
Van Buren 2015 Year End Report 
 
The year 2015 resulted in three baptisms, four restorations, one family placing 
membership and two families having to move because of job relocation.  As a result, 
the attendance remains about the same as in 2014 – between twenty-eight to thirty-
two on the Lord’s Day. With membership fluctuating, sometimes you are growing just 
to stay the same. 
  
We have continued to have visitors on Sunday mornings that have given us contacts to 
visit and encourage. Some of them have been coming every Sunday since their first 
visit. They have come from varied backgrounds in their religious training and it is our 
hope that after studying with them we will be able to add them to our fellowship.  
 
We have also had another family visit with us twice during December. We will continue 
to work with them to see if they can be converted.    
 
On Sunday morning Bible Classes during the first eight months of the year we put 
special emphasis on spreading the gospel with a series of studies on Personal 
Evangelism.  Our goal was to help brethren be better able to visit and teach in the 
community.  
 
During the last quarter of the year our Bible Class studies have centered on the book 
by E. Glen Barnhart, “Attitudes and Reactions to Congregational Problems.”  It is my 
belief, from the troubles that many congregations are having, that this study is very 
much needed. The Lord willing, we will continue these studies during first half of 2016. 
 
We also have had studies (baptism, Holy Spirit, Godhead, etc.) on Tuesday and 
Thursday in our home during the spring and fall of the year with attendance averaging 
around ten to twelve. 
 
It has been an interesting year weather-wise for Van Buren. All previous records for 
rainfall were broken with the area receiving over eighty inches during the year. As a 
result we have experienced major flooding during the month of May and also 
December. 
 
The congregation’s meeting place received some water damage in the classrooms, 
auditorium, in the heating and cooling area and to the sign that required extensive 
repair. We were unable to meet in the building one week but we were able to meet in 
our home during that time. 
 



The only thing that has not been repaired is the sign. The wiring and other parts will 
have to be replaced.  We hope to be able to do this as soon parts can be located and 
funds are available. 
 
Two homes of brethren, which were flooded by the twenty-two inches of rain in May, 
were repaired.  They flooded again in December and they are waiting for repairs 
again. Hopefully those families will soon be back to normal.   
 
In spite of all the things that have happened the attitude of the brethren has been 
very good. We are at peace with a desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and savior Jesus Christ which is evident. 
 
Mardi and I appreciate very much your continued fellowship with us in the effort here 
in Van Buren. 
 
May our Lord bless you in your work for Him. 
 
Brotherly, 
James Lusby     
 
 


