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ABOUNDING IN THE WORK OF THE LORD

Praise be to God for His holiness. This is something that I am trying to impress upon the church and
others that I am teaching throughout the week. God is truly gracious. He sacrificed His Son in order to
show us mercy while maintaining His righteousness and holiness. May we always remember the cost
paid for us.

There is no way that we could ever repay the Lord for all the goodness that He has shown us, but we
should have the attitude of David when Nathan told David what the Lord promised him in 1 Chronicles
17:16-27. We are not worthy. It just shows how great God is. Our diligence to live right and to evangelize
is a good place to start when it comes to showing our appreciation for what God has done for us
through Christ Jesus.

BENTON

We are thrilled to be using more young men in the worship services. Enrique Scribner has helped with
waiting on the table, leading prayers, and leading singing during our monthly song service. Our newest
brothers Ken and David Story have also started to participate in the services.

Things are going more smoothly with the Hwy. 5 congregation. We have teachers and potential
substitutes for every class. We have monthly business meetings, and these have helped us get better
organized and others get more involved. While the men are meeting to discuss the business of the
church, Ellen is teaching a Bible class for the ladies. It has been very well attended.

We are making other attempts to draw closer together throughout the week. We have a Thursday
morning study which originally began in the Butlers home, moved to Mt. Carmel before becoming a
regular class at the building. Six or seven usually attend it. Each Saturday we also for breakfast at the
Home Plate Diner in Bryant. We have invited other Christians in the area to come at 9am if they have
the opportunity to be with us. This has been a good development. Joyce Messer’s husband has been
attending regularly for a while, and he told me that he enjoys the time that he has been spending with
brethren in recent months. We have had several local visitors, and we hope these will eventually
become permanent additions to our number.

My home Bible study schedule has been busier in April and May. I am very hopeful about three
students—Richie, who has been attending my study with Bertha; Angela, who is a friend of Jason, and
Cari, whom I met at the Neal farm in March. Each of these people are referrals from Christians either
directly or indirectly. I have had other opportunities at the farm to teach at least ten new people at least
once and talked to several others since my last report.

At this time, I study with Mildred P. (1 Chronicles), the Hicks family (Matthew), Jason C. (Christian
Living), Angela (First Principles), the Phillips family (Proverbs), the Dickerson family (Judges), Rhonda J.
(Proverbs), Bertha J. (Psalms), Barbara J. (The Church), Richie (First Principles), Cari S. (First Principles),
and the Thursday morning study at Hwy. 5 (1 Timothy).



James Hamilton
April/May 2017

Besides the home studies listed above, my weekly work includes personal visitation, two sermons,
teaching Psalms to the adult Bible class, writing bulletin articles, and working with Don McClain on the
radio program of the 65th St. church two or three days per week.

FELLOW WORKERS

I thank God for you and our fellowship in the gospel. Your love for the truth encourages me, and it is an
honor to be supported by you. Like Paul said about the Philippian church that supported him, I thank
God for every time that I think about you. May the Lord bless you in your efforts to glorify Him.
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