
James Lusby 
December 2017 Report 

 
During 2017 we added three new families to the work here and baptized three adults. 
  
The membership attendance on the Lord’s Day is now running in the middle thirties (we started with 
fifteen) and when we have visitors (which we seen to have almost every Sunday) it is up in the forties or 
in the summer sometimes fifties. In fact, the last Sunday of the year we had the largest attendance since 
Mardi and I started our work here. Our prayers are that 2018 will even be a better year for the Lord. 
  
We continue to have local visitors from time to time and we make it our aim to encourage and visit with 
each one of them. As a result, one of them is attending regularly.  
  
During 2017 our Bible Classes on Sunday and Wednesday were taken from different books of the Bible 
with special emphasis on growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord and were designed to bring 
about practical applications of that knowledge. Our goal is always to help brethren continue in their 
spiritual journey of service to the Lord.  
  
In the spring and the fall Mardi and I had Bible studies in our home on Tuesday and Thursday nights. The 
attendance was the best since we have been here. It is my belief that such studies are of great held in 
changing the attitudes of some from only thinking about “me” and becoming more concerned for the 
welfare of the church. We plan (the Lord willing) to continue with new studies in our home in 2018. 
  
During the first have of the year we had a very well attended gospel meeting with John Duvall of 
Oklahoma City. He did a very fine job in proclaiming the gospel of Christ.   
  
Also, in the Spring, we had our annual Friday night congregational singing with the building full and 
wonderful participation. What an uplifting service. Our plans are to do it again in the early spring of 
2018. 
  
On A Sad Note: One of the saddest days for the congregation during 2017 was when it became 
necessary to withdraw fellowship from a woman. Despite many meetings and repeated efforts by the 
Elders and members to get her to stop spreading false statements and evil surmisings against those who 
make up the congregation – she steadfastly refused to stop or repent.  Therefore, for the protection of 
the congregation and in an effort to save her soul, the only biblical recourse was to withdraw fellowship 
from her.  We continue to pray that before it is eternally too late, she will repent.  
  
Despite the above, all in all, the year was the most encouraging of the time that Mardi and I have 
worked with this group of Christians. Currently, the attitude of the congregation is very positive and 
things look very bright for 2018.  
  
Mardi and I very much appreciate your continued fellowship with us in the effort here in Van Buren. 
May our Lord bless you in your work for Him in the year 2018. 
  
Come and visit when you can – you will always be welcome. 
  
Brotherly, 
 
James Lusby 


