
Lesson 9 

The Great Prostitute and the Beast 

Revelation 17:1  Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I 
will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters, 2  with whom the 
kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual immorality 
the dwellers on earth have become drunk.” 3  And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, 
and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven 
heads and ten horns. 4  The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and 
jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her 
sexual immorality. 5  And on her forehead was written a name of mystery: “Babylon the great, mother 
of prostitutes and of earth's abominations.” 6  And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the 
saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.  

When I saw her, I marveled greatly. 7  But the angel said to me, “Why do you marvel? I will tell you the 
mystery of the woman, and of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries her. 8  The beast 
that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to destruction. And 
the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of 
the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come. 9  This calls for a mind 
with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman is seated; 10  they are also 
seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he does come he 
must remain only a little while. 11  As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to 
the seven, and it goes to destruction. 12  And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not 
yet received royal power, but they are to receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the 
beast. 13  These are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast. 14  They 
will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, 
and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.”  

15  And the angel said to me, “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, are peoples and 
multitudes and nations and languages. 16  And the ten horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate 
the prostitute. They will make her desolate and naked, and devour her flesh and burn her up with 
fire, 17  for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind and handing 
over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 18  And the woman that you 
saw is the great city that has dominion over the kings of the earth.”  

The Fall of Babylon 

18:1  After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth 
was made bright with his glory. 2  And he called out with a mighty voice,  

“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every 
unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast.  

3  For all nations have drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, and the kings of the 
earth have committed immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have grown rich from the 
power of her luxurious living.”  

4  Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, 

 “Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues;  

5  for her sins are heaped high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities.  

6  Pay her back as she herself has paid back others, and repay her double for her deeds; mix a double 
portion for her in the cup she mixed.  

7  As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, so give her a like measure of torment and mourning, 
since in her heart she says, ‘I sit as a queen, I am no widow, and mourning I shall never see.’  

8  For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, death and mourning and famine, and she will 



be burned up with fire; for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.”  

9  And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her, will weep 
and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning. 10  They will stand far off, in fear of her 
torment, and say,  

“Alas! Alas! You great city, you mighty city, Babylon! For in a single hour your judgment has come.”  

11  And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo 
anymore, 12  cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all kinds of 
scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and 
marble, 13  cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, 
horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls.  

14  “The fruit for which your soul longed has gone from you, and all your delicacies and your splendors 
are lost to you, never to be found again!”  

15  The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her 
torment, weeping and mourning aloud,  

16  “Alas, alas, for the great city that was clothed in fine linen, in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, 
with jewels, and with pearls!  

17  For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste. 

” And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off 18  and 
cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning,  

“What city was like the great city?”  

19  And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out,  

“Alas, alas, for the great city where all who had ships at sea grew rich by her wealth! For in a single 
hour she has been laid waste.  

20  Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, for God has given judgment 
for you against her!”  

21  Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying,  

“So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, and will be found no more;  

22  and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters, will be heard in you no 
more, and a craftsman of any craft will be found in you no more, and the sound of the mill will be heard 
in you no more,  

23  and the light of a lamp will shine in you no more, and the voice of bridegroom and bride will be 
heard in you no more, for your merchants were the great ones of the earth, and all nations were 
deceived by your sorcery.  

24  And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who have been slain on earth.”  

The Utter Destruction of Babylon 

Jeremiah 51:1  Thus says the LORD: “Behold, I will stir up the spirit of a destroyer against Babylon, 
against the inhabitants of Leb-kamai,  

2  and I will send to Babylon winnowers, and they shall winnow her, and they shall empty her land, 
when they come against her from every side on the day of trouble.  

3  Let not the archer bend his bow, and let him not stand up in his armor. Spare not her young men; 
devote to destruction all her army.  

4  They shall fall down slain in the land of the Chaldeans, and wounded in her streets.  

5  For Israel and Judah have not been forsaken by their God, the LORD of hosts, but the land of the 
Chaldeans is full of guilt against the Holy One of Israel.  

6  “Flee from the midst of Babylon; let every one save his life! Be not cut off in her punishment, for this 



is the time of the LORD's vengeance, the repayment he is rendering her.  

 

61  And Jeremiah said to Seraiah: “When you come to Babylon, see that you read all these 
words, 62  and say, ‘O LORD, you have said concerning this place that you will cut it off, so that nothing 
shall dwell in it, neither man nor beast, and it shall be desolate forever.’ 63  When you finish reading 
this book, tie a stone to it and cast it into the midst of the Euphrates, 64  and say, ‘Thus shall Babylon 
sink, to rise no more, because of the disaster that I am bringing upon her, and they shall become 
exhausted.’”  

Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.  

Daniel's Vision Interpreted 

Daniel 7:19  “Then I desired to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was different from all the 
rest, exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth of iron and claws of bronze, and which devoured and broke 
in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet, 20  and about the ten horns that were on its head, 
and the other horn that came up and before which three of them fell, the horn that had eyes and a 
mouth that spoke great things, and that seemed greater than its companions. 21  As I looked, this horn 
made war with the saints and prevailed over them, 22  until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment 
was given for the saints of the Most High, and the time came when the saints possessed the kingdom.  

23  “Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall be 
different from all the kingdoms, and it shall devour the whole earth, and trample it down, and break it 
to pieces.  

24  As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise, and another shall arise after them; he 
shall be different from the former ones, and shall put down three kings.  

25  He shall speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and 
shall think to change the times and the law; and they shall be given into his hand for a time, times, and 
half a time.  

26  But the court shall sit in judgment, and his dominion shall be taken away, to be consumed and 
destroyed to the end.  

27  And the kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven 
shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; his kingdom shall be an everlasting 
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.’  

Prophecy Against Tyre 

Ezekiel 26:16  Then all the princes of the sea will step down from their thrones and remove their robes 
and strip off their embroidered garments. They will clothe themselves with trembling; they will sit on 
the ground and tremble every moment and be appalled at you. 17  And they will raise a lamentation 
over you and say to you,  

“‘How you have perished, you who were inhabited from the seas, O city renowned, who was mighty on 
the sea; she and her inhabitants imposed their terror on all her inhabitants!  

18  Now the coastlands tremble on the day of your fall, and the coastlands that are on the sea are 
dismayed at your passing.’  

 


