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With the tiny vessel docked onto
the sandy shore and the engine

off, we have no other option than to
remain as quiet and unobtrusive as
possible; our faith rests entirely with
God. I crouch low, watching the vapours
rise slowly from the water, tracing a
continually evolving masterpiece of
elaborate swirls. A shadow slides
noiselessly towards me, effortlessly
gliding through the haze. Shrugging off
the ghostly wisps, the hippo’s head
materializes in front of me, just as the
first shafts of light pierce the gloom,
bathing the whole scene in glorious
amber tones. Just two years ago this
stretch of river dried up for two weeks.
Before 2010 the channel was without
water for 30 years, but today I arrive in
Jao where there is much water.

Our brethren met us at first light,
singing songs and welcoming John,
Salvation, and myself. Our sister Keeditse,
who had been bitten by a venomous
snake earlier this year after being
baptized, ran up and hugged my neck.
Although she walks with a limp, Keeditse
says the day she was added to the Lord’s
church was the happiest day of her life.

The morning was spent handing out
Tswana Bibles and baptism certificates to
those who had been been baptized the
last time we were in Jao. We were
pleased to see that the Christians had
brought many of their neighbours and
relatives to hear the gospel which we
boldly taught of the afternoon. The
lagoon which was free of crocodiles took
over an hour to walk to on foot.  Initially
nine confessed their faith and were
baptized.  When we finally made it back
to the boat, others  were  waiting  to  be
baptized. John entered the main river
channel amidst the crocodiles and bravely
immersed three more.   Praise  God!
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MAIL CHEQUES:

First National Bank

of Livingston

Attn: Mail Clerk/Scott Tope

P.O. Box 671

Livingston TX 77351-0671

John taking Eric Segasebe’s confession

BOTSWANA POSTAL ADDRESS

Scott Tope
P.O. Box 250060
Wenela
Maun
Botswana (For cards and letters)
PAYPAL: scottbotswana@gmail.com


