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Dear brethren in Christ,

Greetings from New York! After a very mild December, we finally got substantial snow this week and our 
younger son Joshua had his first snow day from high school. Last week our older son Sam flew back to 
Florida College after spending the holidays with us. It was great having him home again. He and I studied 
through the gospel of Luke together while he was here. My wife Sonia will be undergoing routine tests 
and scans in the next few weeks to make sure she is still cancer-free. She is feeling well without any 
symptoms. After holiday feasting, I’ve had to change my diet to deal with reoccurring symptoms from 
Crohn’s disease, and those adjustments seem to be working quite well in diminishing colon discomfort. 
It’s a learning process, and I’ve figured out which foods to avoid and which foods actually help. It’s a good 
way to start the new year. We are thankful to God for our health and wish to use it for His service. My 
mother Linda is dealing with chronic back and neck pain, so please keep her in your prayers.

The work here in Canastota in central New York is going very well. Sonia now studies with Mara Scanlon 
and Sharon Burnam on Thursdays. My studies in Cicero, NY, with David Barry and David Holmes are on 
Friday mornings. Our visitors, Tyler and Michelle, are coming regularly to worship and Bible study and 
show continued interest. Our neighbor Helen Thatcher is a regular at studies at our house. Our efforts 
continue to find more people who are willing to study the Bible with us. We pray that our current studies 
will open further doors to reaching more of their relatives and friends.

Our Sunday morning class will soon be finishing a study of Psalm 119. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed preparing 
lessons for this series about our relationship with God through His word. I’m working on material for the 
gospel of Mark to teach next. I have a lot of new meeting material to also prepare. Since Sonia’s health 
has remained good, I feel more confident scheduling gospel meetings outside New York. I’ve been asked 
to speak in Connecticut, Alabama, and Kentucky later this year. Lord willing, I’ll also be going to the 
lectures at Florida College in February, and taking David Barry with me there. It will be an opportunity for 
David, a native New Yorker, to meet Christians outside his home state. As a relatively new Christian, he 
will see how big a family we have in the Lord. If any of you are going to the FC lectures, please find us 
there and meet David.

At present, my financial support seems to be stable and capable of meeting our needs. If I lose any 
support, it won’t be. The biggest impact on my budget was the large increase in our health insurance. I 
now must pay $1,411.73 a month to have the kind of insurance necessary to sufficiently cover myself and 
Sonia in case her cancer returns. Coverage for the boys adds $90 monthly, which brings the monthly total 
for all of us to $1,501.73. I never dreamed health insurance would ever cost this much and swallow up so 
much of my budget, but there’s nothing I can do about it. Cheaper insurance plans in New York aren’t 
sufficient enough to cover Sonia’s needs and they carry very high deductibles. The boys are getting 
insurance at a bargain, but that will change when they get older. This is a burden every gospel preacher 
has to face in these times. Raising and keeping support is very much a life-and-death circumstance when 
it comes to health insurance. No hospital here will consider a patient if the right kind of insurance is not in 
place. We are very thankful to God that through the generosity of brethren and congregations, we are 
able to pay our bills and do the work here in the Northeast. The second biggest impact to our budget is 
sending our son to college. Generosity from several sources has allowed us to keep doing this. As 
parents, Sonia and I feel strongly that Sam will get the best education at FC and be free of the worldliness 
promoted by so many educational institutions in this country. He has matured from being a student there.

Keep praying for us! May the Lord bless you in all the work you do for Him. We love you all!
With love, your brother in Christ,
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Recent snowfall in our yard 
from lake-effect snow
off of Lake Ontario.
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