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BEARING FRUIT 
  
We give praise to God for His wisdom and power demonstrated in His plan of salvation. His love and 
mercy motivated God, who is love (1 John 4:8), to provide for our forgiveness. God upheld His 
righteousness by having the wise plan that He had to send His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
  
Seeing the love of God in the sacrifice of His Son for us leads us to believe in His love for us and to 
repent of our sins. We want to let Christ live in us by faith (Galatians 2:20). We want others to be saved 
just as God wants them to be saved (1 Timothy 2:3-4). God has graciously given us a part in His plan of 
salvation. It is to sow the seed and water. The glory goes to God who gives the increase (1 Cor. 3:6-7). 
  
I have seen the faithfulness of brethren over many years, and I have seen that some have become 
unfaithful. It is encouraging to see those who have been taught the truth are teaching others. May the 
Lord help us all to labor in His field. The joy of working with you makes the joy of our labor all the more 
pleasant. 
  
BENTON 
   
Most of the month was taken up by my trip to Romania, so I will hold off until next month to update my 
work for the Lord in Arkansas.  The men did well to fill in for me in my absence. I have resumed my 
regular responsibilities and a good number of home Bible studies. 
ROMANIA 
  
Ellen and I left Little Rock on Thursday, October 6 and switched planes at Chicago for the overnight 
plane to London, England. We had to hurry to make the flight from London to Bucharest. We arrived in 
Bucharest around 5pm, where Ion met us and drove us to Constanta (a two hour drive). We were happy 
to see Ion and Doru. Doru let us stay at his place while he stayed with Ion in the next apartment 
building. Romanians are very hospitable, but the Christians that grew up in the orphanage excel the high 
Romanian standards of hospitality (Acts 2:46).  I was awake for 29 straight hours until I went to sleep as 
Saturday, October 8, began. I appreciated the rest and peace that we had each night because of Doru 
and Ion’s sacrifices.  
  
On Saturday, we walked to a very nice shopping mall where we exchanged dollars for Romanian lei so 
we could buy what we needed. While we were there, a very friendly young lady with a big smile 
recognized us and talked to us. Ionela Dumitru was our neighbor whose husband had befriended Ronnie 
when we lived downtown.  We talked, caught up on the last ten years, and exchanged contact 
information. Then Ellen and I went to a restaurant we enjoyed when we lived there. The manager of the 
restaurant remembered us and asked about Ronnie. He used to be a waiter at the restaurant.  
  
From the restaurant, we walked to the hospital to see Rodica. Her daughter Florentina had a lung 
infection and needed to stay in the hospital. To make sure that Florentina is cared for, Rodica had to 
stay there almost all the time to tell the nurses when the IV needed to be changed. There were four 
beds in the room, but Rodica had to share a bed with Florentina. I called one of the former members 
while we were waiting for Rodica to come and meet us to take us to Florentina’s room. Daniela and her 
husband Costi were Christians we met last year, but some church problems caused them to leave 
recently. We wanted to help get things worked out. This takes great effort (endeavoring to keep the 
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unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace—Ephesians 4:3). After our visit with Rodica, who also mentioned 
recent church problems, Ion picked us up and took us to Doru’s (which I called “home” while we were 
there) where I prepared a powerpoint presentation for the lesson I had for the next morning. 
  
It was a good day on Sunday. It was our first opportunity to see Ilie (Ion’s twin brother) and Laura, both 
of whom I had baptized four years ago. They had been living together, but they got married after 
obeying the gospel (Acts 26:20). They now have two very young children, Delia and David. Andrei, 
another friend of Doru and the twins, visited with us for the worship service, so there were nine of us 
meeting. I preached about our faith in God’s love and our responsibility to love each other (1 John 4:7-
5:5). It was good to sing songs in Romanian again. The words seem to be more intense in many of their 
songs. 
  
After the worship service, everyone ate together at Doru’s apartment. It was good to visit and get to 
know everyone better. I did begin to notice that I seemed to have a harder time remembering Romanian 
words in comparison to my earlier visits.  
  
After everyone went their separate ways, Ellen and I went to the mall nearby (We took a bus instead of 
walking…if you had seen where we had to walk, you would understand.) Ellen wanted to buy some 
things to bring back to other people. While at the mall, we ran into Viorel, the husband of Ionela, whom 
we met the day before, in the very same spot in the mall. I talked a long time with Viorel while Ellen 
shopped. We were able to give them a way to get in touch with Ronnie. Later that evening, Ion came 
over for a Bible study. We talked about a couple of questions that some of the members had about the 
role of women in evangelism. 
  
Everyone was busy on Monday, and we were unsure when we could see Rodica at the hospital, so we 
took the day to see where we used to live and  to see the Roman ruins in the old part of town. The new 
historic signs put more emphasis on the religious part of Constanta’s history, so it was an educational 
tour for us. One detail mentioned on the sign was that 35 Christians were killed for their faith before the 
legalization of Christianity in A.D. 314. Foxe’s Book of Martyrs contains many examples of those who 
were willing to suffer horribly for their faith (Matthew 5:10-12). 
  
The main event on Tuesday was going over to Ilie and Laura’s house for dinner and Bible study. Ion and 
Doru were also invited there, and we spent a long time at their house (not unusual for meals in 
Romania). 
  
The rest of the first week involved studying with Doru every night. We usually studied 1 Timothy, but we 
also covered various subjects. We also visited Rodica and Florentina. 
  
Our next week began on Friday with a study with Doru, Ion, and Ilie. (Rodica calls them the three 
musketeers.) On Saturday, we met with Rodica again and discussed events in the church for the last ten 
months. Later in the evening, I studied with Doru, Ion, and Andrei. 
  
Andrei brought his family (wife Alexandra and son Albert) with him to visit our worship service on 
Sunday. About twenty minutes before our assembly was to begin, a couple of people from the 
Watchtower Society (they call themselves “Jehovah’s Witnesses”) showed up. I invited them to stay for 
the worship service, knowing full well that they would not. I did have several opportunities to make 
certain points they needed to hear about the Deity of Christ, the church, and our hope in heaven. Doru 
showed up, and he recognized one of the men as a former co-worker at the shipyard. As Doru talked 
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with him, the other lay in wait for the others that would come. Of course, they all recognized the fellow 
co-worker and talked with him. The other was trying to target the others. We started thirty minutes late 
(not just because of the unexpected Watchtower people). I gave a lesson based on Galatians 4:22-31 as 
an example of how to use the Old Testament in our study as well as the main lesson intended by the 
passage that we are not under the Ten Commandments today (Adventists have had a strong influence in 
southeastern Europe). 
  
After the worship service, everyone was given an opportunity to ask questions. Alexandra asked about 
the necessity of living a changed life after baptism. The “three musketeers” have been working on her 
husband Andrei in order to get him to repent and make the commitment to change his life. Acts 2:38 
makes it clear. A person must repent first, then he is to be baptized in Jesus’ name for the remission of 
sins. I was supposed to study with them on Monday, but it was postponed. 
  
Ion suggested that we all meet with Rodica at the hospital. It was a good visit and a good discussion over 
differences that had come between various members earlier in the year. 
  
After the good Sunday we had on October 16, we had a rough couple of days because we had three 
appointments cancelled on Monday and Tuesday. One study was actually postponed until Wednesday. It 
was with Andrei’s family that visited on Sunday. I was also working to get a study with Ilie’s family on 
Tuesday, but they cancelled. Laura and the kids did not attend Sunday because she was not feeling well. 
Doru also cancelled on Tuesday because he had worked late.  
  
However, I did study with Doru on Monday evening, and Ellen and I met Rodica and Daniela at the 
restaurant next to the hospital. It was our first opportunity to talk with one of the people who was no 
longer meeting with the church. Rodica stayed for an hour, and then she left to tend to Florentina. Ellen 
and I continued to talk to Daniela and get her perspective of the problems in the church. It became 
evident to us that there was wrong on both sides, but it seems that both sides are willing to work on 
their differences after we made many efforts to get everyone to see that they needed to work for unity 
(Ephesians 4:3). 
  
Ion and I went to Andrei’s house where we had a study. It was a very good study. They had invited 
Alexandra’s sister Ionela and her family, too. They are Orthodox (like 90% of Romanians), but the 
behavior of the priests has driven away most of the younger generation who want to avoid any 
organized religion at all. In several respects, Ionela seemed to be closer to the truth than Andrei and 
Alexandra. I hope that Ion, Doru, and Ilie continue working with Ionela’s family as well as Andrei and 
Alexandra. 
  
Later on Wednesday evening, I had a long study with Ion and Doru. I also studied with them on Thursday 
evening. Earlier in the week, Doru had received a call that the company would send him to Angola 
anytime between Thursday to Sunday. His remaining time was limited, so he was trying to get as much 
study with me as he could. On Friday, Doru came over, and we had a good discussion, but it was not a 
real study as the other times had been. We were on “borrowed time,” and he had to prepare for his trip 
to Angola.  I tried to impress upon him that the church in Constanta can only be as strong as his 
presence with the church in Constanta (Eph. 4:15-16). He assured me that he would not be going out of 
the country indefinitely, and the twins told me the same thing when I talked to them about the same 
problem. Ion and Ilie are both planning on staying for a while in Constanta. This is especially good news 
for Ilie’s family.  
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On Saturday, Ellen and I met with Daniela and Costi. We tried to learn more about their point of view 
about how things transpired. We tried to encourage them to be willing to work with the church. They 
seem to have a good attitude. Then we went to Ilie’s house for a study. It was a good study, though we 
didn’t get to cover everything that I wanted to cover that would be helpful for them. Ellen and Laura 
really bonded on this second visit at their home. Ilie also helped us get a cake so that we could help 
encourage Rodica by celebrating her birthday with her at the hospital on the next day. I studied with 
Doru and Ion, and we finished 1 Timothy. There were many good applications that we made as we had 
studied together throughout 1 Timothy. 
  
We had our biggest crowd (twelve) on Sunday. Andrei’s family and Ilie’s family were all present, and we 
had another visitor, Marius. It had been a long time since I had seen Marius, and I was very glad to see 
him. He works with Doru, but he did not get called to Angola as Doru was. Doru had to leave early 
Monday morning. I preached on the concept of being devoted as Acts 2:42 describes the first disciples. 
This includes the idea that everyone will see our desire and effort to learn the truth, spend time with 
other Christians, strengthen our fellowship with them, keep the Lord’s Supper with them, and pray for 
each other. Based on the discussions I had with everyone for the last two plus weeks, it seemed to be 
the best lesson for everyone. 
  
Afterwards, we and the “three musketeers” went to the hospital to celebrate Rodica’s birthday with her. 
It was a joy to see her other children, Iulian and Arina. We visited with all of them until Iulian had to 
leave. We found a small dining area that we could have the party and talk about many things in private 
(the hospital room had four patients in it). Rodica’s birthday was one of the reasons we had planned on 
going at the time that we went. Ellen was able to be a special encouragement to both Rodica and Arina. 
We hope that we were able to encourage everyone. Later that evening, we thanked Doru for all he had 
done for us and said goodbye to him.  
  
On Monday, we made a special effort to visit Florentina and Rodica again. We did not want Monday to 
be letdown for Rodica since Iulian and Arina left together on Sunday night. We also bought our train 
tickets for our Tuesday trip to Bucharest. The use of public transportation meant that it took much more 
time to accomplish everything that we needed to do.  
  
I had a study and a very good talk with Ion Monday evening. Ion has really grown a lot in the last four 
years. He took the initiative to get us together for a meeting at the hospital with Rodica on the previous 
Sunday, and he mentioned that he needed to go talk to Daniela and Costi without me having to tell him 
directly. He had converted a co-worker (named Igor) about a month ago in Volgograd, Russia, and he 
already had contacted Serghei Corcimaru in Chisinau since Igor’s home is near Chisinau. They studied 
the Bible in Romanian. Ion is close to converting a Russian who lives in Volgograd. They have been 
studying the Bible in English. My talk with Ion had me feeling much more optimistic about the church in 
Constanta.  
  
Before I arrived in Constanta, I knew there had been some problems and discussions over various 
questions. I inferred most of the situation from the lessons Doru asked me to send him earlier in the 
year. When I arrived in Constanta, I saw that the problems were worse than I had thought, but I feel like 
there is hope that these problems will be resolved. They need to resolve them. This is why Jesus prayed 
for their unity (and ours) in John 17:21-23. 
  
Since the train would leave at 1pm on Tuesday, we did most of our packing on Tuesday morning. To our 
delight, Ion and Ilie’s whole family came over to see us off and to help us take our baggage to the train 
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station. In the time that we had at the apartment, we sang songs. We helped them learn some new 
ones. This was the best way to finish our time in Constanta. It is was edifying and heartwarming. We felt 
even better about the spiritual prospects of the church as we left. 
  
We spent Tuesday night in a hotel near the Bucharest train station. It made it easier to carry our bags 
from the train to the hotel. We spent Wednesday trying to find a way to confirm our flight, shopping for 
souvenirs, and seeing the nicest mall I have ever seen. (Arina had recommended it when we saw her 
Sunday.)  We met with the church in Bucharest for Bible study that evening. Marian Otvos has 
developed tremendously as a Bible teacher. It was good to see familiar faces such as Marian, Gabi, and 
Alex Otvos and Vali Cocala. It was good to see a new lady (I can’t remember her name) and a new man. 
The man was Radu, the brother of Liviu. I was happy to know that Liviu’s brother in the flesh is also a 
brother in Christ. Sadly, I did not get to see Liviu because he was working that evening. I also missed 
others that would have been there if not for work or sickness. 
  
The gospel in Romania will grow as the Romanians keep serving the Lord and teaching the word to their 
family, friends, and neighbors. Let us do this in America. Our citizenship is in Heaven. 
  
FELLOW WORKERS 
  
Dan and Tami Peters were handed lemons in the form of visa limitations, so they had to spend at least 
90 days away from Romania after spending their maximum of 90 days in Romania. They are helping the 
gospel while they are in Ireland. The good news is that Ionut Corlan has succeeded in getting an 
association recognized by the government through which the Peters can acquire work visas (like our 
green cards in the U.S.). The brethren in Constanta are also working on this so someone can come for 
longer than 90 days. I spoke to Sam. We wished we had a chance to visit him. They were making as 
special evangelistic effort in Pades last weekend. 
Please pray for all the brethren in Romania who are trying to strengthen the kingdom of God in their 
country. 
  
Thanks to the brethren at Prince Street in Conway and Fairview Park in Little Rock for providing for our 
expenses for our trip to Romania. Thanks to all the brethren supporting me to work for the Lord full-
time. You are fellow workers through your support and through laboring in your prayers for us, just as 
Epaphras did for the Colossians. May the Lord bless your efforts to His glory. 
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