
The Lion and the Lamb 

Revelation—April-June 2019 

 

Class 9—The End of Evil 

Rev 19-20 

 
Outline of Rev 19-20 

• Celebration in Heaven (19:1-10) 

• Jesus Defeats the Beast (19:11-21) 

• Satan Is Bound for 1000 Years (20:1-3) 

• The Martyrs Reign with Christ for 1000 Years (20:4-6) 

• Satan Is Released, Defeated, Thrown in Lake of Fire (20:7-10) 

• The Great White Throne Judgment (20:11-15) 

 

Overview of Rev 19-20 

• The celebration continues in heaven for the defeat of Babylon 

• Preparation is made for the wedding feast of the Lamb 

• Jesus appears as a warrior, leading the armies of heaven 

• He defeats the beast and the kings of the earth and casts the beast and false prophet into the 

lake of fire 

• Satan is bound in the abyss for 1000 years 

• The martyrs are resurrected and reign with Christ for 1000 years 

• Satan is released at the end of the 1000 years and deceives the nations, gathering them to 

destroy the people of God 

• Fire comes from heaven to destroy them and Satan is thrown into the lake of fire 

• All people are judged and those not in the book of life are cast into the lake of fire 

• Major takeaway:  Jesus judges evil regimes and will ultimately judge Satan and all those who 

follow him, paving the way for a new creation.  

 

Key Lessons in Rev 19-20 

• Judgment is necessary to affirm Jesus’ sovereignty 

• We prepare ourselves for eternity by doing righteous deeds and remaining faithful to Jesus 

• Only God deserves worship 

• Satan and his allies are under the dominion of God 

• God vindicates his people when they suffer 

• Satan will not be allowed to torment God’s people forever 

• We will give account for our actions 

 

Celebration in Heaven (19:1-10) 

• This continues the rejoicing at the fall of Babylon that began in 18:20 

• 19:1-2—A great multitude glorifies God in heaven 

• They rejoice because God has judged and avenged—this is precisely the request of Rev 6:10 



• 19:3—Smoke is an ongoing testimony to judgment of Rome (Gen 19:28-29; Isa 34:10) 

• 19:6—Likely the same multitude (v. 1) praises God for asserting his reign anew through this 

judgment 

• 19:7-8—In contrast to Babylon the prostitute, the Lamb’s bride is in bright, pure, fine linen 

• The image is of God (now the Lamb) as husband and his people as bride (as in Hosea, 

Jeremiah, etc) 

• Despite their earthly hardship and oppression, God’s people experience a more intimate 

relationship with him than before  

• I do not believe that this refers to the end of time, but that those in heaven have a foretaste of 

the “messianic banquet” to come (as in Rev 3:20) 

• 19:9—Here instead of being the bride, the blessing is in being a guest at the marriage banquet 

• 19:10—John attempts to worship the angel but is rebuked and told to only worship God, 

reminding us that idolatry takes many forms and must be guarded against 

 

Jesus Defeats the Beast (19:11-21) 

• This scene is a replay of the battle of the sixth bowl (16:12-16, Armageddon).  We are now told 

the outcome of this battle 

• 19:11-13—Jesus makes an appearance as a warrior.  Most of these images focus on judgment 

(v. 11, eyes like fire, diadems, sword from mouth, tread winepress) 

• He wears names that clearly identify him as Jesus—Word of God, King of kings and Lord of 

lords 

• 19:14—The armies of heaven could be angelic (as in Rev 12:7) or the saints (as in Rev 17:14) 

• 19:15—Jesus has authority over the nations and their actions in gathering to make war on his 

people are in defiance of his supremacy 

• Instead of the marriage supper of the Lamb, we now see the gruesome supper of the beast—

food for the birds (19:17-18) 

• 19:19—The beast and kings of the earth are gathered to “make war” on the Lamb (see Rev 

17:14) 

• 19:20—When the battle comes, it is an anticlimax.  The beast and false prophet cannot resist 

him and are thrown alive into the lake of fire.  This is a picture of torment and definitive 

judgment 

• 19:21—The “rest”—those who followed the beast and gave allegiance to him—are killed 

• This is what the celebration has all been about—the tormentor of the people of God is 

tormented 

 

Satan Is Bound for 1000 Years (20:1-3) 

• We have seen the fate of the beast and false prophet, but what happens to the dragon? 

• Several images here point to the limitation of Satan:  he is locked in the bottomless pit (key), 

bound with a great chain, and the pit is sealed over him 

• 20:2—Why 1000 years?  We have noticed that numbers in Revelation are figurative and that 

time is symbolic (10 days, 3 ½ years, half an hour, etc).   

• 1000 years symbolizes a great amount of time—probably a complete amount, 10x10x10 

• 1000 years is not a literal period of time; in fact, it is possible that it is not a period of time at 

all, but a description of a changed state 



• What does the binding of Satan represent?  Some:  Jesus’ reign as inaugurated in earthly 

ministry (Mark 3:27) and fully inaugurated in his resurrection and ascension 

• But this binding is tied to his inability to deceive the nations any longer (20:3), which seems 

to be precisely what is happening during the time of Revelation (after the inauguration of 

Jesus’ kingdom) 

• I believe that the binding of Satan is how God judges him for his use of Rome to oppress 

God’s people.  He will no longer be allowed to use Rome in this way—completely bound 

regarding this.  However, he will still be allowed to work in a limited way (20:7-8) 

 

The Martyrs Reign with Christ for 1000 Years (20:4-6) 

• It is important to remember the primary concern of Revelation:  it is not written to deal with 

the end of the world, but the overwhelming oppression of the evil beast Rome and the 

question of how a sovereign Jesus could allow such suffering 

• Revelation has shown us that Christ is already reigning and that his saints are reigning with 

him (Rev 1:5-6, 2:27) 

• The main point of this section is to show that martyrdom does not change the promises that 

we will reign with Christ and have vindication and justice over Satan 

• 20:4—The souls of the beheaded are seated on thrones and given judgment 

• They are resurrected and reign with Christ for 1000 years 

• The beheaded must represent all believers (since the “rest of the dead”(20:5) are subject to the 

“second death”(20:6) reserved for unbelievers (20:14)), but especially those who suffer and die 

for their faith 

• The fact that they are given judgment is strong vindication of their cause 

• Resurrection is an odd image here—I believe he is saying that they are elevated and given a 

unique blessing by joining in Christ’s reign 

• 20:5—John presupposes a general resurrection but specifies that this is not what he saw 

• 20:6—There is a blessing for those who die in Christ (even though it doesn’t appear so).  They 

become priests and kings in a fuller way 

• This vision is intended to reassure those facing difficulty and persecution for their faith that 

nothing the beast does to them is permanent—and will even be the gateway to a greater 

blessing  

 

Satan Is Released, Defeated, Thrown in Lake of Fire (20:7-10) 

• 20:7—John does not describe this as a vision, but as a parenthetical end to the story of the 1000 

year reign 

• Despite the judgment he has suffered, Satan will be allowed to work in similar ways 

• 20:8—He will again deceive the nations (presumably to oppose God and his people) 

• Gog and Magog are pictured here as nations; in Ezekiel 38-39, they are a king (Gog) and his 

kingdom (Magog) 

• They are representative of nations opposed to God 

• They gather for battle at the behest of Satan 

• 20:9—They surround “the camp of the saints” and “the beloved city”.  These seem to me to 

represent the people of God, who are always Satan’s target 

• Again, there is an anticlimax.  Fire comes down from heaven and kills them 



• What is different in this description is what comes next: 

• 20:10—Satan is thrown into the lake of fire, where the beast and false prophet are.  This is not 

just binding, but final judgment.  It is the end of evil. 

 

The Great White Throne Judgment (20:11-15) 

• Everyone agrees that this judgment happens at the end of history 

• 20:11—John sees the throne and the one seated on it (presumably God but possibly the Lamb) 

• Earth and sky flee, which probably foretells 21:1, 4 

• 20:12-13—All the dead are present and are judged by books which contain records of their 

actions  

• The book of life is also opened and it is the only way to prevent judgment (20:15) 

• 20:14—Death and Hades are cast into the lake of fire.  This could mean that it is the end of 

death (see 21:4) or that the wicked dead are now transferred to the lake of fire 

• Evil has been definitively judged and removed 


