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REACHING OUT IN 2019 
  
In His wisdom in creation, God has given the laws of harvest. These principles work with God’s work of 
evangelism just as they work with agriculture. We are seeking to give people an opportunity to hear the 
gospel. To do this, we need to contact people we have not yet taught the gospel. Paul made it his aim to 
preach where the gospel had not been preached before (Romans 15:20-21). Paul compared his teaching 
of the Corinthians as planting while everyone else who preached in Corinth had watered (1 Cor. 3:5-7). 
Many taught the Corinthians after they learned the truth from Paul (1 Cor. 4:15). We need to 
consciously talk to those who we have not yet taught. If we sow sparingly, then we will reap sparingly (2 
Cor. 9:6). If we focus only on teaching those who have already heard (watering), then are not sowing, 
which means that there will be no reaping! God wants us to sow as well as water, so I want to reach to 
more people in 2019. It is exciting to teach those who hear the gospel for the first time, especially when 
they receive it with gladness. But we must seek in order to find (Matthew 7:7 ). 
  
BENTON 
  
We are averaging 40 on Sunday mornings, but some Wednesday and Sunday evenings have been slim. 
We meet on Sunday afternoons at 4pm now, and this helps some older people who cannot drive at 
night. Some of the younger people have to work in the late afternoon and evenings. The last two 
Wednesday evenings have been better attended.  
  
In January, I spent much time talking to family members planning a memorial service for Michael Joe. 
This gave me an opportunity to share the gospel with family members and comfort them concerning 
Michael Joe’s genuine conversion, and also to explain what the church stands for. Between these 
conversations and the funeral, the family members had opportunities to hear the simple gospel in its 
fullness. I also found out that Michael Joe had been very busy talking to his friends and relatives about 
his obedience to the gospel, just as Paul said about the faith of the Thessalonians went out before them 
so Paul did not need to say anything (1 Thess. 1:8-10).  
  
Another update concerns Marietta’s brother in the flesh Delbert (our recent brother in the Lord). 
Delbert passed away in January. Marietta had to deal with many family issues because of her faith and 
positive influence on Delbert; others in the family tried to cause a lot of problems for Marietta and 
Delbert. There were many parallels between Delbert and Michael Joe. Their conversions and very brief 
time as Christians make me think of Jude 22-23, “Have mercy on some who are doubting; save others, 
snatching them out of fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the 
flesh.” How many more are there on the verge of dying who need to hear the gospel? 
  
Several new contacts were made from home studies in January and especially February. We have had 
several visitors at the Hicks’ study recently. Freddy H., who come with Michael Joe before, was there 
recently; Katie C. and Dawn W., and James N. have also been there since my last report. Jack B. is the 
only consistent student at the Manor, but he tries to get other people to come. They include: Marshall 
R., Elaine W., Sarah S. I visit with a couple of others there and hope that they may come to the study 
sometime. Jack suggested making the study later in the day as a better time for most of the people that 
he talks to, so we will try Monday evenings next month. After Frank and I talked with Betty G., she has 
decided to try to make it to Sunday afternoon services. She is 91, and her arthritis makes it difficult to 
get out in time for our meetings in the morning. I met some very nice people that opened a new pizza 
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place in Salem. Val has only been in America one year, but her English is very good. She is from Kosovo. 
We have talked about spiritual things, and the door is open for more discussion. 
  
My regular weekly studies are: Mildred P. (Acts), Ruby H. and her son Roy N. (Acts), Scott N. (Genesis), 
the Phillips family (Old Testament), the Dickerson family (Old Testament), Rhonda J. (The Church), Bunny 
T. (Proverbs), Joyce and Darryl M. (Matthew), The Manor (Matthew) and Thursday morning at Hwy. 5 
(Hebrews).  
  
Besides the home studies listed above, my weekly work includes personal visitation, two sermons, 
teaching Psalms to the adult Bible class, writing bulletin articles, and working with Don McClain on the 
radio program of the 65th St. church in Little Rock two days per week. 
  
FELLOW WORKERS 
  
In February, I met many fellow workers connected with evangelism in eastern Europe. Buddy Payne, 
Kerry Keenan, Brent Forsyth, Jeff Carr, Charles Nicks, who spent much time in Romania; Marian and Gabi 
Otvos, Romanians who continue to work with the church in Bucharest (it was wonderful to hear good 
news from them about the brethren in Bucharest); Abe Peters, who updated me on the work in 
Constanta, Romania (in addition to reading his father Dan Peters’ reports); Joe Rose, Lonnie Fritz, Bill 
Bynum, who spent much time in Bulgaria. Bill gave a talk about the Christians in the Czech Republic and 
how they have matured and have a good website for evangelizing their country. He also gave us good 
news about refugees from a middle east  nation that eventually made their way to Sofia and have a very 
active evangelist who has had a great impact on the church in Bulgaria as well as Turkey and his original 
home.  
  
I also received encouraging news being with the brethren in Volusia County: I worshipped with the 
churches at New Smyrna Beach and Deland and visited individual members of the church at Flomich 
Avenue at Holly Hill. Lamar D. is still taking the Lord’s Supper to Ray A. every first day of the week where 
Ray has been in the nursing home for 25 years. Jimmy Robinson is preaching there, but he has been 
seriously ill with cancer and many intestinal problems. I was amazed how small he looked, and his wife 
Sue can barely speak after a tracheotomy some time ago. Their faith is still strong, and it really 
encouraged me personally. My trip to Florida was much more spiritually uplifting than I could have ever 
imagined it could be. 
  
I thank the Lord for all of you who are fellow workers by means of your support, prayers, 
encouragement, and/or examples. You are a blessing to me. Please keep us in your prayers. May the 
Lord continue to abundantly bless you! 
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