September 17, 2019
Beloved brethren:
Grace and peace to all of you from God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Thank you so much
for supporting me as I strive to faithfully preach the word of God on the island of Manhattan in New York City. I
realize the unique circumstances of working here make me particularly accountable to God and you. Please
know that I feel the weight of this responsibility and I am trying very hard to be a good steward of the trust
placed in me.
Instead of sending separate reports for July and August, I will combine both reports into this one letter. This will
be more efficient and help me get caught up in my reporting to you. I will try very hard not to get behind again. I
am working harder than ever before. For example, last week I worked 55 hours and 30 minutes and the week
before 67 hours and 10 minutes. I am not complaining. The work is a gracious blessing of God. I only mention
the amount of time I work so you will understand why I sometimes give precedence to the work I need to do
over reporting on the work I have already done. Also, in case you are wondering why I know how many hours I
work, it is a hold over from my accounting days. I track my time so I make sure I “earn my keep” and in hopes
of keeping balance between “work” and other important aspects of my life.
With the advent of summer and people traveling as well as a disproportionate amount of illness, our
attendance declined a bit from an average of 74 on Sundays and 24 on Tuesdays in June to 72 on Sundays
and 20 on Tuesdays in July and to 72 on Sundays and 19 on Tuesdays in August.
I put out a bulletin each week entitled, “The Manhattan Memo.” I make paper copies available each Lord’s Day
but I also distribute them electronically. If you would like to be added to the distribution list just let me know.
In July and August I preached the following sermons at Upper West Manhattan: “Repentance,” “Heaven Or
Hell,” “Good Friends,” “The Authority Sermon,” “The Divine Institution Of Marriage,” “Always Be Thankful And
Give Thanks,” and “The Sabbath Day–Day Of Rest.”
I have been working hard to fit the way I preach to meet the best needs of my audience as listeners. To this
end I have been attempting to slow down and have started projecting the verses I use so everyone can read
along with me. English is not the first language of many who attend so these efforts have been well received. It
takes a lot more time to create my visual aids, but I think it is time well spent.
The response to the substance of my preaching and teaching has also been very gratifying. One lady travels
an hour and a half one way to come to our Tuesday class when she is able. She apparently really enjoys my
outlines and approach to scripture. Such encouragement refreshes my soul. Brethren, always remember that
preachers are just like everyone else. From time to time we get discouraged, have crises of confidence,
wonder if we are making a difference, and contemplate whether we should be doing something else. If you
think a preacher needs to improve, first praise him for what he does right and then reasonably and patiently
encourage him in areas he needs improvement. Just as preachers should not be hirelings, brethren should not
treat them as hirelings. Be someone who helps preachers grow in all aspects of their work because of you, not
in spite of you. (Okay, I’ll get off my soap box–got a little “preachy” there).
In July and August I continued teaching the Sunday morning adult class on the parables of Jesus. We studied
the following parables: “The Children In The Marketplace,” “ The Growing Seed.” “The Persistent Widow,” “The
Pharisee And The Tax Collector,” “The Ten Virgins.” “The Big Dinner,” and “The Good Samaritan.” As I said in
my last report, I really love to study the parables because they reveal truth in a unique way we really need.
In July and August I continued teaching the Tuesday night adult class on the Sermon on the Mount. (We have
our midweek service on Tuesday nights instead of Wednesday nights). We studied “Turning The Other Cheek
& The Like (Matt 5:38-42) Parts One & Two,” “Love Your Enemy (Matt 5:43-48),” “Rewarded Righteousness &
Giving To The Poor (Matt 6:1-4),” “Rewarded Righteousness And Prayer (Matt 6:5–8),” and “The Model Prayer
(Matt 6:9-15), Parts One, Two, & Three.”
We are definitely taking our time with our study of the Sermon on the Mount, but no one seems to mind
because there is so much non-repetitive material compressed into this amazing sermon that you can study just
a few verses at a time and be extremely thankful you did. This study has been a great blessing to me
personally. It presents to us the weightier matters of the law that we all need to thoroughly explore. Once I
have completed the study I hope to boil the material down into gospel meeting proportions. The thought of
being able to share the mountain message with others now that I have had the privilege of studying it in depth
is a very exciting prospect.

I make sermon outlines available prior to every sermon so people can follow along with me if they desire and/
or to have it for later review. I also prepare lesson sheets for both classes. I have started sending out the class
sheets electronically so if you would like to receive a copy of them just let me know and I will add you to the
distribution list. We also livestream and archive all our sermons and classes on our Upper West Manhattan
church of Christ Facebook page. I have also started putting the sermon outlines and class sheets in the
comment sections on each of these posts.
I have been neglecting our website. I had someone email me and ask if our congregation was still meeting.
They were not sure because no new sermons had been posted since February. I felt bad when I got this
inquiry. I have been hoping to have time to do this work without having to ask someone outside our local group
to do it for us. But a former member who recently moved has said he will be glad to do this work for us so I am
going to take him up on his offer. I will get the sermons and outlines ready to post and leave it to him to do the
rest. I am starting to realize that I am going to have to simplify my approach to things. Otherwise, I am going to
leave important things undone
In July and August we continued gathering on Saturdays at the hostel where we meet to pass out fliers. We
use them to invite people to study the Bible with us in our regularly scheduled public efforts or in private
classes if they prefer. We do this from 10:30 a.m. until noon. This work has really begun to bear good fruit. At
the very least we have had seven people attend with us as a direct consequence of this work. When I was
having a followup Bible study with one of these people, someone passing by overheard what we were
discussing and asked if he could join our study. He was at church the following Sunday. As soon as I get the
time, I really want to think about how we can use this technique of reaching people the most effective way
possible. I think with a little creativity there are some really good possibilities out there. One thing I started
doing was using banners we already have for this work. They catch people’s eyes and really seem to help.
The way people respond to our simple invitation is interesting. A lot of people ignore us entirely, as if we did not
exist. Most though are polite in their refusals, but I have had a couple of people respond with intense hostility. I
have never personally experienced such antagonism towards Christianity in my life. It is sobering but
underscores our need to reach such people. They really are not mad at us or even at Jesus but at the devil
who they unknowingly serve and who inevitably lets them down. But, we have to fight such forces of evil
righteously. It is very tempting to give as you get, but we must never forget that the weapons of our warfare are
not carnal, that we cannot overcome evil with evil but only with good. Jesus set a very high standard. “Father,
send away your wrath for now and give them time to repent for they do not know what they are doing.”
I have been continuing to run for my health. One night I was trying to bypass a point of congestion and
apparently got in a lane that was reserved for bicyclists when a couple of riders in a large group squirted water
in my face from their drinking bottles as they passed me going the other direction. I appreciate the irritation that
comes when you are trying to exercise and people frustrate your efforts, but that was a bit much. Some people
are just not very nice.
In my last report, I sent pictures of our apartment. I thought you might find the night time view from our
windows interesting. The city is beautiful in its own concrete jungle kind of way. See Attachments One & Two.
Tammy and I are really enjoying living in Manhattan. The church is great and the food here is out of this world.
But I can definitely see the need to periodically get out of town and be refreshed with what most of us think of
as normal life. We got such an opportunity recently when we went to Birmingham, Alabama to meet our newest
grandchild, Ada Lea Norman. She is beautiful. See Attachment Three . God is so good.
We have had several visitors stay with us in July and August including both our daughters and their families.
Lord willing our son and his family will visit us next month. Our oldest daughter and her two daughters took a
bus home from here to northern Virginia. We had to wait outside for the bus which was over an hour late. Of
course it rained on us. See Attachment Four. Such is life without a car and the use of inexpensive
alternatives.
We have done a few more touristy things since my last letter. We went to the island the Statue of Liberty is on.
We did not get to go into the Statue of Liberty. That requires reservations which were unavailable when we
decided to visit. We also went to Ellis Island in the same trip. We later went to the American Museum of Natural
History, Coney Island, the New York Aquarium, the High Line, and Chelsea Market. We also discovered very
scenic and inexpensive ferry rides on the East River and we took a ferry ride to Rockaway beach. It is hard to
imagine but if you like the shoreline there are some places of great natural beauty in New York City.
Setting up everything prior to every service still wears me out but I have been trying to arrive extra early so I
am not rushed and have a little time to relax. I have made initial inquiries with the hostel to see if they have any

space we might use for our children’s class. We currently curtain off a part of the room we have our adult class
in for that purpose. Acoustically it is anything but ideal. Hopefully something will come of this effort.
I am so pleased to announce that I had the privilege of baptizing a man named Mark Grieco into Christ since
my last report. See Attachment Five. He was referred to me by Chuck Bartlett, a faithful preacher who had
been studying with Mark online. To use a baseball analogy, my role was akin to a third base coach waving a
runner on who did not need to be told to run home. Because of Chuck’s teaching, Mark was ready to be saved
before I ever met him, but I was certainly honored to have a role in such a glorious outcome.
The hostel where we meet will not allow us to have a permanent outside signage telling people that we meet
there and when we do so, but they will let us post a temporary sign on the days we meet. I inquired about the
possibility of getting a banner for this purpose. Thankfully the husband of one of our members is in the
graphics business and made us one for this purpose. See Attachment Six.
I got a call from the preacher for the congregation in Toronto, Canada asking me to preach a gospel meeting
for them next year. I am really looking forward to my first international preaching effort.
I have had Bible discussions with several people on doctrinal matters such as evidences for faith,
institutionalism, miracles, church discipline, and the covering with generally good results. I have good
prospects for several more. We had a member come forward confessing sin and seeking prayers. Several
others have voiced an interest in placing membership with our congregation. We had several people over one
Sunday afternoon trying to use hospitality to strengthen the ties that bind us in Christ.
We had what they call here a men’s decision meeting, a.k.a. business meeting. The men here work well
together, but I am finding that it is hard to get together with them to make decisions. We do not have elders.
God’s plan is always the best plan.
I have had discussions with several people attempting to help them apply God’s doctrine to spiritual struggles
they are facing. For sake of confidentiality, I will not go into specifics but just know that I spend quite a bit of
time in such efforts. I will say this–in all issues of life Satan is always the problem and God is always the
solution. God’s solution is usually not difficult to understand. Getting people to do it is the challenge. It ought
not be this way. People keep trying to solve their problems their way and keep on getting the same
unsatisfactory results. Einstein aptly described this as insanity. Jesus calls us to come to our senses. Would
not love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control, properly
understood and applied, be good for whatever ails us?
We have a family of four–husband/father, wife/mother, son, and daughter–who came from Africa so the son,
who I believe is twelve, might receive cancer treatments. They are an inspiring family. The husband/father was
a medical doctor in Africa. He is trying to pass the medical exam here so he might provide for his family. The
wife/mother was an attorney in Africa but would have to go to law school here to practice law in America. They
have been fighting the son’s cancer for a couple of years now and have exhausted all their resources. They
are currently living in the Ronald McDonald house in Manhattan. They have finally found a chemotherapy that
seems to be effective on the son’s cancer, but given his weakened condition at this point it would destroy his
liver before it would destroy his cancer. So they desperately need prayers. They could also use financial
assistance. They are not the kind of people to ask for help, but they need it. If you would like to help them out
financially, contact me and I will give you the details of how to go about doing it.
Shawn Bain Of Somerset, Kentucky will be here next month for a gospel meeting. He is going to preach about
marriage. We look forward to him being with us.
We finally arranged for new health insurance. It was much easier than expected. We were able to get far better
coverage for about the same amount we had been paying.
I was thinking I was going to have to replace my second generation IPad, one that I am perfectly happy with,
because I could not find a replacement keyboard which Apple no longer makes. I finally found one on eBay
and I am so thankful I did since not long after I would have purchased a replacement iPad they announced
they were coming out with a new iPad.
I have received some very kind notes of encouragement from several of you. I cannot thank you enough.
Please know that such labors are not in vain but definitely worth the effort.
Well, I will sign off for now. If you have questions or need anything else from me, please just let me know. My
contact information is Tim Norman, 220 W. 98th St. Apt 9H, New York, NY 10025, tntnorman@sbcglobal.net.
In Him, Tim
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