
The Lion and the Lamb 

Revelation—April-June 2019 

 

Class 4—Opening Seven Seals 

Rev 6-7 

 
Outline of Rev 4-5 

• First Four Seals:  Calamity on Earth (6:1-8) 

• Fifth Seal:  Martyrs Cry for Justice (6:9-11) 

• Sixth Seal:  Wrath against Earth-Dwellers (6:12-17) 

• Interlude:  144,000 Sealed (7:1-8) 

• Interlude:  The Multitude Worship at the Throne/Temple (7:9-17) 

 

Overview of Rev 6-7 

• The events of these chapters are the direct result of Jesus opening the seals (advancing the plan 

of God) 

• Jesus allows hardship to the people of earth and uses it to judge them 

• The calamities on earth are paused so that God can seal his servants 

• John sees a great multitude worshiping God and enjoying his blessings because they have 

endured the great tribulation 

• Major takeaway:  Difficulties on earth are part of Jesus’ kingship; if we endure, we will be with 

him 

 

Key Lessons in Rev 6-7 

• Jesus controls even the evil on the earth and will use it for his purposes 

• Judgment both refines the righteous and presses the wicked to repent 

• God will protect his people from his wrath and ultimately avenge them 

• Sometimes God tells his people to wait 

• God does not always explain his purposes 

• Nobody sees God without persevering 

• Being in God’s presence will be worth enduring difficulty now 

 

First Four Seals:  Calamity on Earth (6:1-8) 

• The four horsemen are also present in Zech 6:1-8, where they patrol the earth 

• 6:1—These horsemen are under the direction of Jesus/God and are a part of the unfolding of 

God’s plan 

• 6:2—This horseman represents conquest (aggressively acquiring new territory) 

• Bow might remind of Parthians, who repeatedly repelled the Roman army 

• Some suggest Christ, but that doesn’t fit with the other horsemen (or Zechariah reference) 

• 6:3-4—Rebellion and civil unrest (internal) 

• “To take peace from the earth” is a direct threat to Rome’s “Pax Romana” doctrine.  Change is 

coming. 



• 6:5-6—Famine.  These prices are hugely inflated (8 to 16x average price).  Reflects growing 

instability 

• 6:7-8—Death is allowed to kill ¼ of earth in four ways (see Ezek 14:21 as reflective of 

judgment) 

• Practically speaking, there will be turmoil through external and internal threats, famine and 

natural disasters, and population decimation 

• The goal here is to show that what appears peaceful and secure can easily be undone; we 

should not trust or worship it 

• It is also possible that spiritual battles and hardships are in view here, meaning special 

tribulation brought on Christians (see 7:16-17) 

 

Fifth Seal:  Martyrs Cry for Justice (6:9-11) 

• 6:9—These have borne witness to the point of death (2:10) and now are under the altar 

(offered to God) 

• 6:10—Basing their request in God’s holiness, they ask how long they must wait before their 

blood is avenged 

• Strong link here to Psalms (esp Ps 79) 

• 6:11—White robes symbolize victory and purity 

• They must wait/rest because more must be killed—this statement contains both assurance 

and unanswered questions 

• We are intended to learn that it is God’s will that the number who will suffer for him will be 

complete 

• They will later be told that there will be no more delay (10:6-7) 

 

Sixth Seal:  Wrath against the Earth-Dwellers (6:12-17) 

• 6:12-14—John sees horrible natural disasters 

• These are stock images in apocalyptic literature—using the overturning of the natural order to 

describe the fall/judgment of a nation 

• The martyrs have cried for justice and now their oppressors receive God’s wrath 

• 6:15-17—Even the greatest of people fear the wrath of the lamb 

• They seek shelter to avoid the wrath of God (Hosea 10:8, Gen 3:9, Rev 7:15) 

• This doesn’t necessarily describe final judgment (see Joel 2:10-11), but rather that judgments of 

nations are so unsettling that they feel like the end (see Mark 13:19-20) 

• Their power—expressed in either peace or violence—will not save them when God chooses to 

judge 

• Their question echoes:  Who can stand? (6:19) 

 

Interlude:  144,000 Sealed (7:1-8) 

• We have a break here from the opening of the seals so that God’s people can be sealed 

• 7:1—Four corners and four winds are also used in Zech 6 to describe the four horsemen 

• This sealing is happening before the seals of chapter 6, ensuring their protection through the 

coming calamities (“after this” not sequential) 

• 7:2-3—Harm is coming against the sea and trees (8:7ff), but servants will be sealed 



• 7:4-8—144,000 is an obviously symbolic number: 12x12x10x10x10 

• Are these only literal physical Jews?  John has been viewing and depicting Christians as the 

true Israel (1:6, 2:9, 3:12) and stressed that this kingdom is from every tribe and people (5:9-10) 

• Some oddities in list:  Dan omitted, Joseph in place of Ephraim, Judah first 

• This is a representation of the full number of God’s people, represented as a census of the 

nation in which all the numbers come out perfect 

• The seal here is about ownership—these belong to God (likewise the mark of the beast, 13:16-

17, 14:9-10) 

• Seals protect people by identifying them with God and thereby exempt from judgment (Ezek 

9:1-8, also blood of the Passover lamb) 

• In Revelation, the seal is not a promise that Christians will be protected from physical 

suffering, but that they will be strengthened to respond in faith and protected from spiritual 

harm provided they endure 

• The seal assures them that they still belong to God and do not experience his wrath 

 

Interlude:  The Multitude Worship at the Throne/Temple (7:9-17) 

• 7:9—Is this great multitude the same or different from 144,000? 

• Notice the hear/see difference (v. 4, 9; 5:5-6).  This emphasizes ironic fulfillment of prophecies 

and expectations 

• This is the same group from a different perspective—not only the ideal people of God, but the 

fulfillment of promise to Abraham (“no one could number”, Gen 15:5) 

• 7:10—God has saved them from both sin and the suffering of the world 

• 7:11-12—Angels also worship 

• 7:13-14—This multitude is those who have overcome despite the “great tribulation” 

• Despite resistance, they have continued believing and bearing witness 

• Their clothes are white because of the Lamb’s blood; compromisers have soiled garments (3:4) 

• This also might imply the purging/refining quality of suffering (Dan 11:35) 

• 7:15—They serve in the temple of God, in his presence (Ezek 37:27) 

• 7:16—They no longer suffer, hunger, thirst (Isa 49:10, Isa 25:8).  The tribulation has ended 

• 7:17—They will be provided for and comforted 

• This picture is intended to motivate Christians to endure without compromising with the 

sinful world around them  


