
Trace the Argument

• Take knowledge of  big picture, problem, weird things, 
repetition—combine into clear statements

• Goal:  an “in our own words” summary

• Should be simple enough to explain easily, broad 
enough to encompass strange passages



Trace the Argument

• To the exiles:  God has chosen you, caused you to be 
born again, and given you an incorruptible 
inheritance, waiting for you (1:1-5)

• Good news, but at the moment you have some 
hardships that test and refine your faith as you await  
this salvation (1:6-9)

• Prophets and angels wanted to know more about the 
specifics, but you are the real beneficiaries (1:10-12)

• So roll up your sleeves and stay level-headed, looking 
forward to that (1:13)
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• In the meantime, don’t live in old passions, but be 
holy, like God (1:14-17)

• Your redemption was incredibly expensive, so don’t 
throw it away (1:18-21)

• Instead, love one another, like the God who begot 
you through his living and abiding word (1:22-25)

• So put away all those old behaviors and focus on what 
will make you grow—since you know you can trust 
God’s goodness (2:1-3)
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• Just like Jesus is a living stone rejected by men but 
chosen by God, so are you—and God is building you 
into his temple (2:4-8)

• You are the new Israel—kings, priests, holy (2:9-10)

• So act like God’s people in a foreign land:  keep your 
behavior pure so that enemies will see goodness and 
praise God instead of  cursing you (2:11-12)

• So submit yourselves to every level of  government, 
remembering its role and God’s will that you silence 
opposition by doing good (2:13-17)
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• Servants, too, need to be submissive, even if  they 
have bad masters (2:18-19)

• It’s one thing to be beaten when you deserve it, but 
when you are beaten for doing good, it is a blessing 
(that’s exactly what happened to Jesus) (2:19-25)

• Wives, too, need to be submissive, even if  their 
husbands don’t obey (you can win them over with 
your submission) (3:1-2)

• Don’t just focus on outward beauty, but cultivate the 
inner beauty of  a gentle and quiet spirit which God 
loves (like Sarah) (3:3-6)
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• Husbands also need to have understanding and honor 
for their wives or else God won’t hear their prayers 
(3:7)

• All of  us (married or not, servants or not) need unity, 
sympathy, love, humility, and refusal to take revenge if  
we want God to hear and be favorable to us (3:8-12)

• If  we have zeal for good, we should have no fear of  
opponents, but honor Christ and be ready to give a 
defense when they ask us a reason for our hope (with 
gentleness, respect, and a good conscience)(3:13-16)



Trace the Argument

• Suffering for doing good means we follow Jesus, who 
even preached to those (now) dead in the days of  
Noah, yet only 8 were saved through water (3:18-20)

• Baptism relates to this salvation and has its power 
through Jesus’ resurrection and dominion (3:21-22)

• So if  Jesus suffered, we should be prepared to suffer 
and abstain from fleshly passions (since we have 
wasted enough time doing worldly things)(4:1-3)

• God will judge them—and he preached the gospel to 
those who are (now) dead so that human judgment is 
not the last word (4:4-6)
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• Since the end is near, keep praying, loving, showing 
hospitality, serving one another (4:7-11)

• Don’t be surprised at coming trial, but rejoice to share 
Christ’s suffering (4:12-14)

• Don’t suffer as evildoer—but if  as a Christian, glorify 
God (4:15-16)

• Our suffering only implies further suffering for the 
disobedient (4:17-19)

• Elders need to shepherd the flock—not forced to, not 
by force, not for gain (5:1-4)



Trace the Argument

• All younger should submit to elders, be humble, and 
cast cares on God (5:5-7)

• We must be vigilant against the schemes of  the devil, 
remembering that we are experiencing the same 
things as brothers everywhere (5:8-9)

• God himself  will restore and strengthen us (5:10-11)


