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Dear brethren in Christ,

Greetings from New York State where the leaves are changing and the weather is turning cool! Fall has 
arrived and we’ll soon be at the peak for Fall viewing. School started here after Labor Day, and Joshua 
began his first year in high school. I took Sam to Florida College in August for his freshman year, and he 
is really enjoying the spiritual atmosphere there. Sonia is doing well. In October she will be undergoing 
routine scans and tests to see if she is still cancer-free. Sonia’s hair has finally grown back to a length that 
she no longer needs a wig. It has come back curly and darker in color. (See picture.) My Mom, Linda 
Rainwater, has fully recovered from her hip replacement surgery and is doing all the normal things she 
did before and more. She just celebrated her 73rd birthday. Please keep praying for our nephew, 
Christian Shadburne, in his battle to be cancer-free. He’s come a long way toward beating it. He will still 
need further chemo treatments.

Our Thursday morning Bible study continues as we’re 
going through Bible history for those who wish to join us 
at the Wegman’s grocery store cafe in Cicero, NY. Sonia 
and I now have a Tuesday evening study with a contact 
from Sherrill, NY. Mara came as a result of our 
advertising and is interested in learning more about the 
Bible. Her husband has been against her coming to 
worship, but she told him this was very important to her. 
Hopefully he will also become interested in time. He 
wants to be spiritual but is very untrusting of any 
religious group because of past problems. If Mara can 
learn the truth and grow closer to the Lord, perhaps he 
will follow in her example. Please pray that these things 
happen in that way. Our study this week with Mara went 
very well. She is very excited to learn things she didn’t 
know before.

This weekend I’m preaching a meeting in Philadelphia, 
NY. This is the congregation I worked with when we first 
moved to the Northeast almost 15 years ago. The brethren 
are in a different location than before, renting a storefront 
close to the Fort Drum army base. They asked me to preach my series on what the Bible says about 
Dating, Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage. It will be good to be back with these good brethren again. 
They’re a growing group and we are close friends with many of them there.

The congregation here in Canastota is doing well. We have a new member, Mia Brown, who is beginning 
her college studies at Morrisville Community College in Morrisville, NY, not far from Canastota. She is the 
adopted daughter of Gary and Colleen Tweedie, who worship in Philadelphia, NY. We knew Mia when 
she was very young. It’s hard to believe she is already in college. Earlier this month, Francis Oketch 
spoke to us about his work in Uganda. The brethren were moved by what he said about Christians in 
Africa. Several commented afterwards that it encouraged them to be more devoted to the work here. 
Thank you so much for your interest in the gospel work being done in New York. We couldn’t be here 
without your help and your prayers! We love you all very much.

Your brother in Christ,
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My wife Sonia with her hair grown back 
after her battle with cancer.
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