
Be a Better Bible Student—4Q 2020 

Class 3:  Identify Genre/Literary Type, Style, and Tone 
 
Pre-Class 
 

• Read through the entire letter to the 1 Peter again.  Look for verses that show that it is a letter.   
 
 

• What do you know about the audience? 
 
 

• How is Peter feeling as he writes this? 
 
 
 
Identify Genre/Literary Type 

• All written works fall into categories that affect how we read them.  Very often different types 
will be contained within others (e.g. narratives that contain parables). 

• Narrative.  A recounting of events, usually with special emphasis on God’s role and purposes. 

• Poetry.  Often figurative.  Hebrew poetry contains parallelisms that are synonyms, antonyms, 
or amplifications.  Many OT examples, NT has Phil 2:6-11 or 1 Tim 3:16. 

• Wisdom literature.  Umbrella term for Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes.   Wise men seeking to 
understand human existence.  Often speak in broad (but not universal) conclusions. 

• Epistles.  Letters written in a particular form and style.  Addressed to groups or individuals.  
Usually prompted by a concern.  

• Parable.  Figurative speech (or allegory) using a physical story to communicate a spiritual 
truth or a spiritual understanding of a physical situation. 

• Apocalyptic.  Otherworldly beings communicate through horrid, grotesque, and vivid images 
a different reality that reassures distressed people of God’s future triumph. 

• All of these categories have different “rules” for reading them.  Many of these we know 
intuitively. 

 
Style 

• Each biblical author has his own style—a peculiar way of expressing, illustrating, and 
explaining truth.  This is part of the wonder of inspiration 

• Styles lend themselves to certain emphases (e.g. Luke emphasizes rich/poor, women, Holy 
Spirit in his recording of Jesus’ sayings) 

• Many of the epistles have a pastoral style—in which the author writes to address concerns 
about what is happening in a local church 

• Audience and subject matter affect style 
 
Tone 

• Each biblical text has its own tone or mood, which reflects the author’s emotions and concerns 

• The prophets usually have an urgent tone, while many of the Psalms have a reverent tone 

• Behind each description of tone is the question “Why is the author speaking this way?” 

• Tone often helps explain word choices that would otherwise appear odd 
 



• Genre/literary type, style, and tone are all part of understanding the context in which a 
passage was written 

 
 
Applying it to 1 Peter 

• What type of literature is 1 Peter?  What would that lead us to expect about its contents? 
 
 

• Is there anything strange about 1 Peter, given what we know about its genre? 
 
 

• How would you describe Peter’s style in this letter?  Is it similar to his style in any other 
letters? 

 
 

• How does Peter feel in this letter?  What is he happy about?  What is he unhappy about?   
 
 

• How would you feel if you received a letter like this? 
 


