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ABOUNDING IN THE GRACE OF THE LORD 
  
All praise, honor, and glory go to our great Father who loved us and graciously provided for everything 
we need. We are thankful for the physical blessings that He has provided us. Though it is His will that we 
work in order to eat, He makes it possible for us to abound beyond the necessities of life. We are 
overwhelmed by the abundance of spiritual blessings in Christ. Every spiritual blessing is found in Him. 
None of these blessings is because we have done anything to earn them; we receive these blessings 
because of His grace and power. 
  
We are God’s work, created for doing good works. These good works are to bring glory to Him. It is a 
privilege that the Lord Jesus has given us, and we should abound in the grace of laboring for Him. The 
more we open our hearts, believe in His power and wisdom, and do what He has told us to do, then the 
more we will experience the fellowship of the Lord’s joy and His closeness to the Father that He had 
while He walked on the earth. This will help us to conform to His image and to think and act more like 
Him. 
  
BENTON 
  
Our attendance has dropped during the summer, some due to illness or surgeries, but also vacations. 
However, we have a good lineup of teachers for each of our young classes and the adult auditorium 
classes (lack of teachers has been a common problem in the past). The increase of activities among 
members outside the weekly scheduled services has helped members grow closer together.  
  
We are making other attempts to draw closer together throughout the week. We have a Thursday 
morning study which originally began in the Butlers home, moved to Mt. Carmel before becoming a 
regular class at the building. Six or seven usually attend it. Each Saturday we also meet together for 
breakfast at the Home Plate Diner in Bryant.  
  
In my last report, I mentioned that I had two new studies lined up for August. It turned out that I have 
four new studies. Joyce’s husband Daryl had become a regular visitor over the past year, and he seemed 
to especially enjoy the Sunday morning Bible class. Jackie C. would sit on the same pew with them. I had 
been talking to Joyce about having a home study with them, but the time didn’t seem to be right. 
However, when Jackie C. moved into their neighborhood, it opened a door of opportunity to start a 
study that would not be directed only at Daryl. It still took another month, but we are now studying the 
gospel of Matthew together. They invited another neighbor, Kelly, who livens up the discussion.  
  
Betty C. is someone I had studied with a couple of years ago. It turned out that I had only one study with 
her. It was a spin-off of another study (with Theo P.), which in turn was a spin-0ff from a study with Lula 
M. Now I am studying first principles with her. 
  
David C. is also a referral from Lula M. He moved into a house across the street from her. I study with 
him on Thursdays in lieu of the studies with Bertha J. (who also lives on the same street) because she 
has been sick (she is 91 years old). David was a member of the church but is attending a Baptist church 
at this time. We are studying first principles. 
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The other study is literally around the corner from my house. A new nursing home was build last year. I 
went in to offer to come and teach Bible class once a week. I wanted to make this offer early so it could 
be posted on the regular calendar of activities (our Bible study at Mt. Carmel was not included on the 
calendar). Two men showed up: Bob M. and Jack B. Bob quickly changed his mind about studying, but 
Jack is very involved in study. We are studying Matthew. The main potential is that The Manor is 
building cottages for independent living (like Mt. Carmel has). The potential for studying with more 
people in the near future is very great. 
  
I have not heard back from the Dickerson family or Cari S. in several weeks, so I am not studying with 
them at this time. The August studies that are happening are: Mildred P. (2 Chronicles), the Hicks family 
(Matthew), Jason C. (Christian Living), Angela H. (First Principles), the Phillips family (Proverbs), Rhonda 
J. (Proverbs), Richie (First Principles), Betty C. (First Principles), David C. (First Principles), Joyce and Daryl 
M. (Matthew), The Manor (Matthew), and the Thursday morning study at Hwy. 5 (1 Timothy).  
  
Besides the home studies listed above, my weekly work includes personal visitation, two sermons, 
teaching Psalms to the adult Bible class, writing bulletin articles, and working with Don McClain on the 
radio program of the 65th St. church two days per week. 
  
FELLOW WORKERS 
  
Zach Redmon is a tremendous young preacher. I heard him preach in a meeting at Hot Springs about 
five or six years ago, and I thought he was a better preacher than I was then. He has grown much since 
he began working full-time with the saints in Saratoga, AR. He is completing a gospel meeting for us 
today. I thank God for his parents, the church in Bradley, AR and the church at Fairview Park for helping 
to develop Zach as a Christian first and then as a wonderful preacher of the gospel. His content and 
applications are the marks of spiritual maturity, and his earnestness and zeal for the Lord radiate in His 
delivery. I heartily recommend him to any congregation that wants to have a good spiritual week as we 
have. 
  
I thank God for you and your fellowship in my work for the Lord. Thank you for your prayers to the Lord 
for us, and thank you for your encouraging example of love and good works. May the Lord bless you and 
your steadfast faithfulness to Him. 
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