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FIGHTING THE SEASONAL SLUMP 
  
We thank the Lord for using His wisdom to make the world as He has made it. Each season of the year 
brings both blessings and challenges. Summer is a time that many people use for vacation and 
recreation. We do not see other members at the services as often; some of my study appointments had 
been cancelled.  
  
However, there is always much work to do – new lost people to seek, lessons to prepare, and more 
Christians to encourage. The Lord Jesus paid for us with His life so that we would be a people zealous for 
good works. God often uses these good works to open doors of opportunity for us to share the gospel. 
We are thankful for God’s providence in our lives so that we have fellowship in the work for His dear 
Son’s kingdom.  
  
BENTON 
  
Our attendance has dropped during the summer, some due to illness or surgeries, but also vacations. 
However, we have a good lineup of teachers for each of our young classes and the adult auditorium 
classes (lack of teachers has been a common problem in the past). The increase of activities among 
members outside the weekly scheduled services has helped members grow closer together.  
  
We are making other attempts to draw closer together throughout the week. We have a Thursday 
morning study which originally began in the Butlers home, moved to Mt. Carmel before becoming a 
regular class at the building. Six or seven usually attend it. Each Saturday we also meet together for 
breakfast at the Home Plate Diner in Bryant. We have invited other Christians in the area to come at 
9am if they have the opportunity to be with us. A couple who are meeting elsewhere were with us 
recently. We hope that they may return to us soon. 
  
My home Bible study schedule has been nearly full in June and July, but this schedule had a high number 
of cancellations. Bertha has been sick for the last few weeks. The studies with the Dickerson family have 
slowed to a crawl. I am very hopeful about three students—Richie, who has been attending my study 
with Bertha; Angela, who is a friend of Jason, and Cari, whom I met at the Neal farm in March. Activity at 
the farm has slowed down, so the pool for finding new contacts there has dried up. However, I have two 
new studies lined up for August. 
   
At this time, I study with Mildred P. (2 Chronicles), the Hicks family (Matthew), Jason C. (Christian 
Living), Angela (First Principles), the Phillips family (Proverbs), the Dickerson family (Old Testament), 
Rhonda J. (Proverbs), Bertha J. (Psalms), Barbara J. (The Church), Richie (First Principles), Cari S. (First 
Principles), and the Thursday morning study at Hwy. 5 (1 Timothy).  
  
Besides the home studies listed above, my weekly work includes personal visitation, two sermons, 
teaching Psalms to the adult Bible class, writing bulletin articles, and working with Don McClain on the 
radio program of the 65th St. church two or three days per week. 
  
I also worked with Don preaching a gospel meeting at the Hepburn Street congregation in Pine Bluff. 
After discussing message topics and the needs of the Hepburn Street members, I preached about 
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Beholding Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18) and Spiritual Fellowship on Sunday, The Temptations of Jesus on 
Monday, and How to Study Scripture on Tuesday. Don preached on the nature of saving faith on 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.   
  
FELLOW WORKERS 
  
A couple of personal events happened in July. My dad’s brother, Bill Thompson, passed away. It was 
good to see my step-brother Woody at the visitation and see faithful members from several churches at 
the funeral. David Brown did a perfect job of explaining exactly who Uncle Bill was. Right before the 
gospel meeting in Pine Bluff, my nephew Brian married Olivia Johnson in Corinth, MS. The Johnson 
family live near Tupelo and are a special family. Olivia’s sister Julie married Sam Peters in June, so I got 
the opportunity to answer some of Sam’s questions about the work in Romania, and we had a good, 
long discussion. He is very zealous, and he now has a wonderful wife to help him in addition to having 
his father and mother, Dan and Tami Peters, over there to work both ends of Romania. Becky Sharp 
Cawthon, a dorm mother at Florida College and a long-time friend originally from Little Rock, was at 
Uncle Bill’s funeral and Brian’s wedding. The Louis Sharp family had been a great influence on me for 
fifty years.  
  
I thank God for you and your fellowship in my work for the Lord. Thank you for your prayers to the Lord 
for us, and thank you for your encouraging example of love and good works. May the Lord bless you and 
your steadfast faithfulness to Him. 
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