
Lesson 5 

The Seventh Seal and the Golden Censer 

Revelation 8:1  When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an 
hour. 2  Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to 
them. 3  And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he was given much 
incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne, 4  and the 
smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel.  

Rev 8:5  Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, 
and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.  

The Seven Trumpets 

6  Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to blow them.  

7  The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed with blood, and these were 
thrown upon the earth. And a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned 
up, and all green grass was burned up.  

8  The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with fire, was 
thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. 9  A third of the living creatures in the sea 
died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.  

10  The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, and it fell 
on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. 11  The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of 
the waters became wormwood, and many people died from the water, because it had been made 
bitter.  

12  The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the moon, and a 
third of the stars, so that a third of their light might be darkened, and a third of the day might be kept 
from shining, and likewise a third of the night.  

13  Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew directly overhead, “Woe, woe, 
woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets that the three angels are about 
to blow!”  

 

9:1  And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was given 
the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. 2  He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the 
shaft rose smoke like the smoke of a great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened with the 
smoke from the shaft. 3  Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they were given power 
like the power of scorpions of the earth. 4  They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any 
green plant or any tree, but only those people who do not have the seal of God on their 
foreheads. 5  They were allowed to torment them for five months, but not to kill them, and their 
torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings someone. 6  And in those days people will 
seek death and will not find it. They will long to die, but death will flee from them.  

7  In appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: on their heads were what looked like 
crowns of gold; their faces were like human faces, 8  their hair like women's hair, and their teeth like 
lions' teeth; 9  they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the noise of their wings was like the 
noise of many chariots with horses rushing into battle. 10  They have tails and stings like scorpions, 
and their power to hurt people for five months is in their tails. 11  They have as king over them the 
angel of the bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called Apollyon.  

12  The first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still to come.  

13  Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar 
before God, 14  saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound 



at the great river Euphrates.” 15  So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour, the day, the 
month, and the year, were released to kill a third of mankind. 16  The number of mounted troops was 
twice ten thousand times ten thousand; I heard their number. 17  And this is how I saw the horses in 
my vision and those who rode them: they wore breastplates the color of fire and of sapphire and of 
sulfur, and the heads of the horses were like lions' heads, and fire and smoke and sulfur came out of 
their mouths. 18  By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed, by the fire and smoke and 
sulfur coming out of their mouths. 19  For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails, 
for their tails are like serpents with heads, and by means of them they wound.  

20  The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their 
hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and wood, 
which cannot see or hear or walk, 21  nor did they repent of their murders or their sorceries or their 
sexual immorality or their thefts.  

The Angel and the Little Scroll 

10:1  Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow 
over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. 2  He had a little scroll open 
in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land, 3  and called out with a 
loud voice, like a lion roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders sounded. 4  And when the seven 
thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up what the 
seven thunders have said, and do not write it down.” 5  And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea 
and on the land raised his right hand to heaven 6  and swore by him who lives forever and ever, who 
created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there 
would be no more delay, 7  but that in the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, 
the mystery of God would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.  

8  Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the scroll that is 
open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 9  So I went to the angel and 
told him to give me the little scroll. And he said to me, “Take and eat it; it will make your stomach 
bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.” 10  And I took the little scroll from the hand of the 
angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was made 
bitter. 11  And I was told, “You must again prophesy about many peoples and nations and languages 
and kings.”  

The Two Witnesses 

11:1  Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Rise and measure the temple of 
God and the altar and those who worship there, 2  but do not measure the court outside the temple; 
leave that out, for it is given over to the nations, and they will trample the holy city for forty-two 
months. 3  And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, 
clothed in sackcloth.”  

4  These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 5  And 
if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes. If anyone would 
harm them, this is how he is doomed to be killed. 6  They have the power to shut the sky, that no rain 
may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have power over the waters to turn them into 
blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire. 7  And when they have 
finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will make war on them and 
conquer them and kill them, 8  and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city that 
symbolically is called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. 9  For three and a half days 
some from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze at their dead bodies and refuse 
to let them be placed in a tomb, 10  and those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them and make 
merry and exchange presents, because these two prophets had been a torment to those who dwell on 
the earth. 11  But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood 



up on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. 12  Then they heard a loud voice from 
heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies 
watched them. 13  And at that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. Seven 
thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of 
heaven.  

14  The second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to come.  

The Seventh Trumpet 

11:15  Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The 
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever 
and ever.” 16  And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and 
worshiped God, 17  saying,  

 

“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your great power 
and begun to reign. 18  The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the dead to be 
judged, and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear your name, both 
small and great, and for destroying the destroyers of the earth.”  

 

19  Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his temple. 
There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.  

The First Plague: Water Turned to Blood 

Exodus 7:14  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh's heart is hardened; he refuses to let the people 
go. 15  Go to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to the water. Stand on the bank of the Nile to 
meet him, and take in your hand the staff that turned into a serpent. 16  And you shall say to him, ‘The 
LORD, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you, saying, “Let my people go, that they may serve me in 
the wilderness.” But so far, you have not obeyed. 17  Thus says the LORD, “By this you shall know that I 
am the LORD: behold, with the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water that is in the Nile, and it 
shall turn into blood. 18  The fish in the Nile shall die, and the Nile will stink, and the Egyptians will 
grow weary of drinking water from the Nile.”’” 19  And the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take 
your staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt, over their rivers, their canals, and their 
ponds, and all their pools of water, so that they may become blood, and there shall be blood 
throughout all the land of Egypt, even in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.’”  

20  Moses and Aaron did as the LORD commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his 
servants he lifted up the staff and struck the water in the Nile, and all the water in the Nile turned into 
blood. 21  And the fish in the Nile died, and the Nile stank, so that the Egyptians could not drink water 
from the Nile. There was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 22  But the magicians of Egypt did the 
same by their secret arts. So Pharaoh's heart remained hardened, and he would not listen to them, as 
the LORD had said. 23  Pharaoh turned and went into his house, and he did not take even this to 
heart. 24  And all the Egyptians dug along the Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink the 
water of the Nile.  

The Seventh Plague: Hail 

Exodus 9:13  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself before 
Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they 
may serve me. 14  For this time I will send all my plagues on you yourself, and on your servants and 
your people, so that you may know that there is none like me in all the earth. 15  For by now I could 
have put out my hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, and you would have been cut 
off from the earth. 16  But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my 
name may be proclaimed in all the earth. 17  You are still exalting yourself against my people and will 



not let them go. 18  Behold, about this time tomorrow I will cause very heavy hail to fall, such as never 
has been in Egypt from the day it was founded until now. 19  Now therefore send, get your livestock 
and all that you have in the field into safe shelter, for every man and beast that is in the field and is not 
brought home will die when the hail falls on them.”’” 20  Then whoever feared the word of the LORD 
among the servants of Pharaoh hurried his slaves and his livestock into the houses, 21  but whoever 
did not pay attention to the word of the LORD left his slaves and his livestock in the field.  

22  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, so that there may be hail in 
all the land of Egypt, on man and beast and every plant of the field, in the land of Egypt.” 23  Then 
Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to 
the earth. And the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 24  There was hail and fire flashing 
continually in the midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such as had never been in all the land of Egypt 
since it became a nation. 25  The hail struck down everything that was in the field in all the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail struck down every plant of the field and broke every tree of 
the field. 26  Only in the land of Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail.  

The Eighth Plague: Locusts 

Exodus 10:12  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt for the 
locusts, so that they may come upon the land of Egypt and eat every plant in the land, all that the hail 
has left.” 13  So Moses stretched out his staff over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east 
wind upon the land all that day and all that night. When it was morning, the east wind had brought the 
locusts. 14  The locusts came up over all the land of Egypt and settled on the whole country of Egypt, 
such a dense swarm of locusts as had never been before, nor ever will be again. 15  They covered the 
face of the whole land, so that the land was darkened, and they ate all the plants in the land and all the 
fruit of the trees that the hail had left. Not a green thing remained, neither tree nor plant of the field, 
through all the land of Egypt.  

The Ninth Plague: Darkness 

Exodus 10:21  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be 
darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” 22  So Moses stretched out his hand toward 
heaven, and there was pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt three days. 23  They did not see one 
another, nor did anyone rise from his place for three days, but all the people of Israel had light where 
they lived.  

An Invasion of Locusts 

Joel 1:2  Hear this, you elders; give ear, all inhabitants of the land! Has such a thing happened in your 
days, or in the days of your fathers? 3  Tell your children of it, and let your children tell their children, 
and their children to another generation.  

4  What the cutting locust left, the swarming locust has eaten. What the swarming locust left, the 
hopping locust has eaten, and what the hopping locust left, the destroying locust has eaten.  

5  Awake, you drunkards, and weep, and wail, all you drinkers of wine, because of the sweet wine, for 
it is cut off from your mouth. 6  For a nation has come up against my land, powerful and beyond 
number; its teeth are lions' teeth, and it has the fangs of a lioness. 7  It has laid waste my vine and 
splintered my fig tree; it has stripped off their bark and thrown it down; their branches are made 
white.  

8  Lament like a virgin wearing sackcloth for the bridegroom of her youth. 9  The grain offering and the 
drink offering are cut off from the house of the LORD. The priests mourn, the ministers of the 
LORD. 10  The fields are destroyed, the ground mourns, because the grain is destroyed, the wine dries 
up, the oil languishes.  

Ezekiel's Call 



Ezekiel 2:8  “But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like that rebellious house; 
open your mouth and eat what I give you.” 9  And when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to 
me, and behold, a scroll of a book was in it. 10  And he spread it before me. And it had writing on the 
front and on the back, and there were written on it words of lamentation and mourning and 
woe.  3:1  And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you find here. Eat this scroll, and go, speak to 
the house of Israel.” 2  So I opened my mouth, and he gave me this scroll to eat. 3  And he said to me, 
“Son of man, feed your belly with this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I ate it, 
and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey.  

A Vision of a Golden Lampstand 

Zechariah 4:1  And the angel who talked with me came again and woke me, like a man who is 
awakened out of his sleep. 2  And he said to me, “What do you see?” I said, “I see, and behold, a 
lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the top of it, and seven lamps on it, with seven lips on each of the 
lamps that are on the top of it. 3  And there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and 
the other on its left.” 4  And I said to the angel who talked with me, “What are these, my lord?” 5  Then 
the angel who talked with me answered and said to me, “Do you not know what these are?” I said, “No, 
my lord.” 6  Then he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD of hosts. 7  Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel 
you shall become a plain. And he shall bring forward the top stone amid shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!’”  

8  Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 9  “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 
foundation of this house; his hands shall also complete it. Then you will know that the LORD of hosts 
has sent me to you. 10  For whoever has despised the day of small things shall rejoice, and shall see the 
plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel.  

“These seven are the eyes of the LORD, which range through the whole earth.” 11  Then I said to him, 
“What are these two olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?” 12  And a second time I 
answered and said to him, “What are these two branches of the olive trees, which are beside the two 
golden pipes from which the golden oil is poured out?” 13  He said to me, “Do you not know what these 
are?” I said, “No, my lord.” 14  Then he said, “These are the two anointed ones who stand by the Lord of 
the whole earth.”  

The Time of the End 

Daniel 12:7  And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream; he raised 
his right hand and his left hand toward heaven and swore by him who lives forever that it would be for 
a time, times, and half a time, and that when the shattering of the power of the holy people comes to an 
end all these things would be finished.  

Vision of the New Temple 

Ezekiel 40:2  In visions of God he brought me to the land of Israel, and set me down on a very high 
mountain, on which was a structure like a city to the south. 3  When he brought me there, behold, 
there was a man whose appearance was like bronze, with a linen cord and a measuring reed in his 
hand. And he was standing in the gateway. 4  And the man said to me, “Son of man, look with your 
eyes, and hear with your ears, and set your heart upon all that I shall show you, for you were brought 
here in order that I might show it to you. Declare all that you see to the house of Israel.”  

The East Gate to the Outer Court 

5  And behold, there was a wall all around the outside of the temple area, and the length of the 
measuring reed in the man's hand was six long cubits, each being a cubit and a handbreadth in length. 
So he measured the thickness of the wall, one reed; and the height, one reed.  

 


