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STRENGTH TO ENDURE FOR THE LORD 
  
We rejoice in the Lord, because the joy of the Lord is our strength (Nehemiah 8:10). He strengthens us 
through our knowledge of His will which we apply to our lives to fully please Him and fruitful in every 
good work, thus increasing our experiential knowledge of God. This strong relationship is the spiritual 
strength that enables us to endure rejection, tribulations, physical weaknesses, and perplexities with 
faith, patience and even joy (Colossians 1:9-11). This is how the power of Christ works in us today, not 
by miracles as performed by the apostles and others upon whom they laid their hands. 
  
Please pray for us to be steadfast and endure hardship so that glorify God, so that we hold firm unto the 
end and receive the promised reward, so that our labor of love will not become a weary burden to bear. 
I thank God that you are a source of the Lord’s strength for us. 
  
BENTON 
  
We have endured a lot of sickness. Somethings has been going around that people cannot easily get 
over. This seems to have hit our younger families more than most of the older members. Our 
attendance has been down into the 30’s. The good news is that those who previously had serious 
illnesses have improved. Mae L. is doing much better, and Ruby H. has been able to return after being 
shut in for over a year! Everyone is delighted and encouraged by her faith and determination to 
overcome many physical obstacles to be able to be with us on Sunday mornings. Our fellowship and 
contribution has increased over the past year. 
  
The Soliday’s have been a very positive addition to our membership, though the elder Soliday’s have 
suffered some serious health issues recently. They are a good stabilizing influence. Their son Shannon is 
eager and able to help out with anything that needs to be done. He is a good example for the men his 
age and younger. 
  
I have rearranged my weekly schedule to study more with the people at The Manor. This has resulted in 
discussing more with several other people recently. The trade-off is that I no longer can help Don 
McClain with the 65th Street church’s radio program on Thursdays, so I go on Mondays when he needs 
me. I have studied with Dale J. several times individually; he is the teacher for the Thursday Bible class at 
The Manor. Jack B. is still a regular student for me; Herman H. has come less frequently recently. Two 
new prospects, Betty W. and Mary Jo G., are new to The Manor. Marvin S. no longer wants to study 
after a had a couple of studies with him. Bob G. has been someone who has tried to take over the 
Thursday class and has overwhelmed Dale, so I am going to help people to get back to using the Bible 
only instead of bringing in a lot of human opinions. Mary K. passed away, and the O’Briens have moved 
out. Pat was another who could clash with others, but his wife was Sue was very sharp and helpful to 
the group with her comments when they were there. 
  
I have renewed my studies with the Dickerson family. It is going well. Though several of my classes were 
cancelled between Thanksgiving and New Year’s, I have picked up a couple of new opportunities for 
study in 2020, the Pulleys and Tracy J. 
  
At this time, my regular weekly studies are: Mildred P. (Genesis), Mae L. (Life of Christ), Ruby H. and her 
son Roy N. (Romans), Scott N. (Exodus), the Phillips family (2 Kings), Rhonda J. (Hebrews), Joyce and 
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Darryl M. (Acts), The Manor (Mark on Monday and Romans on Thursday), Thursday morning at Hwy. 5 
(Hebrews), and the Dickersons (1 Kings).  
  
Besides the home studies listed above, my weekly work includes personal visitation, two sermons, 
teaching Psalms to the adult Bible class, writing bulletin articles, and working with Don McClain on the 
radio program of the 65th St. church in Little Rock two days per week. 
  
FELLOW WORKERS 
  
Dan and Tami Peters did a good work in Constanta, Romania. The congregation is much more stable, 
and Ion Cristescu is now the regular preacher there. That is what has been most needed in all the 
churches in Romania. Still, the Romanian brethren want us to go over there. If the Lord wills, Ellen and I 
plan to go for the month of April.  
  
We have also reconnected with Marcella, one of the Christians from Constanta who is now working in 
Italy north of Rome. She found the radio program Searching for the Truth online. We are working to put 
her in contact with the Christians closest to where she lives, and we hope to stop by to see her for a day 
or two before going on to Romania for the brethren there.  
  
Pray for the brethren in these places where encouragement and fellowship are in much shorter supply 
than the abundance of spiritual opportunities and resources that we have and enjoy but don’t often 
appreciate them as much as we should. 
  
The last couple of trips have been very helpful to the church in Constanta, and we hope that the Lord 
would use us in an effective way in Romania this time as well. Anything contributed toward helping us 
go would be much appreciated by us, by the Romanians, and, I trust, especially by the Lord. 
  
Also, please pray for us. I thank God for your love for the truth and zeal to sow righteousness near and 
far. Your support, encouragement, and fellowship are wonderful blessings that I treasure. May the Lord 
continue to bless you richly in this new year of 2020. 
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