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Revelation—April-June 2019 

 

Class 5—Blowing Seven Trumpets 

Rev 8-11 

 
Outline of Rev 8-11 

• The Seventh Seal Becomes Seven Trumpets (8:1-5) 

• Trumpets 1-4:  Natural Plagues (8:6-13) 

• Trumpets 5-6:  Demonic Plagues (9) 

• The Mighty Angel and His Little Scroll (10) 

• The Two Witnesses (11:1-13) 

• Trumpet 7:  The Kingdom Consummated (11:14-19) 

 

Overview of Rev 8-11 

• The cycle of seals transitions into a cycle of seven trumpets (prompted by saints’ prayers) 

• The trumpets reveal new judgments against the evil, idolatrous people of earth (presumably 

focused on Rome and its excesses) 

• John is recommissioned and given more to say 

• Two witnesses face persecution and death, only to be resurrected and vindicated 

• The last trumpet reveals God and Christ reigning, all enemies defeated 

• Major takeaway:  While persecution is a part of the life of a Christian, God will judge evil and 

vindicate his people  

 

Key Lessons in Rev 8-11 

• God responds to the prayers of his people 

• Suffering and hardship on earth are intended to make us rethink our life-choices 

• Jesus controls Satan and uses him to further his purposes 

• God’s people must bear witness in a hostile world 

• Often it looks like the world is winning but God will vindicate his people 

 

The Seventh Seal Becomes Seven Trumpets (8:1-5) 

• 8:1—Silence in heaven—often associated with judgment (Hab 2:20, Zech 2:13, Zeph 1:7-9) 

• This may represent the silence of the saints’ cries (6:10) or anticipation of what’s next 

• 8:2—This seventh seal gives way to seven trumpets; we are going to repeat the judgment cycle 

• 8:3-4—The prayers of the saints are brought before God (these are presumably the prayers 

crying for justice, 6:10) 

• 8:5—This becomes fire that is thrown to the earth:  The saints’ prayers prompt God’s actions 

in judgment 

• Often judgments like these are actually carried out by the armies of other nations (see Ezek 

10:1-7, carried out by Babylonians) 

 



Trumpets 1-4:  Natural Plagues (8:6-13) 

• Trumpets are very similar to the story of the conquest of Jericho (Joshua 6) in which trumpets 

precede the fall of the city (here the “great city” falls in 11:13) 

• This section is strongly similar to the stories of the plagues in Egypt (Exodus 7-12) 

• The plagues in Egypt were intended to reveal the greatness of God, punish the obstinacy of 

Pharaoh/Egypt, and bring some to faith 

• 8:7—Destruction of parts of creation; fractions show that it is a partial, not final judgment 

• 8:8-9—Beale sees the mountain as a picture of national judgment (as in Jer 51:25, Rev 18:21) 

• 8:10-11—Like Moses turning water sources to blood, so this water becomes undrinkable and 

many die 

• 8:12—Apocalyptic threatening of heavenly bodies to represent intense upheaval and judgment 

• Darkness can also often be understood as a theological metaphor (ignorance, blindness, sin, 

etc) 

• These sufferings are intended to show unbelievers their separation from God, the futility of 

serving idols, and the beginning of their judgment 

• 8:13—The last three trumpets will be more intense than these 

 

Trumpets 5-6:  Demonic Plagues (9) 

• 9:1-2—The bottomless pit is the home of Satan and his demons (Rev 20:2-3, Luke 8:31) 

• Note that authority is given twice here (9:1 and 9:3), implying God is still in charge 

• From the pit are released horrific locust/scorpion/horse creatures to torment people of earth 

• Clear similarities to the locust/army judgment of Joel 1-2 

• They are destructive and harmful, but only of people who are unsealed (9:4) 

• 9:5-6—They do not kill, but torture; the picture is of unbelievers not forever living pleasantly 

in their rebellion 

• The creatures are described in some detail (9:7-10); the focus is on the destruction they bring 

(9:11) 

• 9:13-16—Four angels who were previously bound are released to kill 1/3 of mankind 

• Four angels similar to those in Rev 7:1—here they bring vast armies 

• Armies are often described as coming from the north/Euphrates in OT judgment (Isa 7:20, 

8:7-8) 

• John hears (9:13, 16), then sees (9:17) 

• 9:17—Fact that they kill by things coming out of their mouths implies words and deception, 

which are often a part of satanic armies in Rev (13:1, 14; 20:3, 7-8) 

• The connection with snakes (9:19) further identifies them with Satan 

• The idea here is that Jesus allows Satan to harm the people of earth to both judge and allow 

them opportunity for repentance 

• 9:20-21—Amazingly, those who see these judgments refuse to give up their idolatry and 

wickedness 

 

The Mighty Angel and His Little Scroll (10) 

• Just as with the seals (chapter 7), so here we have an interlude before we hear the seventh 

trumpet 



• 10:1—The “mighty angel” appears at three strategic points in Rev:  5:2 (introduction of scrolls), 

10:1 (introduction of little scroll) and 18:21 (fall of Babylon) 

• Variously identified as angel and Jesus (due to description, v 2-3) 

• 10:4—John is told to seal up the message of the thunders.  Why?  Is it so urgent that there can 

be no more delay?  Does it describe another cycle of judgment that is foregone at the request of 

the saints? 

• 10:5-7—Very clear reference to Dan 12:7—the oath indicates absolute certainty that God will 

act 

• Where Daniel was told to seal up the message because it was for a later time (Dan 12:9), here 

there will be no sealing 

• The focus here is certainty rather than timing; God has decreed it and it will happen 

• 10:8-11—John is given a little scroll to eat (like Ezekiel in Ezek 3:1-3), symbolizing his 

internalization of the message 

• There is more that John needs to prophesy about (I believe this refers to chapter 12 on) 

• This is similar to the scroll the Lamb took in chapter 5, unfolding and revealing God’s plan for 

the world 

 

The Two Witnesses (11:1-13)  

• 11:1-2—Measuring is a prophetic device emphasizing God’s presence, protection, and 

preservation (see Ezek 40:3ff, Zech 2:1ff) 

• The temple in Rev is always either the present heavenly temple or the temple of God’s 

presence in the future new age (see 11:19) 

• This represents the people of God, Christians of all backgrounds 

• The outer court (v. 2) is variously understood but seems to stress that some of God’s people 

will be “trampled” in persecution 

• 11:3-4—Two witnesses as olive trees and lampstands harkens back to Zech 4 

• 1260 days/3.5 times/42 months represent a time of tribulation that is cut short (see Dan 7:25) 

(also used in 11:9, 12:6, 14, 13:5) 

• Witnesses seem to also be a picture of the church testifying to the gospel—the lampstands are 

the churches (Rev 1:20) 

• 11:5-6—Likened to Moses and Elijah; these emphasize the spiritual protection God gives them 

• The church is able to remind idolaters of the folly of their idols; this torments them (11:10) 

• 11:7-8—At a certain time when their witness is complete, God will allow them to be overcome 

by the beast 

• This is not that the church is literally defeated, but that it appears to be defeated in its role of 

witness—small and insignificant 

• All other uses of “great city” in Rev are about Babylon (14:8, 16:19, 17:18, 18:10, 16, 18-21) 

• The church will be gloated over—in Babylon (Rome)/Sodom/Egypt/Jerusalem—these cities 

all represent historically evil places and people 

• Geographical references in Rev are usually spiritual realms and symbolic places (12:6, 14; 14:4; 

2:13; 20:10; 17:3, 9) 

• 11:9-10—The entire world will gloat and rejoice over their deaths, presuming victory 

• 11:11-12—The witnesses are suddenly resurrected and called to heaven, giving full vindication 



• 11:13—Meanwhile judgment comes to those who opposed God and his witnesses 

• Most commentators assume that the repentance of 11:13 is insincere; I’m not sure why 

• The point is clear:  God’s people are to bear witness for him despite the opposition of those 

around us, trusting that he will ultimately vindicate us 

 

 Trumpet 7:  The Kingdom Consummated (11:14-18) 

• 11:14—Here we return to the story from 9:21, preparing for the last trumpet/woe 

• 11:15—Instead of action, John hears praise that God and Jesus have conquered the kingdom of 

the world 

• 11:16-18—Despite the opposition of “the nations,” God reigns  

• Part of this has to do with “wrath”(v 18), shown in judgment against evil 

• Part of this has to do with “rewarding”(v 18) those who have feared him through difficulty  

• Part of this has to do with “destroying the destroyers of the earth”(v 18), ending the constant 

cycle of destruction that began in Eden 

• 11:19—God’s temple is open and his ark is there, symbolizing his presence among his people 

• This ends “Act 1” of Revelation and two of the judgment cycles; Act 2 will give clearer form to 

the way Satan is acting in opposition to God and his people 


