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Dear brethren in Christ,

A warm “Hello” from the Empire State! The leaves are all off the trees and winter is around the corner. 
However, we’ve had warmer than normal temperatures for the past couple of weeks, and I’ve been able 
to rake leaves while wearing a short sleeve shirt, which is a first for this time of year. The forecast is for 
colder weather tonight, so the warm spell is over. Time to get the jackets out and dust off the coats. 
Typically we have snow on the ground before Thanksgiving, but I wonder if this year may be different. 
Usually whatever snow we don’t get in November will come in bunches later.

About our health: My wife Sonia has been doing very well. Her tests last month showed that she is still 
cancer-free! She doesn’t have to see another doctor until January. I’m doing better with my Crohn’s 
disease. I had a mild spell last month. But after the doctor prescribed antibiotics, I did much better. In fact, 
I feel the best I’ve felt in months! So we are very thankful to the Lord for our health. Joshua, our younger 
son, is doing well. I think he’s enjoying the extra attention since his brother Sam went away to college. 
Joshua made the high school JV basketball team as a freshman. Sam is enjoying Florida College really 
well. It makes us very happy to see him in an educational institution and environment where he can grow 
and mature as a Christian. My mother is doing great after her hip surgery. She is able to do lots more than 
before. She resumed mowing her own yard and doing yard work by the end of the season.

The work here in Canastota in central New York has been encouraging. We’re blessed to have a group of 
Christians who are closely knit together and genuinely enjoy each other’s company. It’s been a boost for 
us also to have several visitors studying with us. Sonia and I have a weekly study with Mara Scanlon on 
Tuesdays. Tyler, a friend of one of our members, is coming regularly to worship and Bible study. He wants 
to get his life turned around after serving time in jail. He is a great prospect and is attracted to the 
message of hope through the gospel of Jesus Christ. He is coming to our house tonight to visit. David 
Barry’s girlfriend Michelle has also been attending regularly with him. It’s hard to gauge what effect the 
teaching is having on her. She doesn’t say much about what we’re studying or ask questions. We pray 
that the planted seed of the word will work on her heart. My Thursday morning studies in Cicero have 
been moved to Friday mornings for everyone’s convenience. We are studying through Old Testament 
history. We are in the book of Numbers right now. My Sunday morning class is studying through Psalm 
119. Wednesdays we are in Ezekiel. One of the elderly sisters here, Sharon Burnam, has been shut-in for 
the last couple of months due to declining health. However, she was able to meet with us a week ago and 
seemed to be doing much better. Her health is going to be up-and-down, but we are thankful that she has 
some good days now. For a group of 23, we have a good variety of age, from very young children to 
teens to college age to middle aged to elderly.

My meeting in Philadelphia, NY, on Dating, Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage, went very well. It was 
a wonderful blessing to be with the good brethren up there. I’ve been asked to preach a meeting in 
Harvest, AL, next August on “Dealing with Adversity.” I’m looking forward to speaking on this topic and 
sharing what we’ve learned from Scripture and by experience, especially in regard to Sonia’s battle 
against cancer. There were many Bible passages that sustained us through that time, and it will be a 
great joy to share those with others. The small congregation in Wallingford, Connecticut has asked me to 
speak to them this Spring in a gospel meeting. I’m looking forward to helping the brethren out there.

Thanks again for your interest in the work here in the Northeast. We are committed to reaching the lost in 
New York State in service to our Lord. Keep praying for us! May the Lord bless you in all the work you do 
for Him in the area in which you live. 

With love, your brother in Christ,
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