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Dear brethren in Christ,
Greetings from snow country! Winter has asserted itself here in the Northeast although mild temperatures 
this week melted the snow. But, of course, more snow is forecast tomorrow.

My sons, Samuel and Joshua, flew home yesterday from Florida College for the holidays. It’s great to 
have them home again! Lanna and I have been busy getting the house ready for them. We are still 
unpacking Lanna’s things from the move and sorting through all our possessions to decide what to keep 
and what to discard or sell. I’ve been making repairs and changes to the house (building shelves, etc) in 
order to accommodate our needs.

The work in Canastota continues to go well. However, our numbers are down due to people moving away. 
Last month, Lanna and I attended the wedding of one of our former members, Dave Barry, to Jessie 
Wade in Tennessee. Dave and Jessie are living in Tennessee, and Dave has placed membership at the 
Oak Ridge church of Christ there. We really miss Dave here, but are very happy that he found a 
wonderful woman of faith to be his wife.

My wife Lanna is enjoying living in central New York. Being from Oregon, she is not used to the cold and 
snow we get here, so it’s an adjustment for her. She is as committed as I am to finding people with which 
to study the Bible. Please pray for our work here.

Perhaps the biggest challenge for me at the moment is financial. Due to a decreased membership, the 
congregation here has cut in half the amount they are able to pay me. And they may need to make further 
cuts in the near future. I need to raise at minimum $1250 in monthly support for the new year. If you are 
able to help in this, we would greatly appreciate it. What has hurt us the most financially are problems 
with the health care system in New York State. After adding Lanna to our family health care plan a few 
months ago, New York State revoked the tax assistance it has always given me to help afford the monthly 
premiums. I’ve been fighting them since August to get that reinstated. It is still under review. Multiple 
times I’ve provided them all the information they requested for review, but they still act like it’s insufficient 
and keep delaying. Meanwhile, in order to keep coverage, I’ve had to pay the full price of a Platinum 
policy. For instance, last month I had to pay a $2600 premium. Doing this for the past months have 
drained me financially. The health care system in New York is slow, oppressive, expensive, and, in my 
opinion, broken. I can’t afford a lawyer. I’ve changed policies for the new year, but if the state doesn’t 
renew my assistance, I’ll be paying $2000 a month instead of $1000 a month. I can’t keep doing this. To 
sum up, if the congregation where you’re at is able to provide additional assistance, whether one-time 
relief or monthly support, we would be very thankful. This may be the difference between us remaining in 
New York and needing to move to a more tax-friendly and health care-friendly state. This circumstance is 
especially stressful while trying to pay the necessary tuition to send my sons back to Florida College. 
Please pray for us in our circumstance that it may get better soon.

Also please pray for my uncle Jim’s family. Jim (my Mom’s brother) is unresponsive and near death. He 
has battled cancer and other health problems for the past few years. He is being attended to by his son 
James and his sister Charlotte in NW Arkansas. Thankfully he is a Christian and has been ready to go to 
his reward.

Thanks for your interest in the work in New York! Your help and prayers have meant so much to me, my 
family, and the brethren here. May God bless you always in your work for him.

Your brother in Christ,
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