
James Hamilton 
July/August 2018 Report 

GOD GIVES THE INCREASE 
  
We thank the Lord for His wise and wonderful plan of salvation. His grace benefits in numerous ways 
every day. He gives us wisdom and strength so that we can do His will and glorify Him. Even our decision 
to glorify Him, in fact, glorifies Him. God makes it all possible. 
  
We rejoice that He has blessed our efforts of planting and watering with the increase to His glory (1 
Corinthians 3:5-7). The Lord has given us a very small part in Hiswork of saving souls, but it is important 
that we diligently do that part which He has given us to do: to pray for evangelism, to live wisely for 
evangelism, and to speak wisely for evangelism (Colossians 4:2-6). Through your support, you have 
fellowship with my efforts to evangelize. The increase abounds to the fruit of your account (Philippians 
4:17). I thank God for you! 
  
BENTON 
  
We rejoice to report the new birth of Michael Joe Crouch in early August. He came a couple of times to a 
study that I have with Ruby and Neal each week. He is a good friend with Roy N., one of the last people 
we baptized. Roy had given him the book, Muscle and a Shovel, which he had read a couple of times. 
Before worship on the first Sunday in August, Michael expressed his desire to be baptized into Christ. 
We had a short discussion about what he understood, and he gave his assurance that he believed in 
Jesus as the Son of God and as Lord, including what the Lord expects of him. He did not delay and so he 
was baptized immediately. Since then, Michael has been very regular to come to every study except for 
one. This is in spite of his home being located nearly two hours away. 
  
My home studies with the members have resulted in three conversions. This does not include others 
who responded to the gospel because of their relationship with the members who have taught them. I 
mention this to show that my classes with members can actually have good evangelistic effects. Several 
classes with members have other people joining in from time to time.  
  
Participation and attendance have improved, especially from the beginning of the year. We still have 
smaller numbers on Sunday evenings, but we are still getting members at 4pm who would otherwise not 
have a chance to come under the old meeting schedule.  
  
We have more people involved with participating in the worship services and the Bible classes. They are 
growing spiritually, and they set a good example for the newer Christians and the young people.  
  
Members have very good about bringing visitors to studies and assemblies. Most of our visitors are 
local. Scott N. attends regularly, and I study with him on Thursday nights. His mother, (Martha), has not 
been attending recently. Mae L. brings Scott when Martha does not come. We eat out regularly with 
them after worship. I usually bring Bob S. on Sunday mornings, and Ellen brings Mildred P. to every 
service when Mildred’s health permits. Other regular visitors include Marietta’s husband David A. and 
Joyce’s husband Darryl M., who come very frequently. I have recently helped Marietta’s family with 
some problems that she has had with a couple of her grandsons. I study with Joyce and Darryl, who has 
a couple of neighbors that join us each week on Thursday afternoons. 
  
My regular weekly studies are: Mildred P. (Matthew), the Hicks family (Acts), Scott N. (First Principles), 
Jason C. (Christian Living), Angela C. (First Principles), the Phillips family (Old Testament), the Dickerson 
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family (Old Testament), Rhonda J. (Acts), Bunny T. (Proverbs), Joyce and Daryl M. (Matthew), The Manor 
(Matthew) and Thursday morning at Hwy. 5 (Titus).  
  
Besides the home studies listed above, my weekly work includes personal visitation, two sermons, 
teaching Psalms to the adult Bible class, writing bulletin articles, and working with Don McClain on the 
radio program of the 65th St. church two days per week. 
  
FELLOW WORKERS 
  
A little over a year ago, we had visitors from Chattanooga, passing through on their way home from a 
wedding in Texas. I had a great time getting to know Bill Holt. We have a lot in common. He knew my 
brother Tim Thompson, who now lives in the Nashville area. We had both evangelized in eastern 
Europe, so we had much to talk about. He told me that he had a son, Joel, preaching in Puerto Rico. 
  
Just a few days later, Hurricane Maria hit Puerto Rico and caused great devastation. Marvin B. and 
others were interested in helping brethren in need in that area. Since then, we have been in touch with 
Joel, and the brethren in Puerto Rico received help from the Hwy. 5 church of Christ. In addition to this, 
a couple of shipments and money were sent by individual to help family members of members there 
and others who were studying with Joel. Joel just wrote recently about all the good that we have done 
and the positive effect that our demonstration of faith, hope, and love had on the non-Christians, not to 
mention the joy of the spiritual brethren who were helped.  
  
You are my fellow workers by your support, prayers, and encouragement concerning my efforts to work 
for the Lord. Your support makes it possible for to have the time to have all the studies and other efforts 
to teach the lost. I thank God for you. May He bless your labors to glorify Him. 
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