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The 
Revelation Challenge

The REvelation challenge requires committing 
yourself to two goals:

1.  reading the chapter of revelation we 
will be discussing At Least Twice before 
coming to class

2. completing each lesson before coming 
to class

if you’re up to the challenge, sign the pledge 
below ...

I, ____________________ Commit Myself 
to taking the revelation Challenge.



Basic Outline of Revelation

I.  Introduction: Chapters 1-3
A. Jesus appears to John: Chapter 1.
B. Jesus has a message for each of the seven churches: Chapters 2-3

1.Each letter begins by telling John to write to the "angel" of that particular church.  
2.Each then describes Jesus using terms found in Chapter 1.
3.Each says that Jesus knows their deeds or difficulties.  
4.Each then discusses the good or bad points of each church.
5.Each then closes with an admonition to "overcome" the difficulties that lie ahead.   
6.Each time a reward is promised which appears again in the last two chapters.
7.Each closes with “He who has an ear..., etc.”

II. The Book with Seven Seals: Chapters 4-11 
A. John is taken to heaven where God reigns: Chapter 4
B. The book with seven seals is presented: Chapter 5
C. The seven seals are opened: Chapters 6-11

1. The first four seals  - the four horsemen (6:1-8)
2. The fifth seal - martyred saints (6:9-11)
3. The sixth seal - turmoil (6:12-17)

a) An interlude (Chapter 7)
4.The seventh seal is seven trumpets (chapters 8-11)

a) The first four trumpets - various calamities (8:7-12)
b) The fifth trumpet - locusts (9:1-12)
c) The sixth trumpet - invasion (9:13-21)

(1) An interlude, seven thunders, (chapter 10:1-11:14)
d)The seventh trumpet - culmination (11:15-19)

III. Satan and his Servants: Chapters 12-19 
A. The struggle between Satan and the church introduced: Chapter 12
B. Satan’s Beasts are introduced: Chapter 13
C. The faithful do not worship the Beast: Chapter 14
D. The seven bowls of wrath presented: Chapter 15
E. The seven bowls poured out: Chapter 16
F. The Harlot city that sits on the Beast: Chapters 17-18
G. Victory over Satan and his Beasts: Chapter 19

IV. Wrapping Things Up: Chapters 20-22 
A. Judgment on Satan, his servants, and all mankind: Chapter 20
B. Final reward of the saints: Chapters 21-22



Outline of Revelation 
Based on the Dual-Enemy view

Introduction: Jesus to His People  (Chapters 1 - 3)

Chapter 1 - Christ has something to reveal to the saints about things that are going to take place 
soon.

Chapters 2-3 - Warning and encouragement for the 7 churches. He that overcomes will be 
rewarded.

The Book with Seven Seals: Judgment on Israel and the Land  (Chapters 4-11)

Chapter 4 - God Almighty reigns over all creation from on high, God is in control.

Chapter 5 - A book with seven seals that only Christ can open.

Chapter 6 - Jesus breaks the seals and reveals coming events which will fall on the Jews.
 1st seal, White horse = Roman conqueror coming against Israel.                               
 2nd seal, Red horse = War will break out in the land.
 3rd seal, Black horse = There will be famine through the land.
 4th seal, Pale horse = Disease and death will spread through the land.
 5th seal, Martyred saints = God’s martyrs cry for vengeance on their persecutors.
 6th seal, Earthquake = Upheavals in the world are about to occur.   

Chapter 7 - An Interlude.  
Four winds = Roman forces held back from Israel until Christians can be marked for safety.  
144,000 = The Christians who are the righteous remnant of Israel.  The rest of Israel not marked are 
left for destruction.   The innumerable host = The Christians portrayed after surviving the period of 
tribulation and receiving their reward in heaven.  All will be well in the end. 

Chapter 8 - The 7th Seal, consists of seven trumpets.
1st trumpet, Hail and fire = Symbolic of Judgment.
2nd trumpet, Sea turned to blood = Symbolic of Judgment.
3rd trumpet, Waters turned bitter = Symbolic of Judgment.
4th trumpet, Heavenly luminaries darkened by one third = Symbolic of falling authorities. 

Chapter 9 - The Fifth and Sixth Trumpets.
5th trumpet, Locusts = Symbolic of demons stirring up irrational Jewish internecine fighting. 
6th trumpet, Release of angels at Euphrates = An invasion of the land of Palestine from north.



Chapter 10 - The 7 peals of thunder not revealed.  When the 7th trumpet sounds, it will finish the 
mystery  revealed to the prophets.  Little book = After the seven seal book is finished, another 
prophesy will be revealed to John which will be about the Gentile nations, this is the material of 
chapters 12-19.           

Chapter 11 - Measuring temple = Represents the righteous remnant of Israel, the holy part, which is 
marked for protection.  Given to the Gentiles = The rest of Jerusalem is given over for destruction.  
1260 days = A “cut short” period of time as per Matt. 24:22. Two witnesses = The Apostles and 
Prophets of the NT.  Resurrected = The testimony  of God’s prophets will continue in spite of the 
persecution and turmoil.  7th trumpet, The heavenly  kingdom of Christ and the temple in heaven are 
now shown to have replaced the OT order. 

The Revelation of the Little Book: Judgment On Rome  (Chapters 12-19) 

Chapter 12 -  A woman = The faithful remnant of Israel.  The dragon = Satan.  Man child = 
Christ.  Cast out = Satan tries to destroy Christ  and righteous Israel to thwart God’s plan of 
salvation.  He fails.  Satan determines to wage war against the church, which is now the faithful 
remnant of Israel.  

Chapter 13 - The Sea Beast = Rome, is raised up by Satan to wage war against  the saints.  The 
Earth Beast = False religion, joins with Rome and persuades the nations to worship Rome in the 
image of Caesar. The mark = symbolic of those who submit to worship Caesar, possibly a 
reference to temple certificate verifying one has so worshipped.  666 = Code by gematria for 
Nero Caesar.    

Chapter 14 - The faithful are warned not to worship the Beast.  144,000 = Faithful Christians 
who held out and did not worship the Beast.   Angel announcing = The call of the Gospel to 
repentance. Babylon = Rome.  Worship the Beast  = Emperor worship.  Grapes of wrath = 
Judgment on Rome.

Chapter 15 - The Seven Last Plagues. 7 bowls of wrath containing 7 plagues for the earth. 
Judgments to be poured out on Rome.  Those who had come off victorious = Christians.  

Chapter 16 - The Bowls of Wrath, Judgment on Rome.
   1st bowl, Sores = Symbolic of Judgment.
   2nd bowl, Sea turned to blood = Symbolic of Judgment.
   3rd bowl, Waters turned to blood = Symbolic of Judgment.
   4th bowl, Sun scorches men = Symbolic of Judgment.
   5th bowl, Kingdom of the Beast darkened = Turmoil among Romans.
   6th bowl, Euphrates dries up = Encouraging the forces of the world to gather for battle.



   Unclean spirits = Deceptive spirits encouraging men to fight God.  Armageddon = 
 Symbolic of a great battlefield, Christ allows His enemies to gather for destruction. 
 7th bowl, Earthquakes and calamities = The fall of Rome.

Chapter 17 - The Harlot city  = Rome. Judgment is pronounced upon the city  of Rome and its 
immoral worldliness which has corrupted the nations.

Chapter 18 - Lamentations for Babylon = Loss of commerce that results from the fall of Rome.

Chapter 19 - Rejoicing over the judgment on Rome.  The rider of the white horse = Christ. The 
eventual complete victory of the forces of Christ over the Roman empire is predicted.

Conclusion: What Happens In The End  (Chapters 20-22)   

Chapter 20 - Satan bound = Satan is kept from using world powers as he had with Rome.  1,000 
years = Symbolic for a long period of time.  Souls reigning = The martyred saints live and reign 
with Christ.  Loosing of Satan = At some point before the end of the world Satan will be allowed 
to threaten the church again.  Thrones = Final judgment.

Chapters 21-22  - New Jerusalem.  This is a symbolic description of the glorified church in 
heaven after the final judgment.  



Revelation 1 (ESV)

 [1:1] The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his 
servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his 
angel to his servant John, [2] who bore witness to the word of God and to the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. [3] Blessed is the one who reads 
aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep 
what is written in it, for the time is near.
 [4] John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
 Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, [5] and from Jesus 
Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on 
earth.
 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood [6] and 
made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. [7] Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye 
will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on 
account of him. Even so. Amen.
 [8] “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who 
was and who is to come, the Almighty.”
 [9] I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and 
the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on 
account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. [10] I was in the Spirit on 
the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet [11] saying, 
“Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and 
to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and 
to Laodicea.”
 [12] Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning 
I saw seven golden lampstands, [13] and in the midst of the lampstands one like a 
son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 
[14] The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were 
like a flame of fire, [15] his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, 
and his voice was like the roar of many waters. [16] In his right hand he held 
seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like 
the sun shining in full strength.
 [17] When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right 
hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, [18] and the living one. I 
died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 
[19] Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are 
to take place after this. [20] As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in 
my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of 
the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.



Lesson one
Exploring Revelation

Revelation is one of the most exciting and inspiring books of the Bible. But it is also one of the 
most neglected and misunderstood books of the bible. This is unfortunate. Revelation was meant 
to be read and understood by all of God’s people. While we may never understand everything 
Revelation has to teach us, there is much to be gained from a dedicated study of the book. 

What one gets out of a study of Revelation will depend entirely on what one is willing to put into 
it. While a basic understanding of the book is not difficult, comprehending some of the 
symbolism will require multiple readings and diligent study. So before you read any further, ask 
yourself “Am I willing to devote my time and energy to learning what God has to teach me 
through the book of Revelation?”

Read Revelation 1
Many of the keys to interpreting Revelation can be found in the first chapter. As you read, make 
a list of information you are given that you think will help you understand what the book is all 
about:
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Questions

1.What encouragement to study Revelation is given in the first 
chapter?

2.Who are the two authors of Revelation?

3. What does the author mean when he says he was “in the Spirit on the Lord’s day” (v.10)?

4. Who was the original audience of Revelation?

5. What can you infer about the circumstances of the 
church at the time Revelation was written?
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Lesson two
historical context

Tribulation
The word tribulation means “a state of great trouble, suffering, or persecution.” It is used five 
times in Revelation to describe the condition of the Christians who are being addressed (1:9; 
2:9-10, 22; 7:14). You have probably heard someone talk about a Great Tribulation that would 
occur in the end times, preceding the second coming of Christ. Such an idea is not to be found in 
Revelation, however. For John and his readers, the tribulation spoken of was happening right 
then! 

One of the main messages of Revelation is that God is aware of the tribulation of the saints 
(2:9-10) and that He will deliver them through it (7:14). But what exactly is the nature of the 
tribulation they faced? And who is the cause?

The Jewish Threat
The first and perhaps fiercest persecutors of the early church were the unbelieving Jews. They 
were the ones who first opposed Jesus’ ministry and put Him on the cross. After His death, they 
tried to stamp out “the Christian heresy” by stifling the gospel message and opposing those who 
preached it or attempted to follow it. The book of Acts records how the Jews put the apostles in 
jail, killed Stephen and James, stoned and imprisoned Paul, and put enormous social pressure on 
Christians to deny the gospel. Jewish false teachers are also the cause of many of the problems 
addressed in Romans, Galatians, 2 Corinthians, and Hebrews.

Jesus promised that God would judge the Jews and specifically the city of Jerusalem where the 
temple dwelt (Matthew 24; Luke 21). When the Romans invaded Jewish territory and destroyed 
Jerusalem and its temple in 70 AD, his followers knew that His words were true:
 

“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has 
come near... For there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this 
people. They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all nations, and 
Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are 
fulfilled” (Luke 21:20-24).

Are the unbelieving Jews the persecutors of the book of Revelation? Are the judgments against 
the wicked in Revelation speaking of the destruction of Jerusalem? Jewish persecution is 
mentioned in the first part of the book and some of the judgments described in the the first half 
of the book (chapters 1-11) seem to have a parallel with what we know about the destruction of 
Jerusalem in 70 AD. However, there is too much in Revelation (especially in the latter half, 
chapters 12-22) that seems to better fit a Roman persecution. So if the unbelieving Jews are the 
persecutors being judged in Revelation, it is highly unlikely that they are the only persecutors.
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Caesar’s Empire vs. Christ’s Kingdom
It was several years after the events of Pentecost before the Romans even understood that the 
Christians were a distinct group from the Jews. (Note the reaction of the Roman proconsul Gallio 
to the charges brought against Paul by the Jews in Acts 18:14-15) For a long time, Romans 
basically ignored the Christians or treated them virtually the same as Jews.

That all changed with the reign of the Roman emperor Nero (54-68 AD). To shift blame away 
from himself, Nero branded Christians responsible for the great fire of 64 AD that destroyed 
much of Rome. He used his imperial might to punish anyone who wore the name of Christ. 
Christians were now recognized as a group distinct from Jews who followed a “deadly 
superstition.” Nero’s actions set the precedents for later persecutions by the empire. Domitian 
(81-96 AD), began a policy of official action against any in the empire who bore “the name.” 
Persecution against Christians remained common until the reign of Constantine who in 313 AD 
issued the Edict of Milan which gave Christians the right to practice their religion freely.

Someone might ask, “Why would the Romans want to oppose Christians?” After all, in many 
ways, Christians were model citizens; as followers of Christ they were admonished to submit to 
the ruling government unconditionally (Matthew 
22:15-22; Romans 13; 1 Peter 3:13-25). But on 
the other hand, the gospel presented a direct 
challenge to the Roman empire. It declared Jesus 
king over the whole earth, Yahweh the only God 
to be worshipped, and it demanded absolute 
moral purity of kingdom citizens. These 
teachings of Christ did not sit well with the 
empire.

Who Are the enemies?
Christians have come to different conclusions about who the main persecutor of Revelation is. 
The conclusion one draws is important because it will determine how one interprets many of the 
passages in Revelation. Some people understand the persecutors to be the unbelieving Jews and 
interpret the judgments in the book to be directed at the Jews. Those who take this view date the 
book to the time of Nero (ca. 64-68 AD) before the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. Others 
see Rome as the great persecutor and interpret the judgments to be directed against Rome. Some 
who take this view date the book to the time of Nero’s persecution (ca. 64-68 AD), while others 
date the book to the time of Domitian’s persecution (ca. 95 AD).

My conviction is that Revelation was written at the time of Nero to pronounce judgment on both 
enemies of God’s people (the unbelieving Jews and the Roman persecutors). We will say more 
about this dual-enemy view later on, but for now it is important to recognize what Christian 
churches were up against in the first century.
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questions

1. Why do you think God allows his people to experience tribulation? 

2. Skim the book of Revelation for evidence of persecution by both Jews and Romans. Look for 
anything that might suggest which enemy (Jews or the Roman empire) might be responsible. 
List as many references as you can below:

Jewish Persecution: 

Roman Persecution:  

3. According to John, when would the events described in this book happen? (READ Revelation 
1:1-3; 22:6,10)

4. Many in the religious world believe that the events described in Revelation have not yet 
occurred but will happen sometime in our future. Why can this interpretation of Revelation not 
be true?

5. Some point out that Peter said that a thousand years is as one day with the Lord (2 Peter 3:8). 
Therefore, when God says these things would take place shortly, He may have actually meant 
thousands of years in the future. How would you answer that argument? 
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Lesson three
What Does it all mean?

apocalypse
The Greek word for “revelation” is apokalupsis, or “apocalypse”; it means to reveal, unveil, or 
disclose something. In the book of Revelation, God is revealing to its readers what is happening 
behind the scenes of their physical reality. Revelation gives us glimpses of the heavenly realm 
and exposes the great spiritual conflict between the people of God and the forces of evil taking 
place on the earth. It shows us a God who sees and sympathizes with the situation of His people 
and who is about to set things right by judging the enemies of God’s people on the earth. It 
shows us the reward waiting for the faithful followers of Christ and the tragic end of those who 
reject Christ.

Apocalyptic literature tells its tale by using highly symbolic language and imagery. Instead of 
John saying “our society influences us and pressures us to do things we do not want to do as 
Christians,” he says “we are engaged in a war with a monstrous beast that controls the land and 
sea; this beast has seven heads and ten horns; he is quick like a leopard but has powerful feet like 
a bear and a ferocious mouth like a lion’s and he is hungry for the blood of the 
saints” (paraphrase of Revelation 13). 
Which stands out more in your mind?

Think of reading Revelation like you 
would read a comic book. Each part of 
the story told in symbolic language is 
like a word picture. Step back, look at 
each picture as a whole, and ask, What 
is John trying to say with this picture? 
Also, do not get too bogged down in the 
details. While we might try to figure out 
why the beast has seven heads and ten 
horns, the main point of the description 
of the beast is that he is powerful, 
mean, and frightening. That’s most 
important!

numbers as symbols
If you’ve read the book of Revelation, you’ve probably noticed how often Revelation uses 
numbers. One of the most common numbers repeated throughout the book is the number 7. 
We’ve already encountered the number 7 a few times in the first chapter alone (7 churches, 7 
golden lamp stands, 7 stars). You might have already guessed that there is symbolic value 
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attached to these numbers. In fact, numbers are some of the most commonly employed symbols 
in the book. Here are some examples of numbers that have symbolic value in the Bible and 
especially in the book of Revelation:

• 1 - symbolizes unity; examples: Deuteronomy 6:4; John 10:30; Genesis 2:24; 
Ephesians 4:4-6

• 2 - symbolizes both a unified pair and division or contrast; unity examples: 
Genesis 2:20, 24; 7:8f; Exodus 32:15; Luke 10:1; Numbers 35:30; Revelation 
11:3-12; division/contrast examples: 1 Kings 18:21; Matthew 7:13; Hebrews 
4:12; Revelation 1:16

• 3 - symbolizes a complete and ordered whole; God is three persons (Father, 
Son, Holy Spirit), families consist of three parts (father, mother, child), Jesus 
was resurrected after “three days” (Matthew 12:40), etc. A threefold repetition 
of something expresses the superlative (Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 4:8).

• 4 - symbolizes the world or creation (Jeremiah 49:36; Revelation 20:8) - this 
makes sense because there are four points of the compass and 4 sides to a 
square, the simplest plane figure; 4 can also symbolize completeness

• 7 - symbolizes completeness because God created the world in 7 days; it is also 
important because it is the sum of two other numbers with symbolic 
significance, 3 and 4.

• 10 - symbolizes completeness and it is also associated with power; in 
Revelation, 10 days of tribulation are predicted for Smyrna (2:10), the great 
dragon has 10 horns (12:3), there are 10 diadems (13:10), and 10 kings (17:12).

• 12 - symbolizes God’s elect people; there are 12 tribes of Israel in the OT, 12 
apostles, and 12 “tribes” of Christians in the NT (James 1:1)

Multiples of these numbers are also important. For example, 4 (symbolizing completeness) X 10 
(symbolizing completeness) =40 (symbolizing a really complete amount!). The flood lasted 40 
days (Genesis 7:4), Moses was on Mt. Sinai 40 days (Exodus 24:18), Jesus fasted in the 
wilderness for 40 days (Matthew 4:2), the resurrected Jesus remained with his disciples for 40 
days (Acts 1:3), Israel wandered in the wilderness for 40 years (Numbers 14:33), and a man was 
considered an adult at age 40 (Acts 7:23).

Gematria
Gematria is the Hebrew derivation of the Greek word geomatria (or, geometry). Gematria is a 
method of interpreting Scripture which uses numbers to stand for letters. If we attached 
numerical value to the letters of our alphabet, my name would be represented like this: J (10) + 
E (5) + R (18) + E (5) + M (13) + Y (25) = 76. So then, if someone wanted to write my name in 
code, they could write it as 76.
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Many scholars think that John is using gematria to write in code the name of the church’s 
persecutor in Revelation 13:18 “let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the 
beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666.” When we calculate that number 
using Hebrew letters, it works out to be Nero Caesar.1

Hebrew by the numbers
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Questions

1. In chapter 1, Jesus is pictured as being among 7 golden lamp stands holding 7 stars in his 
hand. What does John say these figures represent? Why do you think these particular figures 
were used?

2. Why is important that Jesus is walking among the lamp stands?  

3. How should you approach reading the symbolic language of Revelation?

4. Can you think of any popular images in our culture today that have symbolic meaning? 
(Think political cartoons) 

5. Can you think of any numbers today, in our culture, that have symbolic meaning? Give some 
examples:

6. Do you think there is any symbolic value to the fact that John addresses 7 churches with his 
letter? If so, what do you think it means?

7. By attaching numerical value to the letters of our alphabet, calculate your name in gematria 
below: 
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Revelation 2-3 (ESV)

 [2:1] “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who 
holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden 
lampstands.
 [2] “‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how 
you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call 
themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. [3] I know you are 
enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not grown 
weary. [4] But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had 
at first. [5] Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the 
works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from 
its place, unless you repent. [6] Yet this you have: you hate the works of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also hate. [7] He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the paradise of God.’
 [8] “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the 
first and the last, who died and came to life.
 [9] “‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the 
slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of 
Satan. [10] Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to 
throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will 
have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. 
[11] He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one 
who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.’
 [12] “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘The words of 
him who has the sharp two-edged sword.
 [13] “‘I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. Yet you hold fast 
my name, and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful 
witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. [14] But I have a few 
things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who 
taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might 
eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. [15] So also you have 
some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. [16] Therefore repent. If not, I will 
come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my mouth. [17] He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who 
conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, 
with a new name written on the stone that no one knows except the one who 
receives it.’
 [18] “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The words of the 
Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished 
bronze.



 [19] “‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient 
endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first. [20] But I have this against 
you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is 
teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food 
sacrificed to idols. [21] I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her 
sexual immorality. [22] Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who 
commit adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of 
her works, [23] and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know 
that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you 
according to your works. [24] But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold 
this teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep things of Satan, to 
you I say, I do not lay on you any other burden. [25] Only hold fast what you have 
until I come. [26] The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, 
to him I will give authority over the nations, [27] and he will rule them with a rod 
of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received 
authority from my Father. [28] And I will give him the morning star. [29] He who 
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’
 [3:1] “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words of him 
who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars.
 “‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are 
dead. [2] Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not 
found your works complete in the sight of my God. [3] Remember, then, what you 
received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like 
a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against you. [4] Yet you 
have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their garments, and 
they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. [5] The one who conquers 
will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name out of the 
book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his angels. 
[6] He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’
 [7] “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of 
the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will 
shut, who shuts and no one opens.
 [8] “‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, 
which no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you 
have kept my word and have not denied my name. [9] Behold, I will make those 
of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—
behold, I will make them come and bow down before your feet, and they will 
learn that I have loved you. [10] Because you have kept my word about patient 
endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole 
world, to try those who dwell on the earth. [11] I am coming soon. Hold fast what 
you have, so that no one may seize your crown. [12] The one who conquers, I will 
make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will 
write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new 



Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new 
name. [13] He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’
 [14] “And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the 
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God's creation.
 [15] “‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you 
were either cold or hot! [16] So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor 
cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. [17] For you say, I am rich, I have 
prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, 
blind, and naked. [18] I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that 
you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the 
shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that 
you may see. [19] Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and 
repent. [20] Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. [21] The 
one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also 
conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. [22] He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”



Lesson four
Letters to the 7 churches of asia (1)

Read Revelation 2
In Revelation 2-3, Jesus sends a short letter to each 
of the seven churches to whom the book is 
addressed. Each church was located in Asia Minor 
and if you follow the order in which the churches 
are addressed on a map you will notice that they 
make a circular shape. This indicates that these 
seven churches are intended to represent ALL of 
Christ’s churches throughout the world.

In each letter, there is a pattern. Jesus first 
identifies himself to each church, using language 
drawn from the vision of chapter 1 to describe 
himself; He then praises what is good in the church and rebukes what is wrong; He offers them 
instruction on how to deal with their problems and finally, makes each of them a promise.

These letters are valuable to us first of all because they give insight into what it was like to be a 
Christian in the first century. We read of great demonstrations of faith in these churches but we 
also read of false teaching, immorality, division, and spiritual apathy among the churches. 
Secondly, the messages to these churches in the 1st century are applicable to us in the 21st 
century. We need to heed Jesus’ warnings but also take to heart his encouraging words of praise.

Answer the following questions about the church at Ephesus:
1. How does Jesus identify himself to the church?

2. What good things are going on in this church?

3. What problems does the church have?

4. What instruction does Jesus give to the church?

5. What promise does Jesus make to the church?

6. Use a Bible dictionary to find out more information on the background of this city:



Answer the following questions about the church at Smyrna:
1. How does Jesus identify himself to this church?

2. What good things are going on in this church?

3. What problems does the church have?

4. What instruction does Jesus give to the church?

5. What promises does Jesus make to the church?

6. Use a Bible dictionary to find out more information on the background of this city:

Answer the following questions about the church at Pergamum:
1. How does Jesus identify himself to this church?

2. What good things are going on in this church?

3. What problems does the church have?

4. What instruction does Jesus give to the church?

5. What promises does Jesus make to the church?

6. Use a Bible dictionary to find out more information on the background of this city:



Answer the following questions about the church at Thyatira:
1. How does Jesus identify himself to this church?

2. What good things are going on in this church?

3. What problems does the church have?

4. What instruction does Jesus give to the church?

5. What promises does Jesus make to the church?

6. Use a Bible dictionary to find out more information on the background of this city:



Lesson Five
Letters to the 7 churches of asia (2)

Read Revelation 3
Answer the following questions about the church at Sardis:

1. How does Jesus identify himself to this church?

2. What good things are going on in this church?

3. What problems does the church have?

4. What instruction does Jesus give to the church?

5. What promises does Jesus make to the church?

6. Use a Bible dictionary to find out more information on the background of this city:

Answer the following questions about the church at Philadelphia:
1. How does Jesus identify himself to this church?

2. What good things are going on in this church?

3. What problems does the church have?

4. What instruction does Jesus give to the church?

5. What promises does Jesus make to the church?

6. Use a Bible dictionary to find out more information on the background of this city:



Answer the following questions about the church at Laodicea:
1. How does Jesus identify himself to this church?

2. What good things are going on in this church?

3. What problems does the church have?

4. What instruction does Jesus give to the church?

5. What promises does Jesus make to the church?

6. Use a Bible dictionary to find out more information on the background of this city:

Application Questions

1. Which of the churches made the biggest impression on you? Why?

2. Which of the churches do you feel is most similar to Fairview Park? How?

3. What do you think is the most important lesson you learned from these churches?



Revelation 4 (ESV)

 [4:1] After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And 
the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up 
here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” [2] At once I was in the 
Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. 
[3] And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around 
the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. [4] Around the 
throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four 
elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. [5] From 
the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and 
before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of 
God, [6] and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal.
 And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living 
creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: [7] the first living creature like a lion, 
the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a 
man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. [8] And the four living 
creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and 
day and night they never cease to say,

 “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,
  who was and is and is to come!”

[9] And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him 
who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, [10] the twenty-four 
elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who 
lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

 [11] “Worthy are you, our Lord and God,
  to receive glory and honor and power,
 for you created all things,
  and by your will they existed and were created.”



Lesson six
The throne of god

Read Revelation 4
After reading Jesus’ summary of the state of the churches on earth, we are transported with John 
to the throne of God in heaven. Because the churches had powerful enemies, it was important for 
them to know that they had even more powerful allies.

questions
1.  If you had to choose one word to describe the scene John witnesses as he peers into heaven, 

what would it be and why?

2. Can you think of other passages in Scripture when a prophet was shown a vision of God’s 
throne? List some:



3. How does the throne scene in Revelation 4 compare to throne scenes elsewhere in the Bible? 
How is it different?

4. Knowing what you know about the symbolic significance of numbers in the Bible, what do 
you think the 24 elders on the 24 thrones might represent?

5. What would this vision say to those who felt like they were losing the battle with the forces of 
darkness?

6. What would this vision say to those who might be tempted to worship the emperors as gods?

7. Does it ever seem like “evil” is winning in our culture? How can this vision be a source of 
comfort to you personally?



Revelation 5 (ESV)

 [5:1] Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a 
scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a 
mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll 
and break its seals?” [3] And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was 
able to open the scroll or to look into it, [4] and I began to weep loudly because 
no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. [5] And one of the 
elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root 
of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”
 [6] And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the 
elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and 
with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 
[7] And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on 
the throne. [8] And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the 
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden 
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. [9] And they sang a new 
song, saying,
 “Worthy are you to take the scroll
  and to open its seals,
 for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
  from every tribe and language and people and nation,
 [10] and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
  and they shall reign on the earth.”
[11] Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands, [12] saying with a loud voice,
 “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
 and honor and glory and blessing!”
[13] And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in 
the sea, and all that is in them, saying,
 “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
 be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
[14] And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and 
worshiped.
 



Lesson seven
the scroll & the Lamb

Read Revelation 5

questions
1. Make a list of everything we’re told about Jesus in this chapter. Which piece of information do 

you think is most important?

2. How would the vision of Jesus give comfort to the suffering saints in John’s time?



3. How many seals are on the scroll? Why is this number significant?

4. Why does John weep? 

5. Why is Jesus (the Lamb) worthy to open the scroll?

6. Let’s look at some other pictures of Jesus in the book:
a. Revelation 12:1-6. How is Jesus described here? How would this picture give comfort to 

the suffering Christians who received this letter?

b. Revelation 14:1-5. How is Jesus described here? How would this picture give comfort to 
the suffering Christians who received this letter?

c. Revelation 19:11-21. How is Jesus described here? How would this picture give comfort 
to the suffering Christians who received this letter?

7. Of all of the pictures of Jesus given in the book, which one do you find most impressive? 
Which one gives you the most comfort?



Revelation 6 (ESV)

 [6:1] Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I 
heard one of the four living creatures say with a voice like thunder, 
“Come!” [2] And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider had a bow, 
and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer.
 [3] When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature 
say, “Come!” [4] And out came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted 
to take peace from the earth, so that people should slay one another, and he was 
given a great sword.
 [5] When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, 
“Come!” And I looked, and behold, a black horse! And its rider had a pair of 
scales in his hand. [6] And I heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the 
four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of 
barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!”
 [7] When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living 
creature say, “Come!” [8] And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider's 
name was Death, and Hades followed him. And they were given authority over a 
fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by 
wild beasts of the earth.
 [9] When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those 
who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. 
[10] They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how 
long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the 
earth?” [11] Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, 
until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, 
who were to be killed as they themselves had been.
 [12] When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a 
great earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became 
like blood, [13] and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its 
winter fruit when shaken by a gale. [14] The sky vanished like a scroll that is 
being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 
[15] Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich 
and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and 
among the rocks of the mountains, [16] calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall 
on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb, [17] for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can 
stand?”

 



Lesson eight
the first six seals are opened

Read Revelation 6
In this chapter, the seals are opened and the battle begins! The scroll contains an overview of the 
conflict between the Christians and their persecutors. It also tells us just how this conflict will all 
turn out. With the breaking of each seal, there is action. Your job is to record the action and do 
your best to explain what each scene is designed to symbolize. Don’t be afraid to use what we’ve 
already learned (including historical backgrounds) to try to figure this out.

exercise
Give a brief description of what happens when each of the seals are broken, what the meaning of 
the vision is, and what you think it is intended to symbolize:
1st seal -

2nd seal -

3rd seal -



4th seal -

5th seal -

6th seal -

questions
1. Should we expect to experience the same kind of conflict Christians faced in Revelation 

today? Why or why not?

2. Should we expect to be persecuted today? Why or why not?

3. Can you think of a time when you were persecuted for being a Christian? Describe what 
happened, how you felt, and how you handled the situation:

4. What can we learn from Revelation and these early Christians to help us better cope with 
persecution today?



     Revelation 7 (Esv)

     [7:1] After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, 
holding back the four winds of the earth, that no wind might blow on earth or sea 
or against any tree. [2] Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the 
sun, with the seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four 
angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, [3] saying, “Do not harm 
the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on 
their foreheads.” [4] And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from 
every tribe of the sons of Israel:

[5] 12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed,
12,000 from the tribe of Reuben,
12,000 from the tribe of Gad,
[6] 12,000 from the tribe of Asher,
12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali,
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh,
[7] 12,000 from the tribe of Simeon,
12,000 from the tribe of Levi,
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar,
[8] 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun,
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph,
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed.

     [9] After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 
hands, [10] and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who 
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” [11] And all the angels were standing around 
the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on 
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, [12] saying, “Amen! Blessing 
and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our 
God forever and ever! Amen.”
     [13] Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in 
white robes, and from where have they come?” [14] I said to him, “Sir, you 
know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

[15] “Therefore they are before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his 
presence.

[16] They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;



the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat.

[17] For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”



Lesson nine
interlude: Those who are sealed

Read Revelation 7
At the end of chapter 6, the sixth seal was opened that brought a judgment on the earth that made 
even great kings, generals, and the rich and powerful cower in fear and hide in caves to try to 
escape God’s judgment. That chapter ended with a question: “... the great day of their wrath has 
come, and who can stand?” In chapter 7, John pauses between the descriptions of the sixth and 
seventh seal to answer this question. Those who will be able to stand are “the sealed, 144,000, 
sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel” (4). Of course, this is a symbolic number, but who 
does it describe? And what is the purpose of the symbolism? Then we are given a second vision 
in verses 9-17 of what seems to be the same group. But this time, their circumstances have 
changed ...

Questions
1. The first vision (verses 1-8) opens with four angels holding back the four winds. What do you 

think these angels are holding back?

2. What do you make of the number 144,000? What significance might this number have?



3. There is a second vision given in verses 9-17. Compare this vision with the first vision in 
verses 1-8:
a. How large is the group in the second vision compared to the first?

b. Where is the group John sees in the first vision? The second vision?

c. What was the situation of the sealed in the first vision? How is their situation different in 
the second vision?

d. John is told that the people in the second vision had come out of the great tribulation. What 
is this great tribulation? 

e. If this is the same group that was pictured in the first vision, why are they described 
differently here?

4. How would the suffering saints be comforted by these two visions?



     Revelation 8-9 (ESV)

     [8:1] When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for 
about half an hour. [2] Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and 
seven trumpets were given to them. [3] And another angel came and stood at the 
altar with a golden censer, and he was given much incense to offer with the 
prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne, [4] and the smoke of 
the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the 
angel. [5] Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and 
threw it on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of 
lightning, and an earthquake.
     [6] Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to blow them.
     [7] The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed 
with blood, and these were thrown upon the earth. And a third of the earth was 
burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned 
up.
     [8] The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, 
burning with fire, was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. 
[9] A third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were 
destroyed.
     [10] The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, 
blazing like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. 
[11] The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, 
and many people died from the water, because it had been made bitter.
     [12] The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a 
third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light might be 
darkened, and a third of the day might be kept from shining, and likewise a third 
of the night.
     [13] Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew 
directly overhead, “Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts 
of the other trumpets that the three angels are about to blow!”
     [9:1] And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven 
to earth, and he was given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. [2] He opened 
the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose smoke like the smoke of a 
great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke from the 
shaft. [3] Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they were given 
power like the power of scorpions of the earth. [4] They were told not to harm the 
grass of the earth or any green plant or any tree, but only those people who do not 
have the seal of God on their foreheads. [5] They were allowed to torment them 
for five months, but not to kill them, and their torment was like the torment of a 
scorpion when it stings someone. [6] And in those days people will seek death and 
will not find it. They will long to die, but death will flee from them.



     [7] In appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: on their 
heads were what looked like crowns of gold; their faces were like human faces, 
[8] their hair like women's hair, and their teeth like lions' teeth; [9] they had 
breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the noise of their wings was like the 
noise of many chariots with horses rushing into battle. [10] They have tails and 
stings like scorpions, and their power to hurt people for five months is in their 
tails. [11] They have as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit. His name 
in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called Apollyon.
     [12] The first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still to come.
     [13] Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice from the four 
horns of the golden altar before God, [14] saying to the sixth angel who had the 
trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river 
Euphrates.” [15] So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour, the day, 
the month, and the year, were released to kill a third of mankind. [16] The number 
of mounted troops was twice ten thousand times ten thousand; I heard their 
number. [17] And this is how I saw the horses in my vision and those who rode 
them: they wore breastplates the color of fire and of sapphire and of sulfur, and 
the heads of the horses were like lions' heads, and fire and smoke and sulfur came 
out of their mouths. [18] By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed, by 
the fire and smoke and sulfur coming out of their mouths. [19] For the power of 
the horses is in their mouths and in their tails, for their tails are like serpents with 
heads, and by means of them they wound.
     [20] The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent 
of the works of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and 
silver and bronze and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, [21] nor 
did they repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or 
their thefts.

 



Lesson ten
the 7th seal: 7 angels & 7 trumpets (1)

Read Revelation 8-9
After the interlude of chapter 7 in which we were given a sneak peek at the victory of the battle, 
John returns to the seals being broken from chapter 6. There is only one seal to go: the 7th. When 
the 7th seal is broken, a new series of 7’s begins: 7 angels are introduced with 7 trumpets of 
judgments. The judgments are an answer to the prayers of the saints which are described 
symbolically as incense (verses 3-4; cf. Revelation 5:8).

questions
1. List the four things that happen when the 7th seal is broken (verses 1-8):

2. What do you think is meant by what happens? Do your best to interpret the symbols and 
explain the point.



3. Explain what happens as each of the trumpets in chapters 8-9 are blown:
1st trumpet - 

2nd trumpet -

3rd trumpet -

4th trumpet -

5th trumpet -

6th trumpet -



Lesson eleven
the 7th seal: 7 angels & 7 trumpets (2)

Read Revelation 8-9

questions
1. Make a list of the similarities between the plagues described in these verses and the plagues 

brought on Egypt in Exodus 7-12:

2. How is the situation faced by these Christians similar to the situation faced by the Israelites in 
Egypt?

3. How are the first four trumpets similar? How are they different from trumpets five and six?

4. What do these trumpets and the plagues they bring symbolize? What is God trying to say with 
this vision?



5. Several times we are told that 1/3 of something was destroyed when the trumpet sounded. 
What do you think is the significance of 1/3?

6. How do we see both God’s justice and his love in these warnings?

7. Do the survivors of these judgments repent of their sins?

8. Why do you think people refuse to repent today even after their sins get them into trouble?

9. God used natural calamities to warn the people to turn from their evil ways; can God do the 
same today? Why or why not?





Revelation 10-11 (ESV) 

     [10:1] Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped 
in a cloud, with a rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his 
legs like pillars of fire. [2] He had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his 
right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land, [3] and called out with a loud 
voice, like a lion roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders sounded. 
[4] And when the seven thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a 
voice from heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not 
write it down.” [5] And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land 
raised his right hand to heaven [6] and swore by him who lives forever and ever, 
who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and 
what is in it, that there would be no more delay, [7] but that in the days of the 
trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be 
fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.
     [8] Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, 
“Go, take the scroll that is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the 
sea and on the land.” [9] So I went to the angel and told him to give me the little 
scroll. And he said to me, “Take and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in 
your mouth it will be sweet as honey.” [10] And I took the little scroll from the 
hand of the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had 
eaten it my stomach was made bitter. [11] And I was told, “You must again 
prophesy about many peoples and nations and languages and kings.”
     [11:1] Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Rise and 
measure the temple of God and the altar and those who worship there, [2] but do 
not measure the court outside the temple; leave that out, for it is given over to the 
nations, and they will trample the holy city for forty-two months. [3] And I will 
grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, 
clothed in sackcloth.”
     [4] These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the 
Lord of the earth. [5] And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their 
mouth and consumes their foes. If anyone would harm them, this is how he is 
doomed to be killed. [6] They have the power to shut the sky, that no rain may fall 
during the days of their prophesying, and they have power over the waters to turn 
them into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they 
desire. [7] And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from 
the bottomless pit will make war on them and conquer them and kill them, [8] and 
their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city that symbolically is called 
Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. [9] For three and a half days 
some from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze at their 
dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb, [10] and those who dwell 
on the earth will rejoice over them and make merry and exchange presents, 
because these two prophets had been a torment to those who dwell on the earth. 



[11] But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, 
and they stood up on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. 
[12] Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” 
And they went up to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies watched them. [13] And 
at that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. Seven 
thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave 
glory to the God of heaven.
     [14] The second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to come.
     [15] Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in 
heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord 
and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” [16] And the twenty-four 
elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshiped God, 
[17] saying,

“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,
who is and who was,

for you have taken your great power
and begun to reign.

[18] The nations raged,
but your wrath came,
and the time for the dead to be judged,

and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints,
and those who fear your name,
both small and great,

and for destroying the destroyers of the earth.”

     [19] Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was 
seen within his temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of 
thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.

 



Lesson twelve
interlude: the angel & the 2nd 

scroll

Read Revelation 10-11
Just like in chapter 7, where we had a interlude between the pronouncements of the sixth and 
seventh seals, here we have another interlude between the blowing of the sixth and seventh 
trumpets. There are two main points in chapters 10-11. First, God is now going to accomplish his 
judgment. Second, John must reveal another judgment after this one.

questions
1. What is John told to do with the 2nd scroll he is given by the angel? What OT prophet was 

told to do the same thing? 

2. What do you think is the significance of what John is told to do?



3. In chapter 11, John is told to measure the temple. What other OT prophet is told to do this?

4. John is told that the court of the temple will be given over to “the nations” who will “trample 
the holy city.” Who are “the nations” and what city is “the holy city”? To what historical event  
(talked about in Lesson Two) does this seem to be referring to?

5. What is the main theme of the praise directed at God in verses 15-18?

6. Why would it be necessary to mention the spiritual temple in heaven at this point? (v 19)

7. Why is the ark of the covenant mentioned here? Where is the last place the ark was seen in 
Scripture?

8. Read Matthew 23-24. What connections can you make between the judgment prophesied by 
Jesus and the judgments of Revelation 6-11?



Revelation 12 (ESV) 

     [12:1] And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, 
with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. [2] She 
was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. 
[3] And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven 
heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. [4] His tail swept down a 
third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood 
before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he 
might devour it. [5] She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the 
nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne, 
[6] and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by 
God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days.
     [7] Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the 
dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, [8] but he was defeated, and 
there was no longer any place for them in heaven. [9] And the great dragon was 
thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver 
of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were 
thrown down with him. [10] And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the 
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his 
Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who 
accuses them day and night before our God. [11] And they have conquered him by 
the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their 
lives even unto death. [12] Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in 
them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in 
great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”
     [13] And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he 
pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. [14] But the woman 
was given the two wings of the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent 
into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished for a time, and 
times, and half a time. [15] The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth 
after the woman, to sweep her away with a flood. [16] But the earth came to the 
help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed the river that 
the dragon had poured from his mouth. [17] Then the dragon became furious with 
the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who 
keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood 
on the sand of the sea.
 

 



Lesson Thirteen
The Woman & The Dragon

Read Revelation 12
Now that the book with the seven seals has been fully opened and the judgment pronounced 
(chapters 6-11), John has been told that he must again prophecy about many peoples and nations 
and languages and kings” (10:11). Chapters 12-19 record that second prophecy. It is a judgment 
upon the Roman Empire - the foreign invaders that God used to judge Jerusalem in chapters 6-11 
- and a judgment upon all of the other “peoples and nations and languages and kings” who have 
united themselves to Rome through worship of the emperor. Before the Roman empire is 
depicted in chapter 13, we are given a background vision in chapter 12 of the great dragon who 
will use the Roman empire to attack God’s people.

questions
1. Who is the woman? (1-6) Give evidence. (HINT: read Micah 4:9-10; 5:2-5)

2. Who is the child? (1-6) Give evidence.

3. Who is the dragon and what is he trying to do? (1-6) Give evidence. 



4. Describe the war in heaven (7-12). Who is fighting? Who wins? What happens to the loser?

5. How did those in Heaven overcome Satan and his angels? (7-12) What can we learn from this?

6. What does Satan do after losing the war in heaven? (13-17)

7. How does the woman survive the attacks of Satan? What does all of this symbolize? (13-17)

8. After the woman is protected from Satan, what does Satan in his fury decide to do? (13-17)

9. Who are the offspring of the woman? (13-17)

10.Is Satan a successful warrior? Why not?

11.As Christians, we are engaged in a war with Satan (1 Peter 5:8). What lessons can we take 
from this chapter to help us in our struggle?

12.What are Satan’s weapons? (Hint: verse 15)



Revelation 13 (ESV) 

     [13:1] And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, 
with ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. [2] And the 
beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was 
like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great 
authority. [3] One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal 
wound was healed, and the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. 
[4] And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, 
and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight 
against it?”
     [5] And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, 
and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. [6] It opened its 
mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, 
that is, those who dwell in heaven. [7] Also it was allowed to make war on the 
saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe and 
people and language and nation, [8] and all who dwell on earth will worship it, 
everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in 
the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. [9] If anyone has an ear, let him hear:

[10] If anyone is to be taken captive,
to captivity he goes;

if anyone is to be slain with the sword,
with the sword must he be slain.

Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.
     [11] Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a 
lamb and it spoke like a dragon. [12] It exercises all the authority of the first beast 
in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, 
whose mortal wound was healed. [13] It performs great signs, even making fire 
come down from heaven to earth in front of people, [14] and by the signs that it is 
allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, 
telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and 
yet lived. [15] And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that 
the image of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not 
worship the image of the beast to be slain. [16] Also it causes all, both small and 
great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or 
the forehead, [17] so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, 
the name of the beast or the number of its name. [18] This calls for wisdom: let 
the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the 
number of a man, and his number is 666.
 

 



Lesson Fourteen
Beasts from the sea & Earth

Read Revelation 13

questions
1. Daniel 7 provides the biblical key for interpreting the symbolism of the beast in Revelation13. 

Read Daniel 7 and compare those beasts to the beast from the sea described in Revelation 
13:1-10. Who do you think the beast is supposed to represent?

2. Where does the beast’s power, throne, and authority come from?

3. What is the meaning of verse 3 and is there a connection between the implied boast of the 
beast in verse 3 and Jesus’ statement in Revelation 1:18?



4. Why do men worship the beast and the dragon? Who is said to worship the beast? (8)

5. What comes out of the mouth of the beast? (5)

6. Compare verse 9-10 to Jeremiah 15:1-2; 43:11; John 18:11. Does God expect his people to 
fight the beast with the sword? Why or why not? 

7. Why do you think the beast is depicted like a lamb in verse 11? (compare with Matthew 7:15)

8. What is the beast from the earth supposed to represent? (HINT: see Revelation 16:13; 19:20; 2 
Thessalonians 2:7-12)

9. From your notes in Lesson 2, what might the image of the beast (14) be referring to?

10.What happens to those who don’t worship the beast?

11.What happens to those who don’t have the mark of the beast on their foreheads?

12.What is the meaning of 666?



Revelation 14 (ESV) 

     [14:1] Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with 
him 144,000 who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. 
[2] And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters and like the 
sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on 
their harps, [3] and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the 
four living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except 
the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. [4] It is these who have not 
defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the 
Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits 
for God and the Lamb, [5] and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are 
blameless.
     [6] Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to 
proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and 
people. [7] And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because 
the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, 
the sea and the springs of water.”
     [8] Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the 
great, she who made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual 
immorality.”
     [9] And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If 
anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or 
on his hand, [10] he also will drink the wine of God's wrath, poured full strength 
into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the 
presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. [11] And the smoke 
of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, 
these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its 
name.”
     [12] Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the 
commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.
     [13] And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they 
may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!”
     [14] Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like 
a son of man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. 
[15] And another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him 
who sat on the cloud, “Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, 
for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” [16] So he who sat on the cloud swung 
his sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped.
     [17] Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a 
sharp sickle. [18] And another angel came out from the altar, the angel who has 
authority over the fire, and he called with a loud voice to the one who had the 



sharp sickle, “Put in your sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, 
for its grapes are ripe.” [19] So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and 
gathered the grape harvest of the earth and threw it into the great winepress of the 
wrath of God. [20] And the winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood 
flowed from the winepress, as high as a horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia.
 

 



Lesson Fifteen
The Lamb, The Angels’ Message, & The 

Harvest of the Earth

Read Revelation 14

questions
1. Who are the 144,000? Is this the same group 

from Revelation 7?

2. Compare & contrast the Lamb and His 
worshippers with the Beast and his worshippers: 
Where is the Lamb standing? Where is the Beast 
standing? What is on the foreheads of the 
144,000? What is the foreheads of those who 
worship the beast?

3. What is the angel attempting to do in verses 6-7?

4. Notice that the great city is called Babylon in verse 8. We know that this cannot be referring to 
the literal kingdom of Babylon. So what city is being referred to as “Babylon” and why? (see 
Isaiah 21:9 and Jeremiah 51:7-8)

5. Compare and contrast the ultimate destination of the worshippers of the beast in verses 9-11 
with that of the worshippers of God who die for their faith in verses 12-13. Which side would 
you rather be on?

6. What will the reaping accomplish? (see also Matthew 3:11-12)



Revelation 15 (ESV) 

     [15:1] Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels 
with seven plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished.
     [2] And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also 
those who had conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, 
standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in their hands. [3] And they 
sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying,

“Great and amazing are your deeds,
O Lord God the Almighty!
Just and true are your ways,

O King of the nations!
[4] Who will not fear, O Lord,

and glorify your name?
For you alone are holy.
All nations will come

and worship you,
for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

     [5] After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was 
opened, [6] and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven 
plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen, with golden sashes around their chests. 
[7] And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden 
bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever, [8] and the sanctuary 
was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no one 
could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were 
finished.
 

 



Revelation 16 (ESV) 

     [16:1] Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, “Go 
and pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.”
     [2] So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful 
and painful sores came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and 
worshiped its image.
     [3] The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the 
blood of a corpse, and every living thing died that was in the sea.
     [4] The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, 
and they became blood. [5] And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say,

“Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was,
for you brought these judgments.

[6] For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets,
and you have given them blood to drink.

It is what they deserve!”

[7] And I heard the altar saying,

“Yes, Lord God the Almighty,
true and just are your judgments!”

     [8] The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to 
scorch people with fire. [9] They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they 
cursed the name of God who had power over these plagues. They did not repent 
and give him glory.
     [10] The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its 
kingdom was plunged into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish 
[11] and cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores. They did not repent of 
their deeds.
     [12] The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its 
water was dried up, to prepare the way for the kings from the east. [13] And I saw, 
coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out 
of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs. [14] For they are 
demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, 
to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. [15] (“Behold, I 
am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments 
on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”) [16] And they 
assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.
     [17] The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came 
out of the temple, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” [18] And there were 
flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such as 



there had never been since man was on the earth, so great was that earthquake. 
[19] The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and 
God remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the 
fury of his wrath. [20] And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be 
found. [21] And great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from 
heaven on people; and they cursed God for the plague of the hail, because the 
plague was so severe.
 
 

 



Lesson Sixteen
7 angels with 7 plagues

and 7 bowls of god’s wrath

Read Revelation 15-16

questions
1. Who is standing on the sea of glass?

2. Compare the Song of the Lamb in Revelation 5:9-14 with the Song of Moses in Exodus 15. 
What is common to both?

3. What is the meaning of the temple being filled with the smoke of God’s glory? (cf. Exodus 
40:34-38; 1 Kings 8:10-11; Isaiah 6:1-4)



4. Describe what happens when each of the bowls is poured out:
a. 1st bowl (16:1-2)

b. 2nd bowl (16:3)

c. 3rd bowl (16:4-7)

d. 4th bowl (16:8-9)

e. 5th bowl (16:10-11)

5. According to verse 2, who suffers these plagues?

6. What are some purposes for the plagues? (Hint: verse 9 & 11)

7. Why is the river dried up in verse 12? (cf. Isaiah 11:15-16; Jeremiah 50:38; Zechariah 
10:10-12)

8. “Armageddon” means “hill (or mount) of Megiddo.” Megiddo was a city in northern Israel 
which stood above a large valley plain. Use a Bible dictionary or search engine to find out 
what happened at Megiddo in the Old Testament. Write down what you find out below.

9. What happens to Babylon in verse 19? What nation does Babylon represent again?



Revelation 17 (ESV) 

     [17:1] Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to 
me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on 
many waters, [2] with whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual 
immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth 
have become drunk.” [3] And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, 
and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, 
and it had seven heads and ten horns. [4] The woman was arrayed in purple and 
scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a golden 
cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality. [5] And on 
her forehead was written a name of mystery: “Babylon the great, mother of 
prostitutes and of earth's abominations.” [6] And I saw the woman, drunk with the 
blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.
     When I saw her, I marveled greatly. [7] But the angel said to me, “Why do you 
marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman, and of the beast with seven 
heads and ten horns that carries her. [8] The beast that you saw was, and is not, 
and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the 
dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the 
foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and 
is to come. [9] This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven 
mountains on which the woman is seated; [10] they are also seven kings, five of 
whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he does come he 
must remain only a little while. [11] As for the beast that was and is not, it is an 
eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to destruction. [12] And the ten 
horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power, but they 
are to receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast. [13] These 
are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast. 
[14] They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is 
Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and 
faithful.”
     [15] And the angel said to me, “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute 
is seated, are peoples and multitudes and nations and languages. [16] And the ten 
horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate the prostitute. They will make her 
desolate and naked, and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire, [17] for God 
has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind and 
handing over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 
[18] And the woman that you saw is the great city that has dominion over the 
kings of the earth.”
  
 

 



Lesson seventeen
The Great Prostitute & The Beast

Read Revelation 17

questions
1.Note how the great prostitute is 
described (1-6):

a.What is she sitting on?

b.Who is said to have committed 
fornication with her?

c.Describe the beast she is sitting on. Is 
this the same beast as in Revelation 17? 

d. What is she wearing?

e. What is in her golden cup?

f. What is written on her forehead?

g. What makes her drunk?



2.  Why is the beast described in verse 8 as “The beast that was, and is not, and is to come”? (cf. 
Revelation 13:3, 8, 14)

3. What do the seven heads and seven mountains represent? (verses 9-10)

4. What nation/empire in the first century was depicted as “the city on seven hills”? 

5. What do the ten horns represent? (verse 12)

6. What nation in the first century could be described as ruling over “peoples, multitudes, 
nations, and languages”?

7. Who does the woman represent according to verse 18?

8. What will happen to her? How will she meet her end? (vv 15-18)



Revelation 18 (ESV) 

     [18:1] After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great 
authority, and the earth was made bright with his glory. [2] And he called out with 
a mighty voice,

“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!
She has become a dwelling place for demons,

a haunt for every unclean spirit,
a haunt for every unclean bird,

a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast.
[3] For all nations have drunk

the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality,
and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her,

and the merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious 
living.”

     [4] Then I heard another voice from heaven saying,

“Come out of her, my people,
lest you take part in her sins,
lest you share in her plagues;

[5] for her sins are heaped high as heaven,
and God has remembered her iniquities.

[6] Pay her back as she herself has paid back others,
and repay her double for her deeds;

mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed.
[7] As she glorified herself and lived in luxury,

so give her a like measure of torment and mourning,
since in her heart she says,

‘I sit as a queen,
I am no widow,

and mourning I shall never see.’
[8] For this reason her plagues will come in a single day,

death and mourning and famine,
and she will be burned up with fire;

for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.”

     [9] And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in 
luxury with her, will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her 
burning. [10] They will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say,

“Alas! Alas! You great city,



you mighty city, Babylon!
For in a single hour your judgment has come

     [11] And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys
their cargo anymore, [12] cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple 
cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all kinds of scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, 
all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and marble, [13] cinnamon, 
spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, 
horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls.

[14] “The fruit for which your soul longed
has gone from you,

and all your delicacies and your splendors
are lost to you,

never to be found again!”

     [15] The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far 
off, in fear of her torment, weeping and mourning aloud,

[16] “Alas, alas, for the great city
that was clothed in fine linen,

in purple and scarlet,
adorned with gold,

with jewels, and with pearls!
[17] For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.”

     And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the 
sea, stood far off [18] and cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning,

“What city was like the great city?”

     [19] And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out,

“Alas, alas, for the great city
where all who had ships at sea

grew rich by her wealth!
For in a single hour she has been laid waste.

[20] Rejoice over her, O heaven,
and you saints and apostles and prophets,

for God has given judgment for you against her!”

     [21] Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it 
into the sea, saying,



“So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence,
and will be found no more;

[22] and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters,
will be heard in you no more,
and a craftsman of any craft

will be found in you no more,
and the sound of the mill

will be heard in you no more,
[23] and the light of a lamp
will shine in you no more,

and the voice of bridegroom and bride
will be heard in you no more,

for your merchants were the great ones of the earth,
and all nations were deceived by your sorcery.

[24] And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints,
and of all who have been slain on earth.”

  
 

 



Lesson Eighteen
The Fall of babylon

Read Revelation 18

questions
1. “Babylon” does not refer to the literal nation of Babylon. It is a symbol for Rome throughout 

the book of Revelation. Based on your knowledge of Babylon in the Old Testament, why 
would Babylon be chosen to represent Rome?

2. How have the nations, the kings of the earth, and the merchants committed sexual immorality 
with Babylon?



3. List some of the sins that Babylon is guilty of (verse 1-8):

4. List the three groups of people that will mourn over the fall of Babylon (verses 9-20):

5. Why are these three groups of people mourning over Babylon’s fall?

6. Why is Babylon being punished? (verses 21-24)



Revelation 19 (ESV) 

     [19:1] After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude 
in heaven, crying out,

“Hallelujah!
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,

[2] for his judgments are true and just;
for he has judged the great prostitute

who corrupted the earth with her immorality,
and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”

[3] Once more they cried out,

“Hallelujah!
The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.”

[4] And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and 
worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, “Amen. 
Hallelujah!” [5] And from the throne came a voice saying,

“Praise our God,
all you his servants,
you who fear him,
small and great.”

[6] Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of 
many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,

“Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God
the Almighty reigns.

[7] Let us rejoice and exult
and give him the glory,

for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and his Bride has made herself ready;
[8] it was granted her to clothe herself

with fine linen, bright and pure”—

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
     [9] And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words 
of God.” [10] Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You 



must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to 
the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy.
     [11] Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on 
it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 
[12] His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he 
has a name written that no one knows but himself. [13] He is clothed in a robe 
dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. 
[14] And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were 
following him on white horses. [15] From his mouth comes a sharp sword with 
which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will 
tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. [16] On his robe 
and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.
     [17] Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to 
all the birds that fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, 
[18] to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the 
flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both 
small and great.” [19] And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their 
armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against 
his army. [20] And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its 
presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the 
mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown 
alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. [21] And the rest were slain by the 
sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the 
birds were gorged with their flesh.

 
  
 

 



Lesson Nineteen
The Faithful and true

Read Revelation 19

questions
1. Why are the multitudes in heaven praising God?

2. Who does the Wife of the Lamb in verses 7-9 represent? (cf. Matthew 22:1-14; 25:1-13; Luke 
14:15-24; Ephesians 5:22-33)

3. Notice that the wife is wearing fine linen. According to verse 8, what does the linen represent?



4. How does the angel respond when John attempts to worship it? (verse 10)

5. Who is the rider on the white horse? (verses 11-16)

6. Whose blood is on his robe? (compare verse 13 to Isaiah 63:1-3)

7. Who is fighting against the white rider and his army? (verse 19) What happens to them? 
(verses 20-21)

8. What are some lessons we can take away from this chapter?



Revelation 20 (ESV) 

     [20:1] Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the 
key to the bottomless pit and a great chain. [2] And he seized the dragon, that 
ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 
[3] and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might 
not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that 
he must be released for a little while.
     [4] Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority 
to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for 
the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped 
the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their 
hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. [5] The rest 
of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the 
first resurrection. [6] Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first 
resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of 
God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.
     [7] And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his 
prison [8] and will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of 
the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand 
of the sea. [9] And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and 
surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from 
heaven and consumed them, [10] and the devil who had deceived them was 
thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, 
and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
     [11] Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his 
presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. [12] And I 
saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. 
Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were 
judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 
[13] And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the 
dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to 
what they had done. [14] Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death, the lake of fire. [15] And if anyone's name was not found 
written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

 
  
 

 



Lesson twenty
The defeat of satan

Read Revelation 20

questions
1. There are four main scenes in chapter 

20. Describe them and do your best to 
explain what each scene means.
a. Scene #1 (verses 1-3):

b. Scene #2 (verses 4-6):



c. Scene #3 (verses 7-10)

d. Scene #4 (verses 11-15)

2. According to verse 3, what is the reason why Satan is bound?

3. What does the symbol of 1000 years often represent in the Bible? (see Psalm 90:4; 2 Peter 3:8)

4. What is the first resurrection?

5. What is the second death?



Notes on Revelation 20:1-10
Premillennialism
Premillennialism is a popular doctrine among Protestant churches, Seventh Day 
Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and Pentecostals. It has influenced how many people 
read the book of Revelation (see the Left Behind series). Dispensational 
Premillennialists teach the following:

1. Jesus intended to establish an earthly kingdom when He came to earth the first time
2. He was unable to do so because He was rejected by the Jews
3. The church is a temporary substitute for the earthly kingdom until He comes again
4. Christ will come next “in the air” to “rapture” the righteous
5. After the rapture there will be a seven-year period of tribulation on earth while the 

Jews are converted and the church is persecuted.
6. After the seven years of tribulation, Jesus will come to earth, fight a battle at 

Armageddon, set up an earthly kingdom, and reign for 1000 years on earth.
7. After another battle the world will end and the final judgment will occur.

Problems with Premillennialism
1. It denies the gospel truth that Christ is now reigning over His kingdom
2. It denies the power and foreknowledge of God
3. It turns the church into a “Plan B”
4. It distorts and twists the scriptures
5. It perverts the gospel of Christ into a materialistic pursuit
6. It encourages constant alarmist predictions and reading “signs”
7. It offers hope of a “second chance” during the “tribulation” 

Timeline of Future Events
(according to Premillennialism)



Premillennialism in Revelation 20:1-10?
One of the passages Premillennialists use to support their doctrine is Revelation 
20:1-10. There are several problems with this:

1. It ignores that Revelation was written to first century Christians who were already 
going through a “tribulation” (1:9; 2:9-10, 22; 7:14). 

2. It ignores that the events in the book are “soon to take place” (1:1, 3; 3:10; 22:6, 10) - 
they are not events that will happen in our future!

3. It makes figurative language (such as the “1000 years” of verse 3) literal.
4. It inserts into the passage numerous things which are not there:

• No mention of the rapture
• No mention of a bodily resurrection
• Does not say Christ begins His reign
• No mention of Christ reigning on earth
• No mention of all saints reigning on earth
• No mention of David’s throne, Jerusalem, or an earthly kingdom
• No mention of the Jews converted

Ezekiel 37-48 as Background to Revelation 20-22

Ezekiel 37-48 Revelation 20-22

Resurrection of God’s people + reign of 
the Messiah (ch 37)

Resurrection of God’s people + reign of 
the Messiah (20:4-6)

Gog & Magog oppose God’s people & 
are destroyed by fire (ch 38-39)

Gog & Magog oppose God’s people & 
are destroyed by fire (20:7-10)

Vision of a new temple (ch 40-48):
•40:2
•48:31-35
•40:3-5
•43:16
•ch 47

Vision of a new temple (ch 21-22):
•21:10
•21:12
•21:15
•21:16
•22:1-2



Revelation 21 (ESV) 

     [21:1] Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and 
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. [4] He 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.”
     [5] And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and 
true.” [6] And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of 
life without payment. [7] The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will 
be his God and he will be my son. [8] But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the 
detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all 
liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the 
second death.”
     [9] Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the 
seven last plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the 
wife of the Lamb.” [10] And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high 
mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven 
from God, [11] having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a 
jasper, clear as crystal. [12] It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the 
gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of 
Israel were inscribed—[13] on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the 
south three gates, and on the west three gates. [14] And the wall of the city had 
twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of 
the Lamb.
     [15] And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure 
the city and its gates and walls. [16] The city lies foursquare, its length the same 
as its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and 
width and height are equal. [17] He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human 
measurement, which is also an angel's measurement. [18] The wall was built of 
jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass. [19] The foundations of the 
wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the 
second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, [20] the fifth onyx, the sixth 
carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth 
chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. [21] And the twelve gates 
were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the 
city was pure gold, like transparent glass.



     [22] And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb. [23] And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on 
it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. [24] By its light 
will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 
[25] and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 
[26] They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. [27] But 
nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or 
false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.

 
  
 

 



Ezekiel 40-48 Revelation 21-22

“In visions of God he brought me to the 
land of Israel, and set me down on a very 
high mountain, on which was a structure 
like a city to the south” (40:2).

“And he carried me away in the Spirit to a 
great, high mountain, and showed me the 
holy city Jerusalem coming down out of 
heaven from God” (21:10)

“These shall be the exits of the city: On 
the north side, which is to be 4,500 cubits 
by measure, three gates, the gate of 
Reuben, the gate of Judah, and the gate 
of Levi, the gates of the city being named 
after the tribes of Israel. On the east side, 
which is to be 4,500 cubits, three gates, 
the gate of Joseph, the gate of Benjamin, 
and the gate of Dan. On the south side, 
which is to be 4,500 cubits by measure, 
three gates, the gate of Simeon, the gate 
of Issachar, and the gate of Zebulun. On 
the west side, which is to be 4,500 cubits, 
three gates, the gate of Gad, the gate of 
Asher, and the gate of Naphtali. The 
circumference of the city shall be 18,000 
cubits. And the name of the city from that 
time on shall be, The Lord Is 
There” (48:31-35)

“It had a great, high wall, with twelve 
gates, and at the gates twelve angels, 
and on the gates the names of the twelve 
tribes of the sons of Israel were 
inscribed” (21:12)

“When he brought me there, behold, 
there was a man whose appearance was 
like bronze, with a linen cord and a 
measuring reed in his hand. And he was 
standing in the gateway. And the man 
said to me, “Son of man, look with your 
eyes, and hear with your ears, and set 
your heart upon all that I shall show you, 
for you were brought here in order that I 
might show it to you. Declare all that you 
see to the house of Israel.”

“And behold, there was a wall all around 
the outside of the temple area, and the 
length of the measuring reed in the man's 
hand was six long cubits, each being a 
cubit and a handbreadth in length. So he 
measured the thickness of the wall, one 
reed; and the height, one reed” (40:3-5).

“And the one who spoke with me had a 
measuring rod of gold to measure the city 
and its gates and walls” (21:15).



Ezekiel 40-48 Revelation 21-22

“The altar hearth shall be square, twelve 
cubits long by twelve broad” (43:16).

“The city lies foursquare, its length the 
same as its width. And he measured the 
city with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length 
and width and height are equal” (21:16).

“Then he brought me back to the door of 
the temple, and behold, water was 
issuing from below the threshold of the 
temple toward the east (for the temple 
faced east). The water was flowing down 
from below the south end of the threshold 
of the temple, south of the altar” (1).

“And on the banks, on both sides of the 
river, there will grow all kinds of trees for 
food. Their leaves will not wither, nor their 
fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every 
month, because the water for them flows 
from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for 
food, and their leaves for healing” (12).

“Then the angel showed me the river of 
the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb 
through the middle of the street of the 
city; also, on either side of the river, the 
tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 
yielding its fruit each month. The leaves 
of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations” (22:1-2).



Lesson twenty-one
New heavens, New earth, 

new jerusalem

Read Revelation 21

questions
1. What is the new heaven and new earth? (cf. Isaiah 65:16-25; 66:18-23; 2 Peter 3:13)

2. What is the new Jerusalem? (cf. Hebrews 12:22-24)

3. List the blessings of the new heaven and earth (verses 3-8):



4. Who will suffer the second death?

5. Read verses 9-21. Should these descriptions be taken literally or not? 

6. Why is there no temple in it?

7. Instead of a sun or moon, what gives light to this city?

8. Why are the gates never shut?

9. Write down any questions or comments you have about this chapter for class discussion.



Revelation 22 (ESV) 
     [22:1] Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb [2] through the middle of 
the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve 
kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations. [3] No longer will there be anything accursed, but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 
[4] They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. [5] And night 
will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be 
their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
     [6] And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, 
the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what 
must soon take place.”
     [7] “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of 
the prophecy of this book.”
     [8] I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and 
saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 
[9] but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and 
your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. 
Worship God.”
     [10] And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this 
book, for the time is near. [11] Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be 
filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.”
     [12] “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay 
each one for what he has done. [13] I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and 
the last, the beginning and the end.”
     [14] Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to 
the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. [15] Outside are the 
dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and 
everyone who loves and practices falsehood.
     [16] “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the 
churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
     [17] The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, 
“Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the 
water of life without price.
     [18] I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if 
anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 
[19] and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described 
in this book.
     [20] He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus!
     [21] The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. 



Lesson twenty-two
the River of life

Read Revelation 22

questions
1. Where else in Scripture have 
we encountered a tree of life 
and a flowing river of life?

2. What are God’s servants 
doing in verse 3?

3.According to verse 3, a curse 
will be removed. What curse is 
meant?

4.  What are God’s people pictured as doing in verse 5?

5. What two promises are made in verse 7?



6. What does John try to do in verse 8 and what is the angel’s response in verse 9?

7. Why were the words of the book not to be sealed? (verse 10; cf. Daniel 12:4, 9)

8. What is the meaning of verse 11?

9. Who are the blessed of verse 13 and what right do they have?

10.Who are outside the gates in verse 15?

11.Explain verses 18-19.

12.What is Jesus referring to when he says he is coming quickly (Revelation 22:7, 12, 20)? Is he 
referring to his final, second coming or something different?

13.In your own words, what is the overall message of the book of Revelation?


