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WAITING ON THE LORD 
  
We trust in the Lord, knowing that He knows what is best. He has proven His love for us in the gift of His 
Son…while we were His enemies! He has all knowledge and wisdom, so we trust in His work and His 
timing for what is best in any situation. 
  
The COVID-19 episode has turned the world upside-down in many ways, but we remember that God is 
greater. Our activities were curtailed significantly since my last report, but there is news to discuss, 
especially concerning the church the last few weeks. Our activity is starting to return to pre-virus norms. 
I appreciate your prayers and support during these challenging times. May the Lord bless your 
steadfastness in His will. 
  
BENTON 
  
March 12, 2020 was the day when everything changed for us because of COVID-19 entering the state of 
Arkansas. I went to The Manor (an assisted living home literally around the corner from my house) 
where I had made great progress in two studies per week with a growing number of residents there. 
When I arrived for the study, I learned that the governor had just closed all nursing homes and similar 
places from all outside visitors (this is still in effect). On the next day, Jason, one of the members at 
Highway 5, had to be tested and quarantined fourteen days or until the results came back negative. He 
had been at Bible class that Wednesday evening, so all we who were exposed to him had to limit our 
contact with others until he got the all-clear. By the time he received the test result of negative, the 
governor had pretty well shut everything down.  
  
The last normal Sunday was March 22. Instead of cancelling services on Sundays (we didn’t want to 
close the doors to anyone, and we did not have streaming capabilities at the building like many churches 
were doing), we respected the governor’s ten-people-or-less rule for assembling. A sizeable number of 
the congregation were self-quarantined, so we calculated that we needed three worship periods spaced 
far enough apart in the day. We scheduled some to worship at 9am, others at 11am, and the rest at 
4pm. Everyone had a choice on when to meet, but everyone knew when everyone else was meeting so 
that we did not exceed the ten-person limit (with the exception of a whole household counting as one 
potential source of virus just as a single person from a separate residence would be an equally potential 
source). In conversations I had with people for the last several weeks, I’ve had the opportunity to tell 
people (usually at the check-out line in stores) what we did as a congregation, and they all were 
impressed by our efforts to keep worshipping during the restrictions. It was the best way for us to 
facilitate edification within the guidelines of the CDC and the state government. I preached at 9 and 4, 
while Herb M. preached at 11. We both were preaching from Hebrews. Each assembly had a different 
song leader and a different person presiding at the Lord’s table. 
  
The blessing of this arrangement was that men who did not previously participate much in public 
worship now had the opportunity to start doing more. Scripture readings for the young men become a 
much-anticipated part of the 9am service where they read and then gave a short statement about why 
they selected the passages and what it meant for them. Those comments were instructive, edifying, and 
effective in bringing everyone together in heart. They also directed the Lord’s Supper with scripture 
reading and comments about the sacrifice of Jesus. Ken had always offered thoughtful prayers for the 
bread and the fruit of the vine; it was good to hear him preside at the table. His sons have also stepped 
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up and done wonderfully. There was the additional challenge of preparing and serving the Lord’s Supper 
in a way that conformed with state health guidelines which could have been a distraction for anyone 
serving, especially for those who were not used to serving before. All those who have done so at Hwy. 5 
for the first have done very well. 
  
When the government expanded the assembly limitations from ten to fifty (while still respecting the six 
feet social distance standard and wearing masks became a requirement for indoor gatherings), we 
combined the 9am and 11am times and returned to the normal 10am time for worship. I was still 
preaching the same sermon twice, and more people gradually left an absolute quarantine and began 
attending. We will probably maintain this arrangement until we no longer have to maintain social 
distancing of six feet from other households. I am thankful to God that our governor made his decision 
not to forbid worship assemblies based on the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. 
  
Since Bible classes in classrooms are not permitted under the current guidelines, we are using 
Wednesday evenings to edify each other with songs and scripture reading. This has been another 
opportunity for brethren to grow in their ability to lead in worship and for everyone to encourage each 
other in the middle of the week as well as in the Lord’s Day assemblies. 
  
The number of home studies has also begun to resume, and a couple of new ones started. Freddie has 
not been available for Bible study as I had hoped he would have according to his word. Beside those at 
The Manor, some others are quarantined so that I cannot study with them at this time. It was a long, 
difficult road requiring a lot of patience for me to build up the studies at The Manor. It will be like 
starting all over again when I will have the opportunity to go there again, which is not until August at the 
earliest. 
  
Mae suffered a fall, and I had to take her to the emergency room. She had to be transferred to another 
hospital, where she stayed in ICU for 15 days because of bleeding in the brain. After transferring to 
rehab, she had another bleeding episode in another part of her body and spent another week in ICU 
after nearly dying. Her mental function, speaking, and memory have all been affected from the brain 
hemorrhage, but she is improving slowly but surely. I have to feed her cat twice a day and check her 
mail. Little chores such as these would be more difficult if I was still on my regular Bible study schedule 
with others. I’ve had some intermittent studies with others (several lengthy ones over the phone with 
several people); a couple of studies continued after my own personal 14-day quarantine for the second 
half of March, and others have resumed in April and May. I am currently studying with Mildred P. 
(Genesis), the Phillips family (2 Kings), Thursday morning at Hwy. 5 (Hebrews), the Dickersons 
(Proverbs), Jason C. (Christian Living), and Jesse C. (First Principles). 
  
With less studies, I was able to help Don McClain with the radio program every day except when Bruce 
Reeves and Sean Cavender meet with Don to prepare for Bruce’s upcoming debate on the A.D. 70 
doctrine that teaches that all the prophecies and promises in scripture were fulfilled when Rome 
destroyed Jerusalem in A.D. 70.  It is a very dangerous doctrine that destroys faith, saying that the 
resurrection is already past (see 2 Timothy 2:16-18). Actually, the 65th Street church ended the radio 
program in May; the lessons online are now scheduled for Monday, Wednesday, and Friday each week 
at 3pm on You Tube or Facebook Live.  
  
FELLOW WORKERS 
  



James Hamilton 
March/April/May 2020 Report 

Seth Barger and Nathan Barger are cousins that both attend the congregation that meets at 7115 West 
65thStreet in Little Rock, AR. Seth and Nathan both come from a great family tradition of evangelistic 
living exemplified by their fathers Boyce and Byron, respectively, who had learned from their parents 
Irwin and Mildred Barger. I have always admired the Barger family for their evangelistic zeal. 
  
I had the opportunity to talk to Nathan’s business partner Randy F. a couple of times recently. Seth 
started teaching Jesse C., someone in connection with his work. Seth has also started working with 
Nathan for extra work. I have started to help Seth with teaching Jessie C. Nathan has come to fix my AC 
several times, and we always wind up talking for at least an hour extra. Seth and I have also had long 
and deep conversations over the years. Both Seth and Nathan have been a good source of edification by 
thought, word, and example. 
  
I am thankful to God for you and your encouragement and fellowship in the gospel through your 
encouragement and support and prayers. May the Lord give us all the wisdom and strength we need to 
get through these challenging times for the church, the country, and the world. I will close with the 
words that we have on our sign from Psalm 46 while we are under our declaration of emergency: “God 
is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble. Therefore we will not fear,” and, “Be 
still, and know that I am God.”  
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