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Class 10—New Heaven, New Earth, New Jerusalem 

Rev 21-22 

 
Outline of Rev 21-22 

• John Sees New Heavens and Earth, New Jerusalem (21:1-8) 

• John Describes New Jerusalem (21:9-22:5) 

• Final Exhortations, Invitations, and Warnings (22:6-21) 

 

Overview of Rev 21-22 

• John has seen the first heaven and earth pass away (20:11) and now sees a new heaven and 

earth to replace them 

• He sees the new Jerusalem come down from heaven 

• He describes its size, beauty, measurements, materials, and characteristics 

• The nations and kings of the earth bring their glory into the new Jerusalem 

• Most notably, God is there and none of the threats or curses from the former life exist there 

• John then receives a series of messages warning disciples to remain faithful and not take away 

from the words of the book 

• Major takeaway:  God promises intimate fellowship and peace to those who overcome Satan 

and the beast.  

 

Key Lessons in Rev 21-22 

• God wants to live with man 

• God will comfort those who suffer affliction for him 

• Serving God requires courage and conviction 

• There will be a time when the battle is won and we have nothing to fear 

• Only God deserves worship 

• We must remain steadfast in our obedience 

• God’s word is not to be tampered with 

 

John Sees New Heavens and Earth, New Jerusalem (21:1-8) 

• 21:1—Heavens and earth are the Jewish way of describing the universe (see Gen 1:1) 

• The promise of a recreated heavens and earth has a long history (Isa 65:17, 66:22-23, 2 Pet 3:11-

13) 

• The removal of the sea implies the end of evil (since the sea has been a source of evil 

throughout Revelation, 13:1) 

• The main feature of the new heavens and earth is that no evil is allowed there 

• 21:2—John sees the new Jerusalem, remade, descending from God 

• The description of Jerusalem as a bride (21:2, 9) means that it is a representation of the people 

of God (19:7-8) 



• Jerusalem is the city where God lives and this recreated Jerusalem is lacking all the things that 

tainted physical Jerusalem 

• 21:3-4—God wants to live among his people and comfort them (Ezek 37:27, Isa 25:8).  This is 

intended to give reassurance to those who were suffering for their faith 

• This section is strongly linked to 7:13-17, yet here the faithful have received full vindication of 

their cause (because God has judged Satan and the beast) 

• None of the evils and threats of the old order can hinder saints from fully enjoying the 

presence of God (Beale) 

• 21:6—“It is done” means that the end has come and the next age can begin 

• 21:7—Instead of simply calling them his people (21:3), this verse looks at each one of God’s 

people individually, bestowing the role of son on them 

• Every one of God’s people is an overcomer 

• 21:8—Some, however, are not allowed to be a part of the new Jerusalem—those who have 

shown by their actions that they are unwilling to live for God 

• “Cowardly” is notable here because it emphasizes our need for courage 

• “Liars” is also notable because it may refer to idolatry or compromise (21:27, 22:15) 

• This list does not just refer to unbelievers who are excluded from the people of God; it is also a 

warning to those who are tempted to compromise their faith 

 

John Describes the New Jerusalem (21:9-22:5) 

• This vision is extremely similar to Ezekiel’s vision of the glorified temple of God in Ezekiel 40-

48 

• 21:9-10—Again we have a contrast between what John hears (“I will show you the bride, the 

wife of the Lamb”) and what he sees (“the holy city Jerusalem”) 

• We have intensely mixed metaphors here—the Lamb is marrying a bride who is a city 

• It seems to me that the goal of the vision is to describe the church as God wants it to be—a 

perfect people who will be a dwelling place for God 

• 21:11—Several of the pictures here emphasize the glory of God which gives the city its appeal 

(21:18-21, 23, 22:5) 

• 21:12—The great high wall means that nothing will threaten God’s fellowship with his people 

• The gates have the names of the twelve tribes inscribed on them, which represents the entirety 

of God’s people (see chapter 7) 

• The Jewish tribes are interestingly combined with the names of the apostles (21:14), perhaps 

describing the blending of Jew and Gentile in God’s city 

• Measuring the city is a prophetic device to illustrate God’s protection and control (Ezek 40-48, 

Rev 11) 

• This city is measured as a perfect cube (21:16) 

• 21:18-21—The precious stones described echo the stones in the high priest’s breastplate (Ex 

28:17-20, 39:8-14) 

• All of these materials symbolize the permanent safety of God’s people, together with God’s 

glorious presence (Beale) 

• 21:22—There is no temple in this Jerusalem because one is not needed.  “We must remember 

that the major religious feature of the temple was that God resided there”(Osborne) 



• 21:23—God’s glory is all the light that is needed.  This is not so much a comment about new 

heavens and new earth as about the surpassing glory of God 

• 21:24-26—These verses are challenging.  “The kings of the earth” have been opponents of God 

and his people throughout Revelation.  What are they doing in the new Jerusalem? 

• Some take this as a description of a conquered people paying tribute to their conquerors (in 

this case, the saints) 

• Others take this as a description of repentance from some evil people before the end (v 24), 

resulting in them bringing themselves to worship God 

• I lean toward the second interpretation—that God’s ultimate plan involves some from all 

nations and classes who submit to him and bring him glory 

• 21:27—Despite the open gates, nothing unclean, evil, or false will ever enter 

• If this is a description of God’s people in perfection, then it also gives motivation for us not to 

allow such things to enter now, lest this ideal fellowship be compromised 

• 22:1-2—Ezekiel saw a river of life flowing out of the temple (Ezek 47:1-12), giving life to trees 

that healed nations 

• God’s people have access to the source of all life and renewal 

• God’s people—wherever they come from—have the healing they have long sought  

• 22:3—Instead of cursed things, the throne of God and his Son are there and his people worship 

before the throne 

• 22:4—The intimacy is so complete that we see his face and that we wear his name 

• 22:5—Not merely 1000 years, God’s people now reign with him forever 

 

Final Exhortations, Invitations, and Warnings (22:6-21) 

• John receives final words to emphasize the impact of the visions 

• The thrust of these words is be sure you obey God so that you can receive salvation 

• 22:6—The angel asserts that these words and visions are certain 

• 22:6-7—Twice these things are described as “soon” to take place.  Jesus uses the term “coming” 

in a number of ways in the book as he promises to bring blessing and judgment (2:5, 16, etc).  

This term can mean coming in judgments before the end or at the end.  Both are, biblically 

speaking, said to be coming “soon”(16:15) 

• The primary emphasis of Jesus’ coming in Revelation, though, is in judgment on Rome 

• 22:8-9—John again tries to worship the angel and is rebuked and told to worship God 

• 22:10-11—Unlike Daniel, who was told to seal up his prophecy because it was for the distant 

future (Dan 12:4, 9), John is told not to seal them because the time is near 

• Particularly, the voice exhorts us to continue in the pattern of life we have chosen 

• 21:14-15—A blessing is pronounced on those who have washed their robes because they have 

access to the tree of life and the city of God 

• Jesus adds his word of testimony (21:15) 

• The Spirit and the people of God add theirs (21:17, Isa 55:1) 

• 21:18-19—A solemn warning is attached:  readers are not to take away or add to the words of 

the prophecy 

• 21:20—Come, Lord Jesus! 

 


