
December 3, 2019 
Dear family of God: 
As always I must begin by telling you how much I appreciate your support that enables me to preach the 
gospel in Manhattan. Given how much it takes to live and work in this unique environment, it is comforting to 
know that you have my best interests at heart. I strive to be a good steward of the faith you are putting in me.  
To streamline my report as a dear friend suggested I might ought to do, I will begin by discussing some 
highlights of each month (as opposed to the more mundane activities of preaching) and end by discussing 
important matters common to every report. 
If I did similar things in multiple months, I will only mention them once. Thus, the amount of space devoted to 
each month will lessen as we proceed. 
SEPTEMBER:  

• Tammy and I met with several members in hopes of encouraging them in the faith. It appears that by God’s 
grace our efforts have born good fruit.  

• A dear member of the congregation I worked with in Searcy, Arkansas passed away and I was so sad I could 
not be there for the family and help them with the funeral. Distance has its disadvantages.  

• I spent some time learning more about how to keep our website current, but I have not had the time to apply 
what I learned. I hope that this will soon no longer be the case. Our website is a particularly good outreach 
tool in this unique, non Bible Belt environment.  

• I contacted the hostel where we meet to confirm our reservation of space for our upcoming gospel meeting 
and to ask if they had a space we could rent for our Sunday morning young people’s class. It was good to 
learn the ropes of dealing with our landlord.  

• One Saturday when we were handing out fliers I got an extremely negative reaction from someone who 
passed by. The hostility to Christianity and religion as a whole is very strong in some who live in New York. 
Thankfully, though, the positive responses have far outweighed the hostile reactions. See Attachment One 
for a picture of the brethren involved in this very productive work. 

• I got the following note from one of our visitors from Alabama, “Tim, Thank you for your work in the Lord in 
NYC. We enjoyed and count it a blessing to have worshiped with you all last Sunday morning. It was 
wonderful to meet your wife as well as our brethren there in the big city ... I appreciate the efforts you all go 
through week after week and in order for us to have been able to worship Sunday morning. Meeting in a 
rented place of worship is much different than how we ... worship on a regular basis. Please know how much 
I appreciate all the efforts in making a place that Christians can gather to worship our God in an orderly and 
acceptable manner.” See Attachment Two for a picture of one of our Sunday morning assemblies. I received 
a couple of similar notes since I last wrote you that I will not include in this report. Sometimes you wonder if 
you are making a difference. Such words of kindness are so encouraging. 

• I prepared a flier for our upcoming gospel meeting and prevailed upon Don Bunting for a distribution list 
which he kindly supplied.  

• We had several people begin attending with us that are bright prospects for salvation and/or membership. I 
have been reaching out to them.  

• My mother came to visit with us. We had a good time. See Attachment Three. 
• We went to Northern Virginia for a couple of days to see my oldest daughter and her family. It was a 

refreshing visit. See Attachment Four. We are going to visit our other daughter and her family for the 
Christmas Holiday. Lord willing our whole clan will be together. We are excited by the prospect. 

OCTOBER:  

• I had the great privilege of baptizing a young lady named Erica into Christ. See Attachment Five.  
• Tammy and I attended one night of a gospel meeting held by the bilingual congregation in West Harlem. 
• My dad came to visit us. It was a good visit. See Attachment Six.  
• We had a gospel meeting with Shawn Bain Of Somerset, Kentucky. He preached a wonderful series of 

lessons on marriage. Shawn and his wife Diane stayed with us. They are dear friends. We really enjoyed our 
time together. See Attachment Seven. 

• We are learning the ropes of the health care system in New York City and it is definitely a different world. I 
had a good religious discussion with a Muslim blood tech when I went to the hospital for a routine visit. 
Unfortunately a few days later I had to spend about eight hours in an emergency room. See Attachment 
Eight. I will not go into the details, but what was wrong was made right and if I am careful history will not 
repeat itself.  

• Fall has been beautiful in New York. See Attachments Nine–Eleven. We just had our first snow. 
• Our son and his family came for a visit. Let’s be honest. Grandkids are the best! See Attachment Twelve. 



• We had three people place membership with our congregation. 
• One of our members went missing and another one of our members found him passed out on his apartment 

floor. He’d been there several days. We feared the worse with ample reason, but by God’s amazing grace he 
was back at worship last Sunday.  

NOVEMBER: 

• We had another person place membership with our congregation. 
• Tammy confirmed she needs her gallbladder removed. Her outpatient surgery is this Friday, December 6. 
• We continue to use hospitality as a way of getting to know people better in hopes of helping them know 

Jesus better. 
• I came to realize that there is a definite cycle to tourism in New York and that our overall attendance has 

suffered for it, but I’m fairly certain that allowing for the holidays our local attendance has been improving. 
• Tammy and I attended one night of a gospel meeting held by the Prospect Park congregation in Brooklyn. 
• The young son of two of our members who has stomach cancer has had his ups and downs. Please 

continue to pray for Akanimo and the entire Ekanem family.  
• I am trying to upgrade our sound system. It definitely could use some improvement.  
• We recently had a large group of people affiliated with the Athens Bible School join us for our midweek 

Tuesday class. The singing was especially encouraging.  
• Before Thanksgiving one of our families hosted a potluck for all who attend with us. The logistics of such 

endeavors are particularly daunting in Manhattan. Our time together was a great blessing.  
• We spent a wonderful Thanksgiving with my oldest daughter and her family in northern Virginia.  
• I began working on compiling an exhaustive and accurate list of the contact information of all who attend 

with us which will serve several important purposes.  
COMMON MATTERS: 

• Attendance. In September our average on Sundays was 70 and on Tuesdays it was 19; in October our 
average on Sundays was 64 and on Tuesdays it was 18; and in November our average on Sundays was 61 
and on Tuesday it was 36. 

• Bulletin. I put out a bulletin each week entitled, “The Manhattan Memo.” I make paper and electronic copies 
available for each Lord’s Day. If you would like to be added to the distribution list, please just let me know. 

• Sermons. In September, October, and November I preached the following sermons at Upper West 
Manhattan: “How God Speaks To Us Today,” “Accurately Handling The Word Of God,” “Correcting Those In 
Opposition,” “Lessons From A Bronze Serpent,” “Stubbornness,” ”Baptism In The Name Of The Lord,” 
“Bearing Burdens Without Breaking Under The Stress,” “The True Grace Of God,” “Stumbling Blocks,” and 
”Rejoice In The Lord Always.”  

• Sunday Class. In September, October, and November I continued teaching our Sunday morning adult class 
on the parables of Jesus. We studied the following parables: “The Tares,” “The Laborers In The Vineyard,” 
“The Lost Sheep, Coin, And Sons,” “The Mustard Seed,” “The Leaven.” “The Talents,” “The Treasure Hidden 
In The Field And The Pearl Of Great Value,” “The Unforgiving Servant,” and “The Leaves On The Fig Tree.” 

• Midweek Tuesday class. In September, October, and November I continued teaching our midweek Tuesday 
night adult class on the Sermon on the Mount. We studied “Fasting (Mt 6:16-18);” “Treasures On Earth And 
In Heaven (Mt 6:19-21);” “The Lamp Of The Body, No One Can Serve Two Masters (Mt 6:22-24);” “Do Not 
Worry (Mt 6:25-34);” “Judging (Mt 7:1-5);” “Do Not Throw Your Pearls Before Swine (Mt 7:6);” “Ask, Seek, 
Knock (Mt 7:7-11);” “The Golden Rule (Mt 7:12);” and “The Two Gates (Mt 7:13-14)  

• Sermon and class resources. I make sermon outlines available prior to every sermon in paper and 
electronic form so listeners can follow along with me if they desire and/or to have them for later review or 
reference. I also prepare lesson sheets for both classes. We also livestream and archive all our sermons and 
classes on our Upper West Manhattan church of Christ Facebook page.  

• Fliers. In September and most of October we continued gathering on Saturdays at the hostel where we 
assemble to pass out fliers. We use the fliers to invite people to study the Bible with us in our regularly 
scheduled public efforts or in private classes if they prefer. We do this from 10:30 a.m. until noon. In late 
October we suspended this very productive work until next spring because of the deteriorating and 
unpredictable weather conditions that inevitably come as winter approaches. 

Well, I will sign off for now. I would appreciate any feedback you might have on this new format. If you have 
questions or need anything else from me, please let me know. My contact information is Tim Norman, 220 W. 
98th St. Apt 9H, New York, NY 10025, tntnorman@sbcglobal.net. I hope and pray that all of you will continue to 
have a safe and happy holiday season. Time keeps slipping, slipping, slipping into the future. Let us all resolve 
to redeem the time in 2019. 

In Him, Tim
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