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ABOUNDING IN THE LORD’S BLESSINGS 
  
Praise be to God for His lovingkindness that endures forever! He loved us and sent His Son to die for us 
so that we could be redeemed from our slavery to sin and be adopted into His family. He has given us all 
spiritual blessing in Christ.  
  
God has a given us the noble purpose in life of glorifying Him by serving others. This includes giving us a 
small part in His work of seeking and saving the lost (Luke 19:10; 1 Corinthians 3:5-7). I am thankful for 
the blessing of fellowship with you in God’s great work. Thank you for your support. 
  
TRIP TO FLORIDA 
  
I spent about ten days away from Benton making a trip to Florida for the mutual edification among 
brethren in the Tampa area. This included visiting my earthly brother Tom and preaching at the 58th St. 
church in Tampa. I also had the opportunity to participate in the singing service that evening at 58th, 
and I was happy to see Jim Beasley and Ben Lawrence there. It was a happy surprise, and I had a good 
visit with both of them after the service. I also participated in the song service at Livingston Ave. in Lutz, 
FL on the following Wednesday.  
  
I attended the very good lectureship at Florida College concerning God’s original design for marriage. I 
saw several more people connected to central Arkansas, including Mason Broadwell and Nick Angel, 
who worked at Fairview Park in the past, and the Jerry Crolius family that is now at Middleburg, FL. The 
lessons were very instructive, and the singing was also edifying.  
  
I learned a few new songs at a singing on Sunday afternoon in Temple Terrace, but the singing at 
Fairview Park on March 10 is what really got me started on doing more research for certain songs and 
introducing some new songs to the church at Highway 5. We are meeting once a month (every fourth 
Sunday) to learn new songs and improve singing other songs correctly. Singing spiritual truth and singing 
with the heart are vital for acceptable singing to the Lord, but it is also important to sing together in 
order to get the most emotional and spiritual impact from each song.  
  
BENTON 
  
The men did a good job filling in for my classes and sermon times while I was gone to Florida. 
Attendance is still down compared to this time last year, but the core group is more solidified and 
stronger than before. More members are understanding their mutual responsibilities better. 
  
David Story was baptized into Christ in March. David is a very special young man. He has a very good 
heart. He is very serious and spiritually-minded for a person of any age. He often had great questions for 
me and for others after Bible classes or worship services. Tony was instrumental in teaching David in his 
Bible class, and he baptized him before the worship service. We do not wait until the end of the service 
to baptize someone. We baptize them immediately after they express their desire to be baptized and 
make the good confession. It was a wonderful Sunday morning!  
  
I have encouraged David’s father, Ken to prepare himself to become an elder in the church in a few 
years. The Storys, by the grace of God, have done wonderfully in raising their three children, and they 
have fostered several others. Ken is still young, but I believe he could be well qualified in five years or so.  
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My Bible studies have increased in February and March. I am very hopeful about three students—Richie, 
who has been attending my study with Bertha; Angela, who is a friend of Jason, and Cari, whom I met at 
the Neal farm in March. Each of these people are referrals from Christians either directly or indirectly. 
   
At this time, I study with Lula M. (Ecclesiastes), the Johnson family (Judges), Rhonda J. (Ecclesiastes), 
Mildred P. (2 Kings), Jason C. (Christian Living), Angela (First Principles), Bertha J. (Psalms), Barbara J. 
(The Church), Richie (First Principles), the Dickerson family (Judges), Cari S. (First Principles), the Hicks 
family (Matthew), and the Thursday morning study at Hwy. 5 (Thessalonians). Besides these home 
studies, my weekly work includes visitation, two sermons, adult Bible class, writing bulletin articles, 
working with Don McClain on the radio program of the 65th St. church two or three days per week. On 
Mondays, Don and I are staying and having a live streaming online broadcast for an extra hour. 
  
ROMANIA 
  
I received good news from Romania. The only lectures that I did not get to hear while I was in Florida 
was when I teamed up with Kerry Keenan and Brent Forsyth to skype Dan, Tami, and Sam Peters in 
Romania. They are doing wonderful work in Romania. Dan and Tami spent more than a week in 
Constanta, and had Bible studies every day.  
Dan mentioned studies with a man named Catalin, and this thrilled me, because he is the orphan that I 
remember most from 1994. When he was sixteen years old, he looked like he was only twelve years old. 
I didn’t have a real Bible study with him and the other orphans after the dorm supervisor shut down the 
study I had with them in their vo-tech school dorm in Buhushi.  
  
After we re-established contact in Constant seven years later, I was surprised to see that he had grown 
up to be the biggest and loudest of all the group that were raised in the orphanage in Piatra Neamt. 
Catalin and I had several informal conversations about spiritual things, but he had probably lived the 
roughest life out of all the orphans that I knew. We never had a real one-on-one Bible study. This is why 
I was I was excited when Dan told me that he had several studies with Catalin in the eight days that he 
was in Constanta at the end of January. Even better, Dan wrote in his report that Catalin was baptized in 
February. I am sure that Ion Cristescu continues to teach Catalin. Praise God for giving the increase!   
  
FELLOW WORKERS 
  
In the case of David Story, Ken and Rachel Story planted, Tony Alexander, others, and I watered, and 
God gave the increase. In the case of Catalin, I planted, Dan Peters and the brethren in Constanta 
watered, and God gave the increase. Glory goes to God who gives the increase. Thanks goes to God for 
brethren like you who also share the gospel with the lost and who support me in my effort to plant and 
water for the Lord to give the increase. We are God’s fellow workers to glorify Him (1 Cor. 3:5-9). Praise 
God! 
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