
Be a Better Bible Student—4Q 2020 

Class 1:  Be a Better Bible Student! 
 
Read these verses: 
Psalm 119:14, 24, 35, 40, 47, 72, 92, 97, 103, 111, 113, 127, 131, 162, 174 

 

• In honesty, do you feel this way about reading the Bible?   
 

• Why do we struggle loving/delighting in/taking joy in reading the Bible like this? 
 

 
Goals for This Class 

• To get us excited about Bible study 

• To teach us Bible study tools so that we can study for ourselves 

• To connect with God through the regular reading of his word for ourselves 

• To learn to love (not just endure) the word of God 
 
The Problem 

• Many Christians don’t enjoy studying the Bible, so they don’t do it 

• Many Christians feel that they can’t study the Bible for themselves, so they trust others to do it 
for them (a system ripe for abuse) 

• Many Christians don’t know how to teach the Bible to their children—or to the lost—because 
they do not know it themselves 

• Many Christians live without a connection to God because they do not read his word 

• Many Christians begin to make up their own version of God because they do not stay in touch 
with him through his word 

• Many Christians struggle to understand or make decisions about doctrinal and moral 
questions because they do not know how to study 

• “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge”(Hosea 4:6). 
 
Col 3:16 

• What does it mean for the word to “dwell in you richly”?  What does this imply? 
 
 

• Can you tell a difference when the word is dwelling in you richly?  Explain. 
 
 
 
Phil 4:8 

• What kinds of thoughts do you tend to focus on?  Is this list different than your natural 
tendency?  Do you believe Scripture might help here? 

 
 
 
Rom 12:2 

• What does it mean, practically, to “be transformed by the renewal of your mind”? 
 



 
 
Matt 4:4 

• In what way is this passage comparing God’s word to bread? 
 
 
 
Firsthand Discovery 

• Nothing will make us as excited about Bible study as discovering things ourselves 

• Too often we want others to do the studying and thinking for us 
o This puts another person between us and God 
o This leaves us vulnerable to their thoughts and biases, Eph 4:14 
o In extremes, it leads to systems like Catholicism 
o Others don’t always know our needs and interests (e.g. preaching alone does not 

perfectly suit our needs) 

• Firsthand discovery means that I am able to learn and become interested in the Bible on my 
own 

• Our goal in this class is to equip us to be able to make these discoveries on our own 

• This will enrich our personal study, our group studies, our ability to discuss Scripture with 
others—but most of all, it will enrich our relationship with God and our daily walk with him 

 
Approach 

• We must approach Bible study with a spirit of humility 
o “receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls”(James 1:21) 
o God is teacher and I am here to learn 
o God has something he wants to communicate 
o The goal is not to argue with other people, but to understand and connect with God 
o My thoughts and interpretations are always subject to change.  I may be wrong. 

• We must approach Bible study with a belief that we can understand it 
o “when you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ”(Eph 3:4) 
o “do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is”(Eph 5:17) 
o God has revealed himself to us so that we can understand 
o That does not mean it will be easy or that we will understand everything 
o It means that we are capable of reading and grasping the word for ourselves 
o The issue is that we must be careful—it is possible to twist Scripture to our destruction 

(2 Pet 3:16) 
o The appropriate posture is cautious confidence—confidence that we are capable of 

understanding tempered by caution about dangers  
 
Class Formats 

• We will be learning Bible study skills and practicing them by studying 1 Peter 

• I have printed a copy of the letter and put it in your notebooks.  This is for you to mark up and 
make notes 

• Each class will have a pre-class activity.  Please do the pre-class activity before class!  Much of the 
value of the class will be in you practicing the skills, not simply showing up for class. 

 
Let’s learn how to be better Bible students! 


