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Dear brethren in Christ,

Greetings from the heart of New York State! This time of the year is wonderful as we are having summer 
temperatures in the 70’s and 80’s. This is a blessing after our long winters up here.

I mentioned Melissa Holmes’s battle against cancer in my last letter. Melissa is one of our members at 
Canastota. Yesterday she had her cancer surgery in Syracuse and it was successful. The doctors believe 
they got all the cancer. She went home today but is still sore from her surgery. Once she heals, she will 
have to undergo radiation in an aggressive effort to ensure all cancer cells are gone. Keep praying for her 
and her husband and her two young children. If you are wondering, my wife Sonia is still cancer-free and 
doing well. My mother Linda is doing well and improving in regard to her back issues. She sometimes still 
has pain as she did at Bible study last night, but overall she is much better than last month. She even 
mowed her own lawn earlier this week.

In the last week of May, our nephew Christian Shadburne, who was battling a rare form of cancer, passed 
away from his disease. When his health took a sharp decline, we left to drive from New York to Kentucky, 
but did not make it there before he passed. The few days we were in Kentucky with family and friends 
was good and very much needed. Christian’s passing was bittersweet. He had suffered long from his 
cancer, but he was ready to leave this life. He had such a strong faith and was excited about the prospect 
of going home to be with the Lord. His example and his hope strengthened everyone around him. It will 
be hard on his parents and brothers who will dearly miss his positive presence. But the thought of being 
with him again gives us all the more motivation to persevere. Keep the Shadburne family in your prayers.

In two weeks, Sonia and I will be counselors at the Northeast Florida College Camp in New Jersey. Our 
son Joshua will be going, and we are taking two young people from the congregation here. This is one of 
the highlights of our year as we feel like we are making a difference in the lives of the young people who 
live in this part of the country. Our oldest son Sam, who is home from college for the summer, will be 
preaching the Sunday after we arrive back home from camp. Sam has a summer job working in the local 
grocery store. It’s great having him home. 
Our gospel meeting with Jerry Falk was a success. Jerry’s lessons were encouraging to everyone, and 
we all were uplifted by the example of him and his family while they were here. I’m busily preparing 
lessons for my upcoming meetings in Alabama and Kentucky later this year. My lessons are on Dealing 
with Adversity. We’ve learned a lot about that in recent years, and I’m excited to share many applicable 
passages from God’s Word on this topic. This series is very special to me.

I’ve done something that I’ve only done once before: I’ve planned out what I’m going to preach for every 
week for the rest of the year, and given the brethren here the list. That way I can be sure to get in all the 
preaching I need to do on certain topics here, and the brethren will know what to expect each Sunday. 
And the brethren understand that if something comes up that I must deal with, or if we have certain 
visitors that would be better served by a basic lesson on the Plan of Salvation, then I reserve the right to 
change the lesson to suit what is best for the moment. But the brethren like me to tell them ahead of time 
what I’m preaching on so they can invite people to come to hear something specific. This is working well. 
Our usual Bible classes are going well. The special Bible study in Cicero continues on Thursday or Friday 
mornings. That class has been going on for between 4 and 5 years. Sonia continues to study with some 
of the women to encourage them and help them learn more about God’s word. I’m blessed to have a wife 
who loves God’s Word with all her heart. 

Thank you all for your support and encouragement! Thanks for your interest in the work here in New York. 
We love you! May God be with you in all you do for Him.

Your brother in Christ,
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