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SECTION I
DESTRUCTION & LOSS

Now I will shortly pour out my Wrath on you and spend my anger against you; 
judge you according to your ways and bring on you all your abominations. My eye 
will show no pity nor will I spare. I will repay you according to your ways, while 
your abominations are in your midst; then you will know that I, the Lord, do the 

smiting.
Ezekiel 7:8-9
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LESSON ONE
Reasons for the Captivity

MAIN TEXT: 2 Kings 24-25; Ezekiel 10
! In 586 B.C., the southern kingdom of Judah was overtaken by the Babylonian king 
Nebuchadnezzar. Most of Judah was then taken into Babylonian captivity. Those that were 
left in the land had to face famine and plague in the wreckage that was once the great city of 
God where the temple was kept. 
! To most of the people of Judah, this destruction was a surprise. The prophets Jere-
miah and Ezekiel who warned of God’s impending judgement were largely ignored by the 
people. Other warning signs were ignored too. Nebuchadnezzar had already come to Jerusa-
lem in 605 B.C. to carry off some of Judah’s most promising young men to exile including 
Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then he came again in 597 B.C. to carry off 
10,000 more exiles. These exiles were placed in a camp near the river Chebar; the prophet 
Ezekiel was among them. 
! While Ezekiel was in captivity he had a vision from God showing him that God had 
left the temple (Ezekiel 10). This was a clear indication that though the people were still of-
fering sacrifices, they had angered God to the point that he was not accepting their sacri-
fices anymore. This was also a clear indication that God was not going to protect the temple 
anymore from destruction by other nations. 
! The people in Jeremiah and Ezekiel’s day were not ready to accept God’s message of 
judgment. Even though Nebuchadnezzar had already taken large numbers of captives away 
from Israel, most people still refused to believe that Jerusalem would be destroyed. After all, 
God had always saved His people from destruction in the past. The general consensus was 
that the exile would be over in a couple of years, Babylon would be overtaken and Judah 
would be restored to the way it was before. In fact, there were even false prophets going 
around with Jeremiah who predicted that Jerusalem would soon be saved. But they were 
wrong; God had other plans.
! It must have been a severe blow to the Jewish people to see their temple destroyed 
and their holy city burned. God was supposed to be in control. God was supposed to pro-
tect His people from harm. The people needed to 
learn that God’s grace was conditional. They could 
not continue in sin and expect God to continue be-
ing merciful forever. Something had to give.
! Through the prophets that had come before, 
God had promised destruction if the people dis-
obeyed His commandments and that is exactly what 
they received. But God also promised that He would 
restore His people after a period of captivity, bring 
them back to their land, and set a new king to rule 
over them. In bringing the people back to the land, 
God will demonstrate to His people that He is all 
powerful and the one who’s ultimately in control.

Section I: Destruction & Loss! 7



Questions
1.What kinds of things were the people doing that angered God so much?

2.Was the destruction inevitable or could Judah have prevented it?

3.What warnings had God given Israel in the past? 

4. When would the people return?

5.How do you think you would have felt if you had lived through the Babylonian captivity?

6. RESEARCH: List the prophets who were prophesying to Judah before/during the exile.

7. RESEARCH: List the prophets who prophesied after the exile.
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LESSON TWO
Idolatry

MAIN TEXT: Jeremiah 10; Ezekiel 8
! There is probably no sin that tore Israel and Judah’s hearts away from their God 
more than idolatry. Indeed, from the very first they were worshipping idols! Right after God 
had revealed Himself to them on Mt. Sinai and gave them explicit instructions not to wor-
ship idols (Exodus 20:4-5), they constructed a golden calf and bowed down to it. !
Though the people continued to be rebuked by God for their idolatry this wasn’t enough to 
keep them from it. There was always idolatry in the land. The evil kings set up idols and 
Ezekiel 8 tells us that even the priests were engaged in idolatry in the temple! This was ob-
viously a sin God took very seriously. But what is idolatry? Why is idolatry such an evil sin? 
Can we practice idolatry today?

        

Questions
1. READ the commands given against idolatry in these passages: Exodus 20:3-5; Leviticus 

26:1; Deuteronomy 4:15-20. From these passages, what two things does God say consti-
tute idolatry?

2. READ Exodus 32:3-5 and 1 Kings 12:28 - Were the people in Exodus 32 worshipping God 
or other gods? Was Jeroboam setting up golden calves to worship God or other gods?
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3. Why do you think Israel was tempted to worship other gods?

4. Why do you think Israel was tempted to make images of the One True God?

5. READ Romans 1:18-32. What does the apostle Paul say happens when men start to wor-
ship idols? (Be as specific as you can)

6. READ Acts 10:24-27 and Revelation 22:8-9. What do these passages say about venerating 
men and angels?

7. Do people worship idols today? Give some examples.

8. READ 1 Corinthians 10:14; Galatians 5:19-22; 1 John 5:21; Colossians 3:5. From these pas-
sages, what kinds of things does the New Testament call idolatry?

9. Do you have any idols in your life? 

BONUS QUESTION: What is ironic about God destroying the temple? What does the act 
of destroying the temple say about God’s frustration with how His people were regarding 
their religion?
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LESSON THREE
Does Care God about our Suffering?

MAIN TEXT: Lamentations 
! Lamentations was written by Jeremiah as he walked around the once great city of Je-
rusalem and mourned its tragic state. Even he was bewildered at what God had allowed to 
happen. Can you imagine the horror of living in Jerusalem after the Babylonians had utterly 
destroyed it? There was little left standing. Famine was so severe that mothers were eating 
their own children. Though it is hard for us to believe, there are people today who live in 
similar painful circumstances. Does God not care about them? What happens when some-
thing goes wrong in our lives? Does God not care about us? 
! Sometimes when we experience suffering it is our fault - a result of our own sin. For 
instance, if you drink and drive and get hurt, you have to live with the consequences. In 
these cases we are suffering because we brought it upon ourselves. Some people have the 
idea that God gives us laws to keep us from having fun and experiencing the best pleasures 
in life. This is not our God at all! The laws God gives us are for our own good - to keep us 
out of the trouble that sinful behavior ultimately will bring.
! Sometimes we suffer and it is not our fault. Why is that happening? Are we not loved 
by God? The answer is that we live in a sinful world - a world in which people have free will 
to sin. Sometimes we suffer the consequences of others’ sin even though we had nothing to 
do with that. God is not indifferent to our suffering. He loves us, He feels our suffering, and 
He wants to relieve our suffering.
! Whenever we feel that our suffering is unjust we need to remember that the greatest 
injustice that was ever seen was Jesus dying on the cross. He was a completely innocent suf-
ferer who died for guilty people who did not deserve forgiveness. Jesus is the ultimate means 
God has provided for relieving our suffering. Jesus also proves that God can take someone’s 
suffering and make it into something wonderful! Even though Jesus suffered one of the most 
painful and humiliating deaths ever, God turned that suffering into a means of salvation for 
the whole world! God can do the same with us. Often we derive encouragement from Chris-

tians who have suffered a great deal and yet 
still serve God. When we see Christians suf-
fer that also gives us an opportunity to do 
good for them.
! Ultimately though, if we only had 
this life to live we would be discouraged to 
the point of hopelessness when we suffer. 
But since we have an eternal home in 
Heaven free from suffering and full of the 
glory of God the Father, we can hope in 
that. In the last day, God will set everything 
right. Those who suffer will be comforted 
and those who inflict suffering on others will 
be punished.
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Questions
1. READ Lamentations 3:19-38. What gives Jeremiah hope even in the midst of suffering? 

How is he able to say in verse 23, “Great is Your faithfulness?”

2. Can good come out of our suffering? Explain. (In your answer you might refer to the fol-
lowing passages: James 1:1-4; 1 Peter 1:3-9; 4:12-19)

3. Which do you think is more important to God: material blessings or spiritual blessings?

4. What are some examples of people in the Bible who suffered because of other people’s 
sins? Name as many examples as you can.
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LESSON FOUR
The Wrath of God

MAIN TEXT: 2 Chronicles 34:22-25; 36:11-16; Deuteronomy 
4:1-24; Hebrews 12:25-29 
! The above passages remind us that the wrath of God is not to be forgotten. Our God 
is a “consuming fire” - in other words, His anger burns against sin and He punishes all un-
righteousness. The destruction of Jerusalem may be the greatest example of God’s wrath 
against His own people in the Old Testament. The temple was burned and the city de-
stroyed by the Babylonians but in reality, God was the one who deliberately allowed the 
Babylonians to destroy His people (2 Kings 23:26-27).

! The basic reason God did this is the same 
reason He warns them in Deuteronomy 4 and 
Hebrews 12 - God has a rightful claim to judge 
the sin of idolatry. Because God is holy He 
cannot have fellowship with sin. One thing we 
need to remember about our sin is how deeply 
it offends God. It may not seem like such a big 
deal to us, but it is to God. This does not in any 
way diminish God’s love for us, but it is a great 
testimony to the fact that God’s holiness can-
not tolerate sin.
! Some people today are uncomfortable 
talking about God’s wrath. In fact, some of our 
friends in the religious world even go so far as 

to say that God is not going to punish evil-doers at all. If this were true there would not be 
any justice. If this were true why would God spend so much time trying to warn us about 
the consequences of evil? If this were true, God would not have needed to send Jesus to suf-
fer and die for our sins. 
! On the night before His crucifixion, Jesus prayed to God the Father that “this cup 
might pass from me” (Matthew 26:39). This is a reference to the Old Testament image of 
God’s cup of wrath which He pours out on all wickedness. Jeremiah 25:15-16: “Thus the 
Lord, the God of Israel, said to me: ‘Take from my hand this cup of the wine of wrath, and 
make all the nations to whom I send you drink it. They shall drink and stagger and be 
crazed because of the sword that I am sending among them.’”
! We all need to remember that our sins weren’t simply forgotten or done away with. 
God’s wrath had to punish our sins. Because of this, Jesus took the full force of God’s wrath 
against our sins when He was crucified on the cross. So Jesus saves us from the wrath of 
God which we all deserve by His sacrifice on the cross. Praise be to God for Jesus Christ!

Section I: Destruction & Loss! 13



Questions
1. Have you ever given much thought to the subject of God’s wrath before this class?

2. Does the idea of God being angry towards sin or jealous of His people bother you? If so, 
why?

3. Do you think God is still as angry about sin today as He was in the Old Testament?

BONUS Question: list some examples or passages about the wrath of God in the New Tes-
tament

4. Do you think that God was just as loving and merciful in the Old Testament as He is in 
the New Testament?

BONUS Question: list some examples or passages about God’s love in the Old Testament

5. Can the study of God’s wrath be an encouraging subject? Why or why not?
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6. READ Romans 12:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22; Revelation 2:6 and ANSWER the following 
questions:

a. How should God’s people feel about their own sin?

b.How should God’s people feel about the sins of others?

c. Do you think that you would be more likely to avoid temptation if you looked at sin 
the way God looks at sin?

7. READ Romans 5:6-9; 2 Corinthians 5:10-11; 1 Thessalonians 1:3-10 and answer the follow-
ing questions:

a. Does studying about God’s wrath help you appreciate the forgiveness of sins in Christ 
Jesus even more? Why or why not?

b.Based on these passages, is Jesus going to judge sin?

c. Based on 2 Corinthians 5:10-11 what should our motivation be for talking to others 
about the Gospel?
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SECTION II
LIVING IN CAPTIVITY

By the waters of Babylon,
there we sat down and wept when we remembered Zion.

On the willows there we hung up our lyres.
For there our captors required of us songs,

and our tormentors, mirth, saying,
“Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”

How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land? 
Psalm 137:1-4
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LESSON FIVE
Faith under Fire

MAIN TEXT: Daniel 3 and 6
! Daniel and his friends Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were first taken into cap-
tivity by the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar when they were teenagers. Because of their 
hard work and personal integrity they rose to high positions within the king’s court. It is still 
true today that because of their hard work and integrity, Christians often make the best em-
ployees.  
! Away from their homes and their families, they remained faithful to God and even in 
times of great trial, they had confidence in God’s ability to deliver them. In spite of the evil 
influences all around them and the pressure to conform to be like the pagans, they put God 
first in their lives and committed themselves to serving Him. Even with all the evil influ-
ences and peer pressure facing teenagers today, teenagers can still be faithful and obedient 
to God just like Daniel and his friends!
! Later, the Babylonians would be conquered by the Persians and Daniel would be-
come a wise man in the court of the Persian king Darius. Daniel’s position was so great that 
it was coveted by other men in the king’s court. These envious men conspired against Daniel 
to have him removed. Daniel would’ve been an old man when he was thrown into the lion’s 
den. It’s amazing that he didn’t break a hip! We all need to look to the examples of Daniel 
and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego for strength and encouragement today.
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Questions
1.  What did Nebuchadnezzar ask Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to do that was wrong? 

Why was it wrong?

2. Were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego convicted that God would save them from the 
fire?

3. What was the one thing that Daniel’s enemies knew they could get him in trouble for?

4. Was Daniel obligated to pray in public? Why did he not pray in private?

BONUS Question - Do Some Research!: Why did Nebuchadnezzar change the names of 
Daniel and his friends? What do their new names mean?

5. READ Acts 5:27-32, Romans 13:1-7, and 1 Peter 3:13-17 then ANSWER the following ques-
tions:

b. What were Peter and John doing that brought them into conflict with the authorities? 
What was their response to the high priest?
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c. How does Paul in his letter to the Romans tell us to behave towards the government 
and those in positions of authority?

d. How does Peter in his letter tell us to behave towards the government and those in 
positions of authority?

e. Is there ever a circumstance in which Christians should disobey the government?

f. What are some examples in the Bible (besides Acts 5) where God’s people disobey the 
government? List as many as you can.

BONUS Question - Do some research!: Who was emperor of Rome when Peter wrote 1 Pe-
ter? How did this emperor famously act towards Christians? Does this add some weight to 
Peter’s charge that Christians should obey the government?
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LESSON SIX
God Rules In the Kingdoms of Men

MAIN TEXT: Daniel 2 and 4 
! Daniel is a book about God reaching out to declare himself to foreign rulers (people 
who didn’t know anything about God). This main theme, or message, is summarized in Dan-
iel 4:32: “the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it upon whomever 
He wishes.” Throughout the book God uses miracles and his prophet Daniel to show the 
foreign rulers that He is the one true God who rules over all people, not just the Jews. One 
of the ways he does this is by his miraculous acts of salvation for his people (see: Lesson 5). 
But an even more important way God does this is through predicting the future and thereby 
demonstrating that He is ultimately in charge of what goes on in this world.
! Although we tend to think of prophets today as people who predict the future, from 
a biblical point of view this is only partially correct. A prophet’s main job was to be a 
spokesman for God. Sometimes this involved predicting the future and other times it did 
not. Usually when a prophet like Jeremiah or Ezekiel predicts the future it is only to warn 
the people of future judgments. Usually the 
people are not given specifics about how God 
is going to judge them; just that He will do so. 
However, this is not always the case. The 
book of Daniel is unique in that most of Dan-
iel’s prophecies are far more specific than any 
other biblical prophet. The fulfillment of the 
prophecies in the book of Daniel are one of 
the greatest proofs that the Bible is the Word 
of God. Daniel’s prophecies are also unique in 
that they are directed to foreign rulers. As 
previously stated, this is because God wants 
the foreign rulers to know that He and He 
alone is in charge of world history. King 
Nebuchadnezzar’s arrogance leads to God 
demonstrating to him in a very powerful way 
who is charge (Daniel 4).

Questions
1. LOOK in these passages for answers to the following questions: Daniel 1:1-2; 2 Kings 

23:34-24:4;25; Daniel 5:1, 30-31

a. Who are the four rulers we read of in Daniel?
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b. What do you know about these men as rulers?

c. What is common to all of them?

2. LOOK in these passages for answers to the following questions: Daniel 2:36-43.

a. What are the four kingdoms we read of in Daniel?

b. What do you know about these kingdoms? (Were they powerful? Wealthy? Etc.)

c. What do they all have in common? 

d. Why are all the kingdoms in Daniel 2 destroyed at once and not one by one? Is this 
historically how it happened? 
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3. Did God intend for men from all nations to be saved or just Israel?

4. God said it would take seven periods of time to pass until Nebuchadnezzar recognized 
what? (Daniel 4:31-32) 

5. Why do you think God chose the particular punishment He did for King Nebuchadnez-
zar?

6. What makes man different from the animals?

7. Do you think Nebuchadnezzar learned his lesson? Why or why not?

8. How should we regard our leaders today? Should we respect them?

9. Why do you think God allows evil men to be in positions of power?
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LESSON SEVEN
Esther and the Providence of God

MAIN TEXT: Esther 
! Did you know that God is never mentioned in the entire book of Esther? Strange for 
a book in the Bible not to mention its main character. Perhaps this is intentional. The pres-
ence of God is certainly felt throughout the entire book and certainly its author believed his 
audience would get the message: God is working in the world through the actions of men. 
The human characters in the story all work to achieve their own ends, but often are igno-
rant of the way their actions shape the out-
come of events.

! Queen Vashti’s loss of her crown 
(1:10-22), the beauty contest Xerxes holds to 
replace her (2:1-18), and Mordecai’s overhear-
ing of a plot against the king (2:19-23) all 
transpire to put Esther and Mordecai in po-
sitions of power before Haman threatens to 
persecute the Jews (3:1-3). Then, seemingly 
coincidental events continue to happen at 
just the right time to affect positive circum-
stances for the Jewish people. King Xerxes just 
happens to be having insomnia on the night before Mordecai’s execution and just happens 
to turn to read the historical records which tell of Mordecai’s good deeds towards him 
(6:1-3). Haman just happens to enter as the king is trying to figure out how to reward Mor-
decai (6:6) and the king just happens to enter when Haman is falling on the couch in an in-
appropriate way towards Esther.

! If this book were not in the Bible we would attribute all these coincidences to 
chance. But because these are God-fearing people we understand that God is using events 
to work for good in the lives of His people. We often refer to the way in which God’s power 
guides our lives as providence. Esther’s story is important because of what it says about God’s 
providence. It gives God’s people today reassurance that God is working in our lives to bring 
about a favorable outcome even when we do not see it. God often places us in certain situa-
tions in life so that we will fulfill His will. As Mordecai says to Esther, “perhaps you have 
come to the kingdom for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14). If we do not use the opportuni-
ties God gives us, His plan will still be accomplished but through another source.
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Questions
1. What is the main conflict in the book?

2. Who is the villain and what is his purpose?

3. How does Esther become queen?

4. How does Esther learn of Haman’s plot?

5. What does Esther do to save Mordecai and her people?

6. How is the conflict ultimately resolved?
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7. What happens to Haman?

8. What does the story tell us about common ideas about God’s providence? (4:13-14) Does 
providence mean always getting what we want?

9. How should we approach the question of providence? (Clue: How confident is Mordecai 
in Esther 4:13-14?)

10.Did Esther have any special qualities that put her in the position of prominence in 
Xerxes’ temple?

11.How did Esther use the circumstances she was in to serve God?

12.How can we use what circumstances we are in to serve God?

13.What parable of Jesus encourages us to use what God has given us to the best of our abili-
ties?
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SECTION III
RETURN & REBUILD

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the 
Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 

Persia, so that he sent a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it 
in writing, saying: “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The Lord, the God of heaven, 
has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and He has appointed me to build Him 

a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.’”
Ezra 1:1-2

Section III: Return & Rebuild! 31



Section III: Return & Rebuild! 32



LESSON EIGHT
Rebuilding the Temple

MAIN TEXT: Haggai 1-2
! Zerubbabel was the man who led the first group of Jews - about 50,000 - back to Je-
rusalem to rebuild what was the main outward symbol of the Jewish religion - the temple. 
The people who returned from exile got to work right away on rebuilding the temple until 
the enemies of the Jews had the work stopped. Two evil men in particular, Rehum and 
Shimsai, wrote a letter to King Artaxerxes convincing him to put a stop to the rebuilding 
(Ezra 4). They were successful and the work ceased. After about 16 years, the prophets Hag-
gai and Zechariah began to encourage the people to finish the work of building the temple. 
The problem this time was not with outside adversaries but with the internal lack of zeal 
among the people of God.
! The message of both of the prophets was: rebuild the temple! Both prophesy about 
the coming Messiah who would ultimately set things right for God’s people. Yet this did not 
mean that the Jewish community did not have a responsibility themselves to rebuild. In this 
lesson we will consider the message of the book of Haggai to learn its significance to the re-
turned community of exiles and to the Lord’s church today.
! Among the lessons Haggai teaches us is the lesson to prioritize (1:2-4). The people 
had been at work building their own houses but they had neglected to build the house of the 
Lord. Likewise, we often get caught up in what we have going on in our lives that we give 
little thought to doing the work of the Lord. We should always make sure that our spiritual 
responsibilities are taken care of first. Otherwise we might not get to them.
! Another lesson we learn is that the time to begin doing what the Lord wants us to do 
is NOW. We cannot wait around until a more opportune time. Remember that our time is 
limited (James 4:13-17) and we must make the best use of it that we can. 
! Finally, we learn from Haggai that we cannot let discouragement keep us from doing 
the work we’re called to. Haggai 2:1-9 is written to those of the older generation who had 
wept when the foundation of the temple was 
laid (Ezra 3:11-13). They did this because the 
temple foundation that was laid did not look 
as glorious to them as the previous temple 
had. Nevertheless, the new temple was God’s 
house; He had promised that His presence 
would be there. The other temple might have 
looked prettier but God’s presence had left it. 
This is an important thing to keep in mind for 
God’s church today. We are God’s holy temple. 
Although we may not seem like much in the 
eyes of the world, if we are true children of 
God, God abides in us.
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Questions
1. Why is it so important to make spiritual matters our top priority?

2. How can we prioritize better as Christians?

3. What things in your life are competing for attention with spiritual matters?

4. Does it matter how nice our church building looks?
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LESSON NINE
Ezra’s Preparation for Leadership

MAIN TEXT: Ezra 7-10; Nehemiah 8:1-8
! Ezra was a priest and scribe from the priestly family of Aaron (Ezra 7:5). He was a de-
scendant of Seraiah, a chief priest who was killed by Nebuchadnezzar when he destroyed 
Jerusalem (2 Kings 25:18-21). Ezra was born in exile and had risen to a position of promi-
nence in the royal court of Artaxerxes, the king of Persia. Artaxerxes gave Ezra a royal grant 
to return to Jerusalem to enforce the law of Moses on the community of Jews who had re-
turned.
! When Ezra set out to return to Jerusalem it had been sixty years since the temple 
was completed in Ezra 6. Even though the physical temple was completed, the inward spiri-
tual condition of the people was not good. Sin had crept back into the community of Jews 
to such an extent that even the rulers among them had taken foreign wives against God’s 

wishes. The people needed a 
strong leader who would help 
them to rebuild their spiritual 
lives.
! God’s church today needs 
good spiritual leaders also. We 
should all aspire to become the 
leaders that God wants us to be. 
But leadership doesn’t just happen 
by itself! Preparation is necessary 
if we intend on becoming good, 
strong leaders who will make a dif-
ference. Ezra 7:10 tells us four 
qualities about Ezra that prepared 
him to be a good leader: he set his 
heart to do the work, he studied 

the law, he practiced the law, and he taught the law to others. All of us would do well to imi-
tate these qualities.
! Finally, not only did Ezra prepare himself for leadership but he also entrusted himself 
to God to take care of the rest. As people of God we should work as hard as we can to do 
our part in being a leader and trust God to take care of the rest. Ezra’s trust in God’s protec-
tion was so great that he refused to accept the protection of the king’s troops and horsemen 
on the five hundred mile journey from Babylon to Israel (Ezra 8:21-23)!
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Questions
1. What should our motivation be in becoming a leader? What is being a leader not about?

2. Can a person be an effective leader in the church without serious study of the Bible? Why 
or why not?

3. What does Romans 10:1-4 say about those who have a zeal for God without knowledge?

4.What does Hosea 4:6 say happened to those without knowledge?

5. Do you feel prepared to answer questions from friends about the Bible? Why or why not?

6. What is the importance of not only studying the law but practicing the law?
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7. Would you take someone seriously who did not practice what they preached?

8. Do you think Ezra could have been an effective leader without practicing the law?

9. What does James 1:22-25 say about those who are hearers of the word but not doers?

10.What happens if we study our Bibles diligently but we do not teach or share that knowl-
edge with others?

11. What does 2 Timothy 4:1-2 say about our readiness to teach others?

12. What does 1 Corinthians 3:5-7 say about who is ultimately responsible for the good that 
comes from our leadership?!
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LESSON TEN
Nehemiah: A Great Leader

MAIN TEXT: Nehemiah 1-2, 4-6 
! Nehemiah is one of the greatest figures in all of the Bible. Born into a life of privi-
lege, he left everything behind to return to Jerusalem and help a ragtag group of people get 
back on their feet and rebuild the wall. He overcame much persecution, opposition, and in-
ternal struggles. He got things done. Nehemiah’s story proves that one man can make a dif-
ference.
! What are the qualities that made Nehemiah such a great leader? First of all, Nehe-
miah was a man of prayer. When he is in-
formed of the situation of the returned ex-
iles, he prays to God on their behalf (Ne-
hemiah 1). He spent four months fasting 
and praying to God about what he was go-
ing to do before he approached King Ar-
taxerxes. Then when King Artaxerxes asks 
what Nehemiah would like him to do 
about the situation, Nehemiah immedi-
ately prays to God before giving an answer 
(2:4). Throughout the difficulties and the 
discouragement that was to come, Nehe-
miah continued to pray to God for com-
fort, for protection, and for victory (4:9).
! Second, Nehemiah was a man of 
action. Nehemiah wasn’t the only man who 
knew about the bad situation the people of 
God were in but he made a difference be-
cause he actually did something about it. 
He returned to Jerusalem and he started 
the work of rebuilding the walls of Jerusa-
lem. He got things done! It had been sev-
enty years since the people had returned 
and the walls had not been rebuilt during all 
of that time. Nehemiah began work on the walls and got them built in a mere fifty two days 
(6:15)!
! Third, Nehemiah was a great leader because he led by example. The message he 
preached to the people was to put God first. But Nehemiah didn’t simply tell them to do 
this, he demonstrated to them what it meant to put God first in one’s life by his example. 
Nehemiah left a comfortable, honorable position in the King’s court when he saw a need to 
tend to the things of God. Nehemiah was not asking the people to do anymore than he had 
done to tend to God’s things. Also, Nehemiah did not simply stand by and watch everyone 
else build the wall while he barked orders. Nehemiah got in on the work himself (5:16).
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! Finally, Nehemiah was very brave. One of the reasons the wall had not been built be-
fore Nehemiah got there was because the opposition from the foreigners was so strong. 
Enemies of the Jews like Sanballat and Tobiah fiercely opposed the rebuilding of the walls of 
Jerusalem. They hurled insults at the people, threatened to fight them, and tried to kill Ne-
hemiah. On one particular occasion in Nehemiah 6:1-14, Nehemiah is warned that his ene-
mies are coming to kill him and told he must flee into the temple. His response is: “Should a 
man like me flee? And could one such as I go into the temple to save his life? I will not go 
in.” Truly Nehemiah was one of the bravest characters in all of the Bible.

Questions
1.What qualities do you admire most about Nehemiah?

2.What tactics were employed by the enemies of the people to oppose the building? Do 
enemies of the churches use the same tactics today?

3. What reason is given for the progress made on the wall? (4:6)

4.What encouragement was given to the people? (4:14, 20)
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5. What problem threatened the unity of God’s people? How was this problem resolved? 
(5:1-13)

6. What did the enemies realize when the wall was completed? (6:16)
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LESSON ELEVEN
Mixed Marriages in Ezra and Nehemiah

MAIN TEXT: Ezra 9-10: Nehemiah 13:23-31
! Both Ezra and Nehemiah had to deal with the problem of the Jewish people inter-
marrying with foreigners. Why did God care if the people were married to people of a dif-
ferent ethnic group? It was because in the Old Testament the Jews were supposed to be a 
distinct people of God. It does not mean that God did not care about those other people 
but that the people were under a special covenant with God which intermarrying would vio-
late.
! One of the reasons God forbade the people to intermarry was that He feared they 
would be influenced by the paganism and wickedness of the foreigners. God still warns us 
about those dangers today - 1 Corinthians 15:33; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18. However, the people 
of God are no longer an ethnic group today as they were in the Old Testament but a multi-
ethnic group brought together by faith in Jesus Christ. There is no indication anywhere in 
the New Testament that it is wrong to marry someone of a different race or ethnicity.

! The application for us today is for us to 
choose our friends and especially our spouses 
wisely. Just like the Jews in the Old Testament 
we are easily influenced by our friends and 
peers. That can be a good thing or a bad thing 
depending on who we choose to be around. Re-
member the warnings the apostle Paul gave 
about this: “Do not be deceived: bad company 
corrupts good morals” (1 Corinthians 15:33), and 
“Do not be bound together with unbelievers” (2 
Corinthians 6:14).

Questions
1. According to Ezra 9:2, who was leading the people in the sin of intermarriage?

2. How did Ezra react to the people intermarrying with foreigners? What specifically did he 
do in Ezra 9:3? 

3. Read Ezra 9:6-15. Does Ezra seem to think he is deserving of the guilt of this sin as well? 
Why or why not?
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4.Who initiated the marriage reforms? (10:1-4)

5. What is the solution to this problem of intermarriage? (10:10-11) Is it too harsh?

6. How did Nehemiah react to the people intermarrying with foreigners? What specifically 
did he do in Nehemiah 13:25?

7. What prominent figure in Israel’s history does Nehemiah remind the people of to demon-
strate the sinfulness of their actions? (13:26-27)

8. Was the influence of foreigners upon the Jews related to their past idolatry?

9. Do you feel peer pressure to participate in wrong activities?

10.Can we influence others without becoming influenced ourselves?

11.Do you think it is wrong for a Christian to marry a non-Christian? Why or why not?
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SECTION IV
FUTURE RESTORATION OF ISRAEL

 

The 
The things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, 
that His Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled... Jesus, the Christ appointed 
for you, whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things 
about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time.

Acts 3:18-21
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LESSON TWELVE
Malachi’s Warnings against Spiritual Apathy

MAIN TEXT: Malachi 1-2
apathy (n) - absence of passion, emotion, excitement; also, the lack of concern over 
things others find moving or inspiring
! Malachi was a prophet who wrote around the time of Nehemiah. His book is one of  
the most fascinating in the Old Testament. It has a lot to say about the tendency of God’s 
people to become apathetic and the coming of the Messiah (which we will discuss in the 
next lesson). Malachi’s name means “My Messenger.” Malachi’s message certainly would have 
been a controversial one to the priestly establishment of the day. He must have been brave 
to deliver it. More importantly, he must have had complete confidence in God.
! Malachi is assumed to have written after the rebuilding of the wall under Nehemiah’s 
leadership. Things should’ve been going great; the wall was rebuilt, the temple was rebuilt, 
regular worship service was restored and God’s people were protected. Yet, as had so often 
been the case in Israel’s history, the blessings of God had allowed His people to forget about 
how much they needed Him. So even though the people were back to participating in regu-
lar worship and there was no idolatry in the land, the spirit of their worship was lacking. 
The sacrifices they were offering were not the best of their flock. The priests were profaning 
the sacrifices. This lack of concern for God’s worship had affected the people’s individual 
lives as well. The men had divorced their wives to go after foreign women and torn families 
apart in the process. Their vile behavior caused God to declare, “I hate divorce!” (Malachi 
2:16)
! What can we do to avoid the same spiritual apathy? First of all, we need to avoid just 
going through the motions with God. Secondly, we need to keep in mind that if we are just 
giving the minimum to God we are not giving nearly enough. Malachi’s message is a re-
minder to us that heartless, mindless worship is not what God wants from His people. We 
may be fulfilling all the required commandments but if we’ve neglected the two greatest 
commands - to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and to love our neigh-
bor as ourselves - then everything else we’ve done is worthless. God had gotten so fed up 
with the people’s spiritual 
apathy in Malachi’s day that 
He told them He’d rather 
them shut the gates and not 
come to offer sacrifices at all! 
“Oh that there were one 
among you who would shut 
the gates, that you might not 
uselessly kindle fire on My 
altar! I am not pleased with 
you!” (Malachi 1:10).
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Questions
1. Do you think spiritual apathy is a problem in your life?

2. If so, what can you do to work on this problem?

3. What specific things does Malachi mention in the first two chapters that have upset God?

4.What do you think it means when God says “I have loved Jacob but hated Esau?” (Mala-
chi 1:1-4) (BONUS: Where in the New Testament is this passage quoted?)

5. What do you think it means when God says in Malachi 1:11 that “My name will be great 
among the nations?”

RESEARCH Question: What did Jesus say about divorce? Cite some passages in your an-
swer.
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LESSON THIRTEEN
Future Restoration of the Messiah

MAIN TEXT: Malachi 3-4; Jeremiah 31:31-33 

BONUS TEXT: Daniel 7
! The temple had been rebuilt, 
the wall had been rebuilt, the people 
had put away their wives - yet things 
were still imperfect in Israel. If you had 
lived in the time of Malachi and Nehe-
miah, you might wonder when Israel 
was going to return to its former glory 
as a nation. Sure, they were back in 
their own land, but they were still being 
ruled by the Persians, about to be ruled 
by the Greeks, and then eventually by 
the Romans. Israel would never again 
be a powerful independent monarchy 
like in the days of David and Solomon. 
Moreover, the glory days of God’s great 
miracles were passed. This was not the 
restoration they had dreamt of.
! In fact, the prophets themselves  spoke of a future restoration, one that was to be 
greater than the one in which the people were currently living. That new restoration was go-
ing to be marked by the coming of God’s righteous Messiah, a descendant of David, of the 
tribe of Judah, who would sit on Israel’s throne and put everything back the way it should 
be. They had no idea that 400 years later this Messiah would be born in a stable in Bethle-
hem, the poor son of a carpenter from Nazareth.
! Yet their hope for the future was set upon the coming of this Messiah who would set 
everything right. That the Jews were expecting a Messiah in Jesus’ time is made obvious by 
the questions they ask John the Baptist in John 1:19-23. This Messiah is spoken of in numer-
ous passages in all the prophets. Read Malachi 3-4 to get a sense of what the Messiah was 
supposed to do. Then go back and read Daniel 7 to know what he prophesied about the 
Messiah. Finally, read Jeremiah 31:31-34; this passage talks about what the Messiah’s reign is 
going to be like.!
! We began this study by looking at Ezekiel’s vision of God’s glory leaving the temple. 
We are never told that His glory returned until John 1:14: “the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.” Jesus was the glory of God and he restored the kingdom of God by bringing sal-
vation, forgiveness, perfect teaching, and a new covenant with the Father.
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! But there’s more! The church of Christ finds itself in a similar situation to the re-
turned people of God in Malachi. We too are living in a time after God’s greatest miracles 
have been witnessed on earth. We too live in an imperfect time. We too are awaiting the 
Messiah’s coming. But we’re awaiting the Messiah’s second coming. And Jesus has promised 
that with that second coming He will set things right forever and gather His people up to 
Heaven with Him. It is this promise of final restoration that gives God’s people hope today 
(Revelation 21:3).

Questions
1. What was the Messiah supposed to be like?

2. Look at significant passages about the Messiah included in Appendix III - do they fit with 
Jesus? Could all of these have been fulfilled in one man by accident?

3. Were the Jews in the New Testament expecting a Messiah? (John 1:19-23) 

4.Why did the Jews in the New Testament not want to accept Jesus as the Messiah?
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A New Beginning - Final Exam
1. Which Babylonian king came to Judah in 605 BC and what did he do?

2. How many exiles were taken in 597 BC? What was the name of the river near where the 
refuge camp was located?

3. What happened to Jerusalem in 586 BC?

4. What prophet was taken to exile in 597 BC and then received a vision from the Lord at 
the refuge camp?

5. What prophet was left behind in Jerusalem after the destruction to witness lamentable 
horrors?

6. How many years (approximately) did Jeremiah say the people would be in captivity?

7. What was the biggest sin that led to the destruction of Jerusalem?

8. How is it that we can suffer the consequences of other people’s sin?
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9.  Name four teenagers who stayed faithful to God while living in captivity:

10. Define providence in your own words:

11. What Persian king gave the Jews permission to return to Judah? (BONUS: What year did 
he issue this decree?)

12. Name four leaders who were influential in rebuilding after the exile:

13. Name two prophets who encouraged the people to rebuild the temple:

14. What was a big sin problem for the people after the exile? (Hint: hair was pulled)

15. What prophet warned about spiritual apathy?
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APPENDIX 1: Timeline
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APPENDIX 11: Reforms After the Return
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APPENDIX 111: Old Testament Prophecies Fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ

Events In the Life of Jesus Prophesied

• Born of the Seed of Woman (Genesis 3:15)

• Born of a Virgin (Isaiah 7:14)
• Born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2)

• Seed of Abraham (Genesis 22:18)

• Son of Isaac (Genesis 21:12)

• Son of Jacob (Numbers 24:17)

• Tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10)
• Family Line of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1)

• House of David (Jeremiah 23:5)

• Presented With Gifts At Birth (Psalm 72:10)

• Infants Slaughtered by Herod (Jeremiah 31)

• Anointed by Holy Spirit (Isaiah 11/Matt 3)
• Zeal For God (Psalm 69:9/John 2:15-16)

• Messenger in the Wilderness (Isaiah 40:3)

• Ministry Will Begin In Galilee (Isaiah 9:1)

• Perform Miracles (Isaiah 35:5-6)

• Teach In Parables (Psalm 78:2)
• Enter the Temple in Jerusalem (Malachi 3:1)

• Enter Jerusalem on a Donkey (Zechariah 9:9)

• Resurrected (Psalm 16:10)

• Betrayed by a Friend (Psalm 41:9)

• Sold for 30 Pieces of Silver (Zechariah 11:12)
• Money Thrown in God’s House (Zechariah 11:13)

• Price for Potter’s Field (Zechariah 11:13)

• Forsaken By Disciples (Zechariah 13:7) 
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• Accused By False Witnesses (Psalm 35:11)

• Silent Before Accusers (Isaiah 53:7)

• Wounded & Bruised (Isaiah 53:5)

• Smitten & Spat Upon (Isaiah 50:6)
• Mocked (Psalm 22:7-8)

• Fell Under the Cross (Psalm 109:24-25)

• Hands & Feet Pierced (Psalm 22:16)

• Crucified With Thieves (Isaiah 53:12)

• Made Intercession For His Persecutors (Isaiah 53:12)
• Rejected By His Own People (Isaiah 53:3)

• Hated Without A Cause (Psalm 69:4)

• Friends Stood Far Off (Psalm 38:11)

• People Shook Their Heads (Psalm 109:25)

• Stared Upon (Psalm 22:17)
• Garments Parted & Lots Cast (Psalm 22:18) 

• Suffered Thirst (Psalm 69:21)

• Gall & Vinegar Offered to Him (Psalm 69:21)

• His Forsaken Cry (Psalm 22:1)

• Committed Himself to God (Psalm 31:5)
• Bones Not Broken (Psalm 34:20)

• Heart Broken (Psalm 22:13/John 19:34)

• Side Pierced (Zechariah 12:10/John 19:34)

• Darkness Over the Land (Amos 8:9)

• Buried In a Rich Man’s Tomb (Isaiah 53:9) 

Character, Attributes, & Teachings of Jesus Prophesied

• Son of God (Psalm 2:7/Matthew 3:17)

• Bruised By Satan(Genesis 3:15/Hebrews 2:14)

• Defeated Satan (Genesis 3:15/Colossians 2:15/1 John 3:8)
• His Pre-existence (Micah 5:2/Colossians 1:17)
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• His Lordship (Psalm 110:1/Matthew 22:43-45)

• Shall Be Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14/ Matthew 1:23)

• Prophet (Deuteronomy 18/Matthew 21:11)

• Priest (Psalm 110:4/Hebrews 3:1)
• Judge (Isaiah 33:22/John 5:30)

• King (Psalm 2:6/Matthew 27:37) 

• Preach To Gentiles (Isaiah 60:3/Acts 13:47-48)

• “Stone of Stumbling” to Jews (Psalm 118:22)

• “Light” to the Gentiles (Isaiah 60:3/Acts 13)
• “I desire compassion and not sacrifice” (Hosea 6:6/Matthew 12:7)

• Two Greatest Commands (Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18/Matthew 22:34-40)

Jesus Completes the Story of Israel

• Fulfillment of Creation 

- Genesis 1:26-28; Psalm 8:4-6; Hebrews 2:6-8

• Fulfillment of the Promises to the Patriarchs 

- Genesis 12:1-3; Matthew 1:1

• Fulfillment of the Exodus 

- Exodus 12:46; Luke 9:31; John 19:36-37; I Corinthians 5:7

• Fulfillment of the Sacrifices 

- Leviticus 1-7; Ephesians 5:1-2; Hebrews 13:10-14

• Fulfillment of the Religious Feasts 

- Leviticus 23: John 7-8

• Fulfillment of the History of Israel 

- Deuteronomy 6-8; Matthew 4:1-11; Matt 2:15

• Fulfillment of the Promises to David 

- II Samuel 7; Matthew 1:1-17; Acts 2:29-36

• Fulfillment of the Temple 

- I Kings 8; John 2:19-22

• Fulfillment of the Return from Captivity 
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- Isaiah 40:3; Luke 3:3-6

• Priest Like Melchizedek 

- Genesis 14:18-20; Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 5-7

• Prophet Like Moses 

- Deuteronomy 18:15-19; Acts 3:22-23

• Conquering King 

- Psalm 2; Acts 2

• Kinsman Redeemer 

- Ruth 2:20; Romans 11:25-27
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