August 15, 2019
Beloved brethren:
Greetings! I hope this finds everyone spiritually prospering. I cannot tell you how much Tammy and I appreciate
your support of me in this work. Please know that I take my responsibility very seriously and am trying very
hard to be the best preacher I can possibly be.
I am sorry for the delay in sending this report. I will try my best to not make it a habit. I assure you that I have
been very busy pursuing other aspects of my work as an evangelist. I will focus on June in this report. I will try
to send a report on July next week and then, Lord willing, we will be caught up.
Brethren, the fields here are ripe unto harvest. The potential is enormous. You don’t have to go looking for
prospects, they come to you! We saw a good jump in average Sunday/Tuesday (MIdweek) attendance from
from 65 on Sundays and 14 on Tuesdays (Midweek) in May to 74 on Sundays and 24 on Tuesdays (Midweek)
in June. If we will plant and water and not pull up or poison, God will definitely give the increase.
I am busier than I have ever been. I can understand why the congregation prefers to have two preachers
whenever possible. I have got to find a good balance between work and other responsibilities,
In June I preached the following sermons at Upper West Manhattan: “The Book Of Revelation;” “Dressing For
Spiritual Success;” “Pride & Humility;” “Between The Testaments;” and “Singing.” I make sermon outlines
available prior to every sermon so people can follow along with it if they desire and/or have it for later review.
This practice threw a couple of people early on, but given that English is the second language of several of our
members and for other reasons as well, I think this practice is becoming increasingly valued.
In June I began teaching the Sunday morning adult class on the Parables of Jesus. We had an introductory
lesson and then discussed the Parable of the Unjust Steward and the “Why Do Your Disciples Not Fast”
Parables.
In June I continued teaching the Tuesday night adult class (we have our midweek service on Tuesdays instead
of Wednesdays) on the Sermon on the Mount. We studied “Righteousness & Personal Relationships: Matthew
5:20-26;” “Looking To Lust: Matthew 5:27-30;” “Marriage, Divorce, & Remarriage: Matthew 5:31-32;” and “The
Truth About Lies: Matthew 5:33-37.”
I have really enjoyed teaching both classes. Studying the parables leads you to examine truths and their
applications in ways you get no other place. We must not neglect to study the parables of Jesus. I am taking
my time with our study of the Sermon on the Mount. It addresses so many topics with such depth that you can
easily afford to do so. Preparing and presenting these lessons is spurring spiritual growth in me like nothing
has in long time. Attendance for this class has increased considerably so I think other people are finding it to
be a blessing to them as well.
I prepare lesson sheets for both classes and try to have them available so our members can prepare in
advance for class. I would be happy to share them with anyone who would like to have them. I think the
lessons on the Sermon on the Mount might be particularly beneficial.
Whenever reasonably possible we livestream and archive all our sermons and classes on Facebook. You can
watch any of them at any time by visiting the Upper West Manhattan church of Christ Facebook page.
On Tuesday nights we meet for class at 7:30 p.m., but those who are interested meet at 7 p.m. to learn new
songs as well as to sing old favorite hymns.
In June we continued gathering on Saturdays at the hostel to pass out fliers inviting people to study the Bible.
We do this from 10:30 a.m. until noon. I have tried to improve the effectiveness of the fliers as we have gone
along. We had one man start attending with us in June as a direct result of these efforts–which of course
makes them all worthwhile. His enthusiasm for learning is inspiring. I hope we will soon be able to lead him to
salvation.
I put out a bulletin each week entitled, “The Manhattan Memo.” At someone’s suggestion I spent some time
attempting to make my old tried and true format even more eye appealing. My efforts have been well received.
See Attachment One for an example of the new format.
Over the last year I have gained a considerable amount of weight. To help arrest and reverse this trend I have
begun running again. I have lost a step or two in the last few years, so while I may not look good doing it,
running does make me feel better and I am glad to say I am now down 15-20 pounds.

One day in June I was going to run in Central Park and I asked my wife Tammy to hold my wallet because I
was afraid it would fall out of my pocket. She wanted me to have ID in case something happened to me, so I
went ahead and took it and guess what? If fell out. But I did not even know it until Tammy called saying
someone had found my wallet and had given it to a policeman who found her phone number in it and had
called her saying he had it. They arranged to meet and we had the wallet back before I had even finished my
run–and nothing was missing from the wallet! Contrary to what some people might think, there are good and
honest people in New York City.
I had been concerned about the spottiness of the attendance of some of our members and have tried to
encourage them to do better. Whenever people’s zeal is lagging, I ask them how much time they are spending
praying to God and reading His word. Guess what? The answer is almost always very little to none. Brethren, it
is so important for us to take the admonition of 2 Peter 1:2-11 to heart!
In previous support reports, I have talked about our Manhattan apartment. I thought you might like to see
where we are living so I have included pictures of our five rooms and hallway. See Attachment Two.
One our members was moving so we had a going away picnic for him at Central Park. The attendance was
good. We had a great time. See Attachment Three,
One of our members asked if Tammy and I would like to go with her to the evening services of the church in
Fairlawn, New Jersey. The town was only about ten miles from our apartment, but in places it looked like we
could have been in Arkansas. I cannot tell you how refreshing spaciousness is. We felt like we could breathe.
Tammy’s mother and sister came to visit us as did our dear friends Keith and Allison Baker. We enjoyed our
time together with them and did a lot of touristy things we had not done yet. See Attachment Three and
Attachment Four. These included taking the Staten Island Ferry, seeing the Statue of Liberty, visiting the
Brooklyn Botanical Gardens (my favorite–we went well past the peak and it was still stunning), going to the top
of the Empire State Building, and spending a day at the Bronx Zoo. We also got to see the high wire act that
was recently broadcast live on ABC.
Likely the most unforgettable thing we did along these lines was to be in the audience of Good Morning
America. While we got on national TV, the memorable thing involved the comedian hired to warm up the
audience and prepare us for the broadcast. For some reason he decided to pick on me mercilessly, so much it
even got George Stephanopoulos’ attention, but it was all in good fun. When we walked out of the building
where the show was taped someone yelled, “It’s Tim!” That was more or less predictable. What was really
funny was that a significant time later in a shopping center a significant distance away someone yelled the
same thing. Such was my 15 seconds of fame.
June was LGBT month and New York City was the worldwide headquarters for the planned activities. It was
not only amazing how many businesses took a stand in favor of the movement, but how proactively New York
City government promoted the cause. I saw things in Central Park I wish I could unsee. I understand how life in
Sodom vexed Lot’s soul. I have compassion for people caught up in such sins, but whether they know it or not
or will admit it or not, they desperately need Jesus.
We have really enjoyed spending time with Don and Cami Bunting. Don was the preacher for the Upper West
Manhattan congregation before me and he is still evangelizing in the area.
For reasons I will not go into, more of the burden of setting everything up prior to every service has fallen to
me. I am glad to do it, but you can end up sweating like crazy and getting worn out before you even start
teaching and preaching.
We had a man place membership with us in June. Lord willing, we look forward to a long and profitable
association with him
I spent quite a bit of time on the phone with a man who seemed genuinely interested in the truth, but who was
very reluctant to spend much time outside his apartment. Hopefully in time this will change.
I cannot tell you how much it means to me to be the beneficiary of your prayers an unexpected cards and other
tokens of encouragement. In a world of thoughtlessness such thoughtfulness is such an encouraging breath of
fresh air. Thank you so, so much.
Well, I will sign off for now. If you have questions or need anything else from me, just let me know. My contact
information is Tim Norman, 220 W. 98th St. Apt 9H, New York, NY 10025, tntnorman@sbcglobal.net.
In Him, Tim
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OUR WELCOME:
Thank you for visiting with us. You
are honored guests. Please fill out a
visitor’s card and put it in a collection
basket or give it to one of our
members. We hope you feel at home
and will return whenever possible. If
we can help meet your spiritual
needs, please let us know how.
WHEN WE MEET:
Sunday
Bible Classes
Worship
Tuesday
Bible Class

10:30 AM
11:30 AM
7:30 PM

WHERE WE MEET:
Soho Room, Hosteling International,
NYC, 891 Amsterdam Ave. At 103rd
St., New York, NY 10025
Go Through Double Doors By The
Front Desk And Continue Through
The Next Set Of Double Doors
LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE:
Sunday
Tuesday

66
27

OUR FREE RESOURCES:
Sermon outlines, class lessons,
visitor’s cards, bulletins, tracts, and
more are available on the table in
the southwest corner of this room.
Please take whatever you like.
OUR WEBSITE:
www.uwmchurchofchrist.org
OUR FACEBOOK PAGE:
Upper West Manhattan church Of Christ

OUR MINISTER:

Tim Norman
(501) 827-4787
tntnorman@sbcglobal.net
220 W. 98th St. Apt. 9H
New York, NY 10025

TODAY’S ORDER OF SERVICE:
Greeting & Announcements
Reading: Eph 5:18-19; Col 3:16
Opening: Two Songs, Prayer, Song
Sermon: SINGING
Communion: Song, Talk, Prayer,
Bread, Prayer, Cup, Prayer
Giving: Talk, Song During, Prayer
Invitation: Talk, Song
Closing: Remarks, Song, Prayer

NEWS & NOTES
✓ PLEASE ATTEND OUR BIBLE CLASSES! Thanks to all who do. Seeing new faces
is so encouraging. Please help us keep the momentum building–start attending
yourself!!!
• This morning Tim Norman will be teaching Lesson 3–The “Why Do Your
Disciples Not Fast?” Parables in our ongoing study of The Parables of Jesus.
A lesson sheet for today’s class is on the table.
• Tuesday evening at 7:30 p.m. Tim Norman will be teaching Lesson 19–Turning
The Other Cheek–Matt 5:38-42 in our ongoing study of The Sermon On The
Mount.
• Come early on Tuesday night and we will continue singing old favorites as well as
new hymns together! We usually start singing around 7:00 p.m.
✓ OUT OF TOWN: Bella De La Gia is in Paraguay. Emily Gillins is in China with the
New York Philharmonic Orchestra. Kevin Gillins and the children are visiting his
parents. The Cha family will be out of town for the entire month of July. Belinda and
the children will be in Texas. After visiting Texas, Chris will be working in China.
Juliet Gawe-Gaengan and Isabelle and Erica Nwegang will be leaving after worship
this morning for the New Jersey Florida College Camp. The Make A Wish Foundation
is sending the entire Ekanem family to Florida this Tuesday for a week at Disney
World.
✓ Tim and Tammy Norman are planning to be gone July 17-27 (Tammy July 17-31) to
visit with their newest granddaughter, Ada Lea Norman, in Birmingham, Alabama. In
Tim’s place Don Bunting will teach class and preach on Sunday, July 21 and Nathan
Giles will teach class on Tuesday, July 23.
✓ Weather permitting we will be PASSING OUT FLIERS around the Hostel this
Saturday from 10:30 a.m. until noon. Please join us if you can. You will be blessed
and a blessing. Thanks to all who have been helping us with this endeavor.
✓ REGARDING THE SICK:
• Akanimo Ekanem has been doing well in spite of the spread of his cancer.
Understandably, though, Idara is very worried and Inimfon is very disturbed.
Sunday asks us to pray that he might lovingly lead his family through this difficult
time, that his studies for the medical exam will be productive, and that his family’s
immigration issues will be favorably resolved.
• Justina Sutherland’s cousin, Frank Smith, is about the same. Please keep the
entire family in your prayers.
• John Tillman’s niece, Cheryl, was back in the hospital last week with breathing
problems. They ran tests. She is now back home.
CONTINUED ON THE BACK OF THIS SHEET
ASSIGNMENTS:
Announcements
Scripture Reading
Singing
Opening Prayer
Sermon
Communion
Collection
Assisting Comm & Coll
Closing Prayer

THIS WEEK 6/30
William
Thomas
Matthew
Anthony
Tim
Kevin
Ty
John & Ernesto
Trini

NEXT WEEK 7/7
William
john
Abraham
Ernesto
Tim
Anthony
Kevin
Thomas & Ulumide
Samuel

Attachment Two: Pictures Of A $4,100 A Month Pre-War Upper West
Manhattan Apartment
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