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OVERCOMING CHALLENGES 
 
We praise our great God for His love, faithfulness, and strength to help us be faithful in the struggles we 
face. God has promised not to forsake us if we remain steadfast in Him. By keeping our focus on the 
greatness of God, our problems and trials will not seem as daunting as they may seem to us.  
 
In my July 2013 report I wrote, “Thank you for your support. Please pray for us. Satan will not let things 
go as well as they have at Hwy. 5 indefinitely, so we know we will face challenges.” Satan did not leave 
the church at Jerusalem alone, and he has not neglected to seek us harm also. We look to the Lord for 
strength and wisdom to do His will in the face of our current challenges. 
  
BENTON 
 
This year, we have tried some new approaches to encourage more men to be involved in teaching and 
other aspects of helping the church. We also have worked on having more interaction outside the 
weekly scheduled assemblies and classes. However, it appears that these efforts did not have the 
intended effect on some brethren as we had hoped. The largest family left Highway 5 while we were in 
Romania, but their attendance had been slacking in the weeks before we left for Romania. We had put 
several of their suggestions into practice, but they still decided to leave. Several members told me that 
they called this family, but they would not answer the phone and left messages (I also called and left a 
message after I returned from Romania). One member who had married into their large family finally 
learned that they were looking to go elsewhere even though they had no criticism of the church. The 
good news is that Nathan and Chad, relatives who also left for a while, have both returned. There is the 
concern that someone who has been a big influence at Hwy. 5 for a long time may discourage some 
other members by his departure.  
 
We have a member who can no longer attend Hwy. 5. Ruby is unable to do so because of physical 
disability, so I am planning a regular home study with her at the beginning of the year. Neal is still able 
to attend when his health permits him. Mae’s friend Martha visits occasionally, and I have had talks with 
her about salvation, but she is still lacks the faith to make the commitment to obey the gospel. Jason 
brought Angela to church. I continue to study with both in separate studies. There has been a lot of 
sickness and quite a bit of travelling by others, so our attendance has been down significantly, whereas 
our contribution has decreased very little. 
 
My home studies diminished during the holiday week, and the Mount Carmel study was cancelled until 
the first of the year. At this time, I study with Lula M. (Nehemiah), the Johnson family (Judges), Rhonda 
J. (Matthew), Tony O. (The Church), Mildred P. (2 Kings), Jason C. (Christian Living), Angela (First 
Principles), Bertha J. (Psalms), the Dickerson family (Joshua), and Jeff H. (Matthew).  
 
Besides my home studies, my weekly work includes two sermons, adult Bible class, writing bulletin 
articles, working with Don McClain on the radio program of the 65th St. church three days per week. 
 
FELLOW WORKERS 
 
Thank you for your support. Thank you for the fellowship we have in the work of the Lord. I thank God 
that we are fellow workers. Others who encourage me and pray for me are also fellow workers in my 
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efforts for the Lord. Please continue to pray for me, and I welcome your encouragement. May the Lord 
bless your service for Him.  
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