped in trying to get new 
people. There are many “churches” in the area that are shutting down services completely because of 
the growing number of cases in our area. We have continued holding services and have not considered 
cancelling yet. We do encourage everyone to practice social distancing, wearing masks, and washing 
hands. Nobody in our group has had Covid-19 that we are aware of so for now, we will continue meeting 
as scheduled while encouraging everyone to please follow the guidelines to keep as safe as possible.  
 
I want to request prayers for my wife as well. Her father, Dave Storie, had a liver transplant last year. 
Shortly after that transplant he was diagnosed with GVHD which meant that the liver was rejecting his 
body. It took so long to get that under control that just a couple months ago we were told that he was 
GVHD free! The good news lasted for a short time. About two weeks ago he was admitted back into the 
hospital and now his body is rejecting the liver. Now they are having to treat this issue. He almost died 
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with GVHD and he was put back in ICU when they found that his body was rejecting the liver. He is home 
now but this has been stressful for our family. We have studied with Dave, but he has never obeyed the 
gospel which does weigh on my wife. Prayers are much appreciated.  
 
I pray that everything is going well for you guys. I am sure that Covid-19 has affected you guys in some 
way, but I pray that you guys are still able to worship. I know that being able to worship has helped us 
tremendously during this time. Thank you for supporting me during this pandemic because I know that 
this has been challenging for everyone. Your continued support is appreciated and I hope this letter 
finds you doing well. 


