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Dear brethren in Christ,
As you know, my wife Sonia passed from this life on March 23. We’re relieved her time of suffering is 
over. The cancer cannot touch her anymore. Her faith conquered. There is much joy in Paradise. But we 
miss her. The boys and I have been going through a period of adjustment. It hasn’t always been easy — 
my birthday and Mother’s Day were especially difficult — but overall we are doing better every week. I’m 
very proud of Samuel and Joshua. They’ve shown incredible maturity the entire time.

Sonia’s funeral was on March 31. Brethren came from all over the Northeast and Canada. Friends and 
family travelled from many states. Neighbors and people from the schools were there. The funeral home 
was full. After two hours of visitation, the funeral started. My sons each led the first two songs. After the 
reading of the obituary, William Stewart, who preaches in Kingston, Ontario, delivered the devotional 
message from God’s word. I also spoke and talked about Sonia’s life and example. That was one of the 
hardest things I’ve ever had to do, but I so wanted to honor her, not only out of love, but because she had 
showed us all how to be strong in the faith in spite of her suffering and death — to God’s glory.

Grief has a way of slowing a person down, but I’ve been pressing forward and keeping busy with studies. 
So much is planned for this summer. I’m taking the boys to the Northeast Florida College camp in early 
July. I’ll be a counselor again, and Sam will be one for the first time. In mid-August I’ll be teaching at SOL 
camp. I’m teaching the young men on what the Bible says about Dating, Courtship, Engagement, and 
Marriage. I’m scheduled to preach a gospel meeting in Campbellsville, KY, in October. The brethren there 
want me to do my series on Dealing with Adversity, which I’m going to revise. I’ve learned a great deal 
more since the last time I presented the material. So I have a lot to get ready for. Lord willing, I’ll be taking 
Samuel back to Florida College in August. He took a year off of college to be with his mother and to work 
and earn money for school. He is ready to go back and start his junior year. Joshua will be a senior in 
high school in September. After next year, the nest will be empty with both boys away in college.

My current plans are to remain here in central NY to build up the work and continue what we started. 
Some have asked if I was going to move after Sonia’s death, and the answer is “No.” There is yet much to 
be done here. Sonia’s faithfulness to the Lord and positive attitude through her trials have affected a lot of 
people for good. I want to build on that and help those people come to the Lord.

I have one last story to tell about Sonia: During the last month of her life, her 
health deteriorated very quickly. She was bedridden and unable to do 
anything herself and was totally dependent on me to be there by her side and 
tend to her needs. With the assistance of hospice, I was able to take care of 
her at home. Consequently, I was unable to assemble with the brethren 
during that time. I found strength through communicating with brethren online 
and watching streamed worship services. During much of the last month, 
Sonia was rarely alert and had lost the ability to talk. The last Sunday before 
she died, I was watching the worship service of the Northside congregation in 
Greenwood, AR. I noticed that Sonia had become alert with eyes open, so I 
streamed the worship to appear on our TV. When she saw it, she knew 
immediately what it was and joy was on her face. I sat next to her and held 
her hand while we listened to Todd Hales preach. I doubt Sonia understood 
the words or knew what was being said, but even in her poor state, she 
delighted in what she recognized as worship to God. She always loved 
worship more than anything else. Nothing gave her greater joy than to praise 
God with God’s people. Now she can do that forever… I think I will end my letter here. I love you all.

Your brother in Christ,
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