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STRIVING TO BE STEADFAST 
  
We praise the Lord for His grace and mercy to make the greatest sacrifice possible so that we could 
become His holy people. The Lord, Who has begun a a good work in you, will continue working in you 
until you are complete in Him when Jesus returns. It is my aim, similar to Paul’s mission, to present 
every man perfect in Christ (Colossians 1:28). This means seeking the lost so that they can hear the 
gospel and be baptized into Christ and then edifying them to grow more like Christ each day. Of course, I 
need to make sure that I am doing the same thing for myself as well. 
  
My focus in preaching this year is to use the book of Hebrews in order to motivate us to remain faithful 
to the Lord. It is sad to see many places where the churches are shrinking and no longer meeting in 
some places. It is our desire to glorify God and let our light shine in Saline County and influence as many 
people in a positive way as the Lord enables us to reach by example and by evangelism. Thank you for 
making it possible to work full-time to fulfill this purpose of the Lord. 
  
BENTON 
 
Our attendance has increased from 40 to the mid-40’s on Sunday mornings, and some evening services 
have improved. However, too many Wednesday and Sunday evenings have been sparse. 
  
Because of weather and illness, I had fewer studies during the last couple of months. However, we did 
have a greater variety of people because of our outreach efforts. Katie C., Freddie H., and Roy N. have 
been semi-regular in my studies with Ruby H. James N. and Dawn W. no longer are involved in study. 
  
At Jack B.’s suggestion, the study at The Manor has been moved to Monday evenings. This has helped us 
reach several new people. In my last report, I mentioned Sarah S., Elaine W., and Marshall R. as new 
contacts. Some others have joined in since we moved our study to Monday evenings: Gary H., Pat and 
Mary G., Dale J., and Winnie R. These are very interested, and the enthusiasm for the study has been a 
huge plus. 
 
I met some very nice people that opened a new pizza place in Salem (a neighborhood just north of 
Benton). Val has only been in America one year, but her English is very good. She is from Kosovo. 
Though Kosovo is mostly Muslim, Val has studied the Bible. We have talked about spiritual things, and 
the door is open for more discussion. I have acquainted with Leo, the owner, his wife Bella, and one of 
the workers. Leo lived in N.Y. making pizzas for 13 years before moving to Arkansas. 
 
My regular weekly studies are: Mildred P. (Acts), Ruby H. and her son Roy N. (Romans), Scott N. 
(Genesis), the Phillips family (Old Testament), the Dickerson family (Old Testament), Rhonda J. (The 
Church), Joyce and Darryl M. (Acts), The Manor (Mark) and Thursday morning at Hwy. 5 (Hebrews). 
  
Besides the home studies listed above, my weekly work includes personal visitation, two sermons, 
teaching Psalms to the adult Bible class, writing bulletin articles, and working with Don McClain on the 
radio program of the 65th St. church in Little Rock two days per week. 
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Thanks to everyone who has sent notes, prayed, spoken words of encouragement as well as those 
brethren who support me so that I am free to seek and save the lost and edify the saved. Most of all, I 
thank God for using you to encourage me. Remember us in your prayers. May the Lord bless your efforts 
to glorify Him.  
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