
Lesson 6 

The Woman and the Dragon 

Revelation 12:1  And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2  She was pregnant and was crying out in 
birth pains and the agony of giving birth. 3  And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red 
dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. 4  His tail swept down a 
third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who 
was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. 5  She gave birth to a male 
child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his 
throne, 6  and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which 
she is to be nourished for 1,260 days.  

Satan Thrown Down to Earth 

7  Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his 
angels fought back, 8  but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in 
heaven. 9  And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and 
Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown 
down with him. 10  And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has 
been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11  And they have conquered him 
by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto 
death. 12  Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, 
for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”  

13  And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who 
had given birth to the male child. 14  But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so that 
she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished for a time, 
and times, and half a time. 15  The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, 
to sweep her away with a flood. 16  But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened 
its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 17  Then the dragon 
became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who 
keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the 
sea.  

The First Beast 

13:1  And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its 
horns and blasphemous names on its heads. 2  And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet 
were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his 
throne and great authority. 3  One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound 
was healed, and the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. 4  And they worshiped the 
dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like 
the beast, and who can fight against it?”  

5  And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to 
exercise authority for forty-two months. 6  It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, 
blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7  Also it was allowed to 
make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe and people 
and language and nation, 8  and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not 
been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. 9  If 
anyone has an ear, let him hear:  

10  If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with 



the sword must he be slain.  

Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.  

The Second Beast 

11  Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a 
dragon. 12  It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its 
inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 13  It performs great signs, even 
making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, 14  and by the signs that it is allowed 
to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an 
image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15  And it was allowed to give 
breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause those 
who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain. 16  Also it causes all, both small and great, 
both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, 17  so that no 
one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its 
name. 18  This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, 
for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666.  

Daniel's Vision of the Four Beasts 

Daniel 7:1  In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions of his head 
as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of the matter. 2  Daniel declared, 
“I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great 
sea. 3  And four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. 4  The first was like a 
lion and had eagles' wings. Then as I looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the 
ground and made to stand on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was given to it. 5  And behold, 
another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on one side. It had three ribs in its mouth 
between its teeth; and it was told, ‘Arise, devour much flesh.’ 6  After this I looked, and behold, 
another, like a leopard, with four wings of a bird on its back. And the beast had four heads, and 
dominion was given to it. 7  After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying 
and dreadful and exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces and 
stamped what was left with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had 
ten horns. 8  I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them another horn, a little one, 
before which three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes 
like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things.  

The Ancient of Days Reigns 

9  “As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his clothing was white as 
snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning 
fire. 10  A stream of fire issued and came out from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and 
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment, and the books were 
opened.  

11  “I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And as I looked, 
the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. 12  As for the rest of 
the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.  

The Son of Man Is Given Dominion 

13  “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, 
and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14  And to him was given dominion 
and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.  

 



Daniel's Vision Interpreted 

15  “As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me was anxious, and the visions of my head alarmed me. 16  I 
approached one of those who stood there and asked him the truth concerning all this. So he told me 
and made known to me the interpretation of the things. 17  ‘These four great beasts are four kings who 
shall arise out of the earth. 18  But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess 
the kingdom forever, forever and ever.’  

19  “Then I desired to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was different from all the rest, 
exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth of iron and claws of bronze, and which devoured and broke in 
pieces and stamped what was left with its feet, 20  and about the ten horns that were on its head, and 
the other horn that came up and before which three of them fell, the horn that had eyes and a mouth 
that spoke great things, and that seemed greater than its companions. 21  As I looked, this horn made 
war with the saints and prevailed over them, 22  until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was 
given for the saints of the Most High, and the time came when the saints possessed the kingdom.  

23  “Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall be 
different from all the kingdoms, and it shall devour the whole earth, and trample it down, and break it 
to pieces.  

24  As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise, and another shall arise after them; he 
shall be different from the former ones, and shall put down three kings.  

25  He shall speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and 
shall think to change the times and the law; and they shall be given into his hand for a time, times, and 
half a time.  

26  But the court shall sit in judgment, and his dominion shall be taken away, to be consumed and 
destroyed to the end.  

27  And the kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven 
shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; his kingdom shall be an everlasting 
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.’  

 


