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GOD GIVES THE INCREASE 
  
We praise God for His wise plan of salvation and His wonderful work of saving souls by His mercy. His manifold 
wisdom is throughout His plan in Christ. From His love for us, demonstrated by the offering of His own Son, to 
the transformation of the lives of believers into the image of Christ, we have the privilege of knowing His love 
firsthand.  
  
Armed with the knowledge of Christ and His will, we proclaim this message of faith, hope, and forgiveness to 
those others. It is a small part in His plan that God has given us, but it is according to His wisdom that He has 
given us the task of sharing our faith with others by living and teaching the gospel of Christ. 
  
I thank God for your fellowship in my efforts to reach the lost and teach more and more people. The glory goes 
to God for making you a part of His family and for the blessings we share in Christ as we try to reach the world. It 
is God that makes our work produce fruit. 
  
BENTON 
   
One of the people with whom I had studied earlier, Tony O., called me up and wanted to renew our studies. 
After this, he brought Valerie to the study. We studied the gospel plan of salvation (he had already mentioned 
some things to her). She was baptized into Christ at the church of Christ on Windsong Dr. where Tony goes. I 
continue to study with both of them on Tuesdays. 
  
I have added another study on Wednesdays following the Mt. Carmel study. It is with Jerry O., who is in a 
nursing home in Bryant. His wife Joanna comes to the study at Mt. Carmel retirement home where she lives. The 
Van Zandts have moved away from Mt. Carmel, so we miss them. We still have about ten at the Mt. Carmel 
study. 
  
At this time, my studies include: Lula M. (Acts), Tony O. and Valerie, and Joey S. (The Church), Mt. Carmel 
(Colossians), Rhonda J. (Acts), Richie, Cathy, and Jalen H., (First Principles), Chad B. (Old Testament Survey), Jerry 
O. and Bertha J. (Psalms), Mildred P. (1 Kings), and the Dickerson family (Numbers). I also work long-distance 
with the brethren in Romania as I have opportunity. If the Lord wills, I will go there in October. 
  
Attendance has been around 50 for Sunday mornings; we still have several who miss because of illness or 
because they help take care of others who are ill. More men are involved in the public teaching, and the 
members are edified. Several visitors attend on a regular basis. Two men are spouses to members at Highway 5. 
They have been attending more often. Seth has been bringing two friends frequently. Other young people have 
been bringing friends from time to time. 
  
On Sunday mornings, we have begun a class on the Psalms. The Bible class situation is getting better, and we 
hope that they will continue to improve with other teachers helping out more classes. I have been asked to 
preach on how to establish Bible authority. These lessons have been very appreciated by the members. Boyce 
and his son Seth have also been giving some great lessons, and Herb M. always does a great job on the second 
Sunday evening of the month. 
  
I help Don McLain with the 65th Street church’s live call-in radio program every day except Monday. Besides the 
home Bible studies, radio work, and preaching, I write the articles for our weekly bulletin.  
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FELLOW WORKERS 
  
I thank the Lord for you and your fellowship in the gospel. Your support gives me the time to teach many others 
throughout each week in addition to time to prepare lessons and classes for the Christians here. 
  
Please pray for us and for the brethren in Romania. Dan and Tami Peters, along with their son Sam, are hoping 
to move back to Romania to help the brethren there. If the Lord wills, I will make another trip in October. I pray 
that the Lord will bless your labors to His glory. 
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